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| WASHINGTON, June 14 —
|A former photo-intelligence spe-
‘cialist for the Seventh Air Force
in Vietnam said today that in
'1970 his top-secret unit planned
‘a number of bombing strikes
iinto North Vietnam that a few

!days later were . publicly
described by the Air Force asI
“protective reaction.” |

Michael A. Lewis, 25 years
old, of Ann Arbor,.Mich., who
spent nearly four years in the
Air Force—one year at Seventh
Air Force headquarters in
Saigon—said in a telephone
interview that “we knew we
iweren’t supposed to do it, ex-
icept we were told that orders
had come from the Pentagon.”

Mr. Lewis, a former sergeant,
is now a student at the Uni-
iversity of Michigan. He said
he served as a photo interpreter
with the 12th Reconnaissance
Intelligence Technical Squadron
at Tansonnhut air field from
June, 1969, to June, 1970.

Mr. Lewis’s name and ad-
dress were supplied to The
New York Times by a military
source who formerly worked

Squadron stationed at Udon
Air Force Base in Thailand.
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Spokesman Won’t Comment |
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asked about Mr. Lewis’s state-|tect an aircraft that was fired

- foi upon, but in effect it was used
ments, declined official com- to cover up preplanned bomb-

however: “The guy is out of ing strikes in North Vietnam.”

enough evidence that warramts\sho former sergeant, now a
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proached by military investi-|gidate for the Colorado legis-
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He declined to identify the Sen-|4324 Squadron at Udon in 1969
and 1970.

12th Reconnaissance Squadron ally among the pilots, was very/
involved secondary processing|myich of a joke,” the former cap
and analysis of all reconnais- tain said. “It was very much
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North Vietnam,” Mr. Lewis said.|one incident he said had been
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eraphs likely targets for United|also is a delegate for Senator
As such, his|George McGovern to the Demo-
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Mr. Lewis said..Speaking of
ey would
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the bombers went in. Of course,
several days later the newspa-
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Mr. Mundt, who left the Air|
Force with an honorable . djs-.
charge late in 1970, is now al
regional coordinator for ".viet.l.
nam Veterans Against the War,

Edward L. Hancock, another:
former A Force officer whe
was stationed at Udorn in 1970,
was interviewed by telephone
at Kansas City, Mo. i

“To men,” Mr. Hancock, a’
former captain, said, “protec-
tive reaction was just a eu-
phemism for the F-4’s to stage!
raids over Laos and North
Vietnam and bomb the hell out
of them.” :

The Official Air Force Regis-
ter lists both Mr. Mundt and
Mr. Hancock, Air Force officials
were unable to ‘immediately
confirm today that Mr, Lewis
had served on active duty, but
the former sergeant said he had

Both Mr. Mundt and Mr.
Lewis were critical of the over-
all efficiency of the intelligence
operations they described.

“We used to just inflate all
of the statistics' all the time,”

number of trucks or a certain
amount of supplies. We knew it|
wasn't accurate but we really|

didn’t care.”




