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Senate Unit to End Promotions Delay

Lavelle
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By SEYMOUR M. HERSH{
Specfal to The New York Times i
WASHINGTON, March 22—
The Senate Armed Services
Committee agreed today to de-
lay for one more week the
pending promotions of miore|
than 4,800 Air Force officers.
This seemed to end a Senate
impasse stemming from last
lyear’s hearings on the unaiith-|
orized bombing of North V'iet-
nam.
Senator Harold E. Hughes,
ADemocrat of Iowa, had dela yed|
the .promotions in an atte mpt!
to force the Pentagon to biagin
a full inquiry into what he
termed the basic command and
‘fcontrol issues raised by the
bombing missions.
More than 25 unauthor ized
missions were conducted by - the
Seventh Air Force betv yeen
November, 1971, and Masa xch,
1972, under the guise of pro-

tective reaction. Gen. John | D.|

Lavelle, then head of the & 3ev-
enth Air Force, was relie ved
of his command, demoted 1 two
ranks and retired after inve sti-

bations by the Air Force an d a
four-week hearing last fall by
the Armed Services Commit{ ee.

Under the military rules -

|

Efafieusting this afterncon wi
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men. But the Air Force insisted
on delaving the advancement,
. of all of the meon whose names|
ame promotion|

vwere uin the sa
lists with General Lavelle's for-!
me: subordinates. By this week, |
therefore, a total of 4,897 pro-i
motions had been delayed. i

Senator Hughes i01d newr:.!
men efter the hearings that he
had sought a week's further
delay of the promotions “in
order to secure fi infor-
mation about people whu were'
involved in the illegal Fambing
operations.” He added in re-
sponse to a question—hat he
“doubted” if he could accom-
plish much in one week.

“T'va pot to really review’
viind the power of onc Senator
is in relationship to the pres-
sure of the Pentagon and
thousends of names on a pro-
motion list,” Mr. Hughes saic.,
““Apparently, everyone bup me
wishes that this would die. If
“that’s the case, I guess voe'dl
better have the funera: an:
it over with.”

The Iowa Senator hzd *eecn
instrumental in initialiy cipos-
ing the Lavelle incident and,

——— o PTOMDHNE- the, Armed Services!

i:Cor'::-,titteu to begin its full

and Navy planes ﬁ"?ﬂé T lmans Jr., and other fop offi By his actions thus far this

engagement in 1971, Air F%c;g Force Secretary Robert C. Sea BYestigation.

imitted to” attack No

mese targets in response (fo

enemy fire or electroniclindica-

tions that fire was coming.
Hughes’s Initial Goal

General Lavelle was accused of

‘|mese provocations.

cials, however, Senator Hughe:” " or Hughe !
aclmowledged'maﬁm theﬁe wa YINg out a threat he made
no support among his colleague:
for.a full-scale review of the
Lavelle matter.

Mr. Hughes

ith Genera N2 1A% ¢
with nittacks

year, Senator Hughes was car-

ter the hearings last vear
whep he warn

initially hac_ 7% 9
|attacking first and officially re-|sought to delay only the pro = .-~
|porting the missions as being|motions of those officers whe" *

‘lin response to North Vietna-|directly served _
Lavelle at he time of 'the u

After a closed committee|authorized mission—about 16(, P7g 1
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