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AF Staff Chief's

Lavelle Testimony

NY. Times Service

Washington

General John D. Ryan,
the Air Force chief of
staff, yesterday defended
his decision to punish only
Major General John D.
Lavelle for the unauthor-
ized bombing of North
Vietnam, but told Senate
investigatorsthat he
“couldn’t guarantee ihat
it wouldn’t happen again.”

Ryan's testimony was
relayed to the press by Sen-
ator John .C. Stemnis (Dem-
Miss.), chairman of the Sen-
ate Armed Services Com-
mittee, after the general's
lengthy closed-door appear-
ance. !

Lavelle was relieved by
Ryan as commander of the
Seventh Air Force last
March for allegedly order-
Ing the raids and falsitying
official reports about them.

SHARP

Stennis, in his sharpest
public statement since the
hearings began a week ago,
said that the testimony thus
far made # “difficult” for
him to understand why
“something didn’t happen
that would have brought this
out.”

Stennis said Ryan’s iesti-
mony indicated that the offi-
cer was ‘‘genuinely con-
cerned” about the unauthor-
ized attacks, but he also not-
ed that Ryan testified that
“he couldn’t guaraniee that
it wouldn't happen again.”

“Something must be done
to follow through so that

See Back Page

From Page 1
there couldn’t be any disobe-
dience, any more failure to
follow the rules of engage-
ment, without being no-
ticed,” Stennis told news-
men.
TESTIMONY

Stennis said Ryan had tes-
tified that he knew of no or-
ders or any communications
from civilian or military of-
ficials that would have given
Lavelle reason to believe he
had permission between No-
vember, 1971, and March,
1972 for the more than 20 un-
authorized raids that took
place.

The testimony by Ryan
made it clear, the senator
added, “that there’d been no
changes by noddings of the
head, or suggestions in any
way by anyone in authori-
ty.” Lavelle testified before
the committee last week
that he had been under in-
creasing pressure from high
authorities to be “more ag-
gressive’ during the months
in question.

But Stennis also indicated
that whatever had been told
during the more than two
hours of testimony yester-
day led him to believe the
Air Force had ultimate re-
sponsibility for learning
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about the unauthorized
raids, not the military head-
quarters in Saigon.

ABRAMS

The military commander
in Saigon at the time of the
Lavelle missions was Gener-
al Creighton W. Abrams,
whose pending nomination
as Army chief of staff has
been held up by the hear-
ings. Lavelle has testified
that he believed hoth
Abrams and Admiral Thom-
as H. Moorer, chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
knew about and approved
what he was doing. The two
officers have denied any
knowledge of-the unauthor-
ized missions.

Asked if Abrams bore the
responsibility for failing to
detect the Lavelle missions,
Stennis responded. “I
wouldn’t say I thought he
did. It seems to me that the
proximity of things was
more in the Air Force’s
knowledge — they were the
more immediate party con-
cerned.”

“I wouldn’t say they lost
conirol,” Stennis added,
“but things were going on in
the Air Force that they said
they didn’t know anything
about.”

PRAISE

A comittee source said lat-
er that Ryan’s festimony on
the issue of commana and
control was “not overly im-
pressive,” but Stennis pub-
licly prased his testimony as
“credible and forthright.”

Ryan also was reported to
have been asked a number
of questions about his deci-
sion to punish only Lavelle
in connection with the inci-
dent.

Committee testimony last
week indica ted that
hundreds of pilots and offi-
cers participated in almost
daily falsification of secret
reports. The officers, ac-
cording to the testimony, in-
«luded Colonel Charles Ga-
briel, commander of the
432nd Tactieal Reconais-
sance Wing at Udorn Air
Tiase in Thailand, which con-
ducted the unauthorized
missions, and his direct su-
perior, Major General Alten
D. £lay, who was director of
onerations for the seventh
air Force.

RESPONSIBILITY

One senator said Ryan tes-
tified that he decided that
only Lavelle — and no other
officer beneath him in the
chain of command — was
responsible for the falsifica-
tion of orders. Ryan was re-
ported to have said thatthe
lower-ranking officers had
no way of knowing whether
or not Lavelle’s orders
stemmed from higher au-
thorities.

“It was just all unsatistac-
tory,” the senator said of
that portion of Ryan’s testi-
mony. “Hell, maybe no one
is responsible,” the senator
added with obvious disgust.

Stennis said two other
members of the committee
plan to fly to Denver today
to question Slay, who is re-
cuperating from minor sur-
gery at Fitzsimmons Air
Force Hospital.

Slay was named by wit-
nesses last week as the offi-
cer who directly ordered
that combat reports he falsi-
fied. His testimony is ex-
pected to be ecritical to La-
velle’s contention that high-
er commands were aware of
what was going on, .



