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Lavelie's Reports
‘Didn't Tell' Raids

‘Washington

Admiral Thomas H.
Moorer, chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, said
in testimony released ves-
terday it would be impos-
sible to tell from General
John D. Lavelle’s field re-
ports whether he ordered
unauthorized bombing
raids in Vietnam.

Those reports, which
would have been read by
General Creighton W.
Abrams, then - U.S. com-
mander in Vietnam, would
easily have indicated a vio-
lation of top - level bombing
rules unless they were falsi-
fied, Moorer said.

Were Lavelle’s reports fal-
sified? asked Senator John
(i Stennis (Dem - Miss.),
chairman of the Senate
Armed Services Committee
considering Moorer’s nomi-
nation for a second two -
year term as Joint Chiefs
chairman.

“The reports did not indi-
cate that there was — il was
impossible to tell from the
reports that there was a vio-
lation,”” Moorer replied.

RULES

“Did those reports raise
any suspicion in your mind
that the Seventh Air Force
was striking unauthorized
targets?” asked Stennis,

“No, sir. The reports did
not indicate that the strikes

were other than in accord-
ance with current instrue-
tions,” Moorer replied.

“In your opinion were the

rules of engagement suffi-

cienlly  specific that they
could not have been mistak-
en?” asked Senator Harold
E. Hughes (Dem -lTowa).

“Tn mv opinion the rules
of engagement were very
clear.” Moorer said.

Lavelle was velieved as
commander of the United
States Seventh Air Foree in
Vietnam when he admitted
erdering 28 hombing raids
against North Vietnam in vi-
olation of general and spe-
rifie orders between Novem-
her 1971 andlast Mareh. The
Alr Force has recommended
that he be retired as a
three-star rather than a
{our-star general.

ABRAMS

Lavelle 1old the House
Armed Services Commitiee
June 12 that Abrams, his su-
perior officer mm Vietnam,
was aware of what he was
doing but never debated the
rules of engagement with
him.

The Lavelle incident has
cast a shadow over Abrams’
nomination to succeed Gen-
eral William Westmoreland,
also a former U.S. Vietnam
commander. as army chief
of staff. Stennis has said he
will hold hearings on Lavelle

before the committee acts

on Abrams’ nomination.

A transeript of Moorer's
testimony before a closed
committee session June 23

was released yesterday at |
the same time it endorsed |

Moorer’s nomination for a

second tour of duty.
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