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PEKING, Aug. 20—Prince No-
rodom Sihanouk, Cambodia’s
.ominal head of state, is re-
ported to be preparing his im-
minent return home five years
.after being expelled in a coup.
He is at present in Pyongyang,
the  North . Korean capital,
where he has stayed for the
last three months with his en-
tourage. .

It is expected that he will
come to Peking shortly in the
company of Khieu Samphan,
the actual Cambodian leader,
Wwho is officially known ag Dep-
uty Premier. Mr. Khieu went
to Pyongyang on Monday after
a visit to China during which
he is believed to have had se-
cret talks with a Sihanouk aide.

These talks have apparently
resolved for now the differ-
ences between the two Cambo.-
dian factions—much to the re-
lief of the Chinese, who had not
relished the prospect of shel-
tering Prince Sihanouk in the
event of an open falling out
with the victorious Communist-
led insurgents.

A Chinese official said on the ;
eve of Mr. Khieu’s departure
that it was the end of his visit
to China. This suggests that he
will not have further official
talks with Chinese leaders on|
his way back to Cambodia.

However, it would seem only
natural for Prince Sihanouk to

stop briefly here to pay his re-
' spects to the Government that
played host to him since his
overthrow by Marshal Lon Nol.

Diplomatic sources in Pyong-
yang say that the Prince’s en-
tourage is preparing to leave
with him. If this is S0, it is an
important concession by Mr.
Khieu, who originally wanted
Prince Sihanouk to Teturn to
- Cambodia accompanied only by
his wife, Princess Monique, and
by Penn Nouth, the nominal
Premier, and Mrs. Penn Nouth.




