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FURTHER INQUIRY
ONLAVELLE ASKED

2 Senators Urge the Move
—Abrams Vote Delayed

By SEYMOUR M. HERSH
Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Oct. 11—
Two- members of the Senate
Arms  Services  Committee
called today for full-scale hear-
ings into the Indochina air war
and alleged abuses in “protec-
tion reaction” raids over North
Vietnam.

The demands, from Senators
Harold E. Hughes, Democrat of
Iowa, and Stuart Symington,
Democrat of Missouri, came as
the Senate delayed until tomor-
row a vote on the nomination
of Gen. Creighton W. Abrams
as Army Chief of Staff.

Approval of General Abrams’s
nomination seemed assured de-
spite the delay, but there was
obvious and widespread dis-
agreement among members of
the Armed Services Commitiee
over. how, and whether, the in-
quiry into unauthorized bomb-
ing ever North Vietnam should
be concluded. '

Mrs. Smith Sees Fault

The disagreement hecame
clear with the unexpected an-
nouncement by Senator Mar-
garet Chase Smith, ranking
Republican, that in her opinion
General Abrams was guilty of
“nonfeasance” in his role as
Vietnam commander because
he testified that he did not
know what his air deputy, Maj.
Gen. John D. Lavelle, was
doing.

General Abram’s nomination
has been delayed for nearly
four months while the Senate
investigated his involvement in
the unauthorized bombing by
the Seventh Air Force beginning
last November. The Air Force
commander then was General
Lavelle, whose immediate su-
perior in the chain of command

‘on in the Pentagon.”

was General Abrams.

‘Nonfeasance’ Is Seen '
“General Abrams was in com-
mand,” Mrs. Smith said in a
statement distributed after the|
Senate debate today began. “It|
was his job to know what was |
happening and his failure to as-|
certain that the rules imposed!
by the Commander in Chief!
were being followed is nonfeas-
ance by anyone’s definition.”
Last week Snator John C.
Stennis, the committee chair-
man, announced that the 16
members were “unanimous” in
agreeing that the Abrams nom-
ination should be sent to the
full Senate for its vote, but
Mr. Stennis did not mention
Mrs. Smith’s dissent.
In her statement, the Repuh-
lican from Maine said, “I am
also not satisfied that General
Abrams’s superiors up the chain
of command are as innocent
of what was occurring as they
purport to be.”
Symington Cites Regards
Senator Symington similarly
delared that recent revelations
that Navy pilots had also con-
ducted unauthorized raids in the
guise of. protection-reaction
“bear out my apprehensions”
that General Lavelle was “being
cut out and made a patsy of.”
He declared that the Armed
Services Committee had an ob-
ligation to “get down to the
fundamentals of what’s going

But Senator Stennis, who re-
mained on the floor through-
out the meore than five hours
of debate, repeatedly declared
that he did not plan to conduct
further hearings into the un-
authorized bombings.

Instead, he said, “the next
move is up to the Department
of Defense and we await their
actions with interest.”

Senator William Proxmire,
Democrat of Wisconsin, called
fora court-martial of General
Lavelle and declared: “In fail-
ing to assert the histarical
United States Government posi-
tion of absolute control over
the military, the Administra-
tion has failed in its duty.”




