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Refugee Problems Moimting

By Bill Richards and Austin Scott
Washington Post Statf Writers

Federal and private ageney officials
working on resettling Vietnamese refu-
gees in the United States are alarmed
over mounting problems between Vietnam-
ese already released from refugee camps
and their American sponsors.

Increasingly, a number of officials said
this week, refugees who have been re-
leased in the sponsorship of friends, rela-
tives or others are turning up on the
doorsteps of public and private relief
agencies without jobs or money.

“At this point,” said Dale DeHaan, staff
director for the Senate Subcommlttee on
Refugees and Escapees, “there appears to
be a very alarming rate of breakdown.
We're getting scores of phone, -calls {rom
refugees and sponsors -who have nowhere
to turn...In 4l my 12 years 1ih réfugee

placement I've-never seen a breakdown
rate like this.”

Several prlvate agency officials and
other staff members of the Senate sub-
committee said much of the hlame for
the problems — called “breakdowns” by
the officials—rests with the “direct re-
lease” program run by the federal Inter-
agency Refugee Task Force, which has
been overseeing the operatlon of the
entire refugee program.

As the numbers of refugees began huild-
ing up in the four large holding camps
scattered around the country, task force

‘officials allowed refugees with contacts

among friends and relatives—and more

recently with people who have tele-

phoned in their ‘desire to sponsor re-

fugees—to leave.

" Resettlement- officials now
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contend
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An unidentifed boy holds a card from the Amer;can
Red Cross identifying him as a refugee from South
east Asia unfamiliar with “our language, culture >
customs,” and asking for assistance. !
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many of these sponsors were!
not prepared to handle the
financial and emotional bur-
dens of sponsoring refugee
families. Nearly one-quarter
of the 45000 refugees re-
leased from the holding
camps are in this “direct re-
lease” category, officials said.

Instances of breakdowns —
sometimes stranding Vietna-
mese families with a dozen or
more members — include:

® In Depver,™a refugee fam-
ily of 15 showed up at the
U.S. Gatholic ~ Conference
field office after their spon-|
sor, a Vietnamese!~! relatwe
married to .an' American,
found she could not "afford to
feed them. The Catholic Con-
ference split the family up in
order to.find alternate hous-
ing, and got them"  {food
stamps. .

e A refugee family in Dur-
ham, N.C., called: Cathglic
Conference officials at Eglin
Air Force Base; Fla thfs week
to complain that’” they were
locked i up - in wone rogm by
relatives and let out only
twice a day té:be fed."Officials
said thev were 1hvestigatinb
the case., Pl sl &

' A woman refugee was as;
saulted in Tampa, Fla., by a
male sponsor ,whe: told place-
ment officials at Fort Chaffee,
Ark., that he was ‘married and:
needed someone to work in
his daughter’s miofel. Officials
later discovered the man had
been separated from his wife
for years, and had no plans
to put the 27-year-old refugee
to work. She ‘told authorities
she thought she was legally
committed to remain with him
because of his status as spon-
SOT.

“They [the task force] just
dumped some of these refu-
gees onthe -goodwill of thej
American people,”. said De-
Haan. The: Senate; subeommit-
tee sharply criticized the task
forece in a June 9 .report, and.
plans to meet.Thursday -with
federal and private.-gfficials
to discuss the breakdowns. .

The situation’has become so

£y
| weeks ago authorized the nine
iprivate agencies involved An
irefugee placement to use vm
ernment money to pay the
cost of refugee families from
the direet release program
who have been abandoned by
their sponsors.

Neither the task forece nor
the private agencies have been
able to compile figures on
breakdowns among the spon-
sored refugees. However, pri-
vate. .agency officials sa1d the
total is rising rapidly and may-
‘now slow down the jentire, re-
‘settlement program — already

ilagging far behind schedule—

rand add unexpected extra
costssi Wy Jedi
Task force offlclals main-
tain their sponsor program is
going well. However, in recent
weeks the release goal of 1,000
refugees per day has fallen
off sharply, fluctuating be-
tween 400 and 800 refugees
daily, according to DeHaan.
Elinor Green, spokeswoman
for the task force, say§ there
is no indication that the break-
downs are reachmg alarming
proportions. But, she _said,
‘they would be reported fo- the
voluntary agencies first, -and
the “task force would not:
necessarily hear about them at:
‘all. !
“I don’t think I've heard of!
more ‘than two dozen, three!
dozen,” she said. The volun-'
tary agencies are responsible
for checking to make sure
sponsors are equipped to;
handle the burden of caring |
for refugees, she said, and!
the Task Force does not havel
the power to order them to!
check more thoreughly. !
! | Private, placement agency |
officials said they feared that |
:federajl officials might shove
ladditional refugees out of the!
camps without adequate spon-
sorship in order to improve
the appearance  of the pro-
gram and clear out the refu-

m ;

They also fear that the m
creasing -number . of break—
downs will swell the number,
iof Vietnamese who! eventually
WIH seek public . a551stance
where they settle,” | '~ y

More .than 400 Indochina

serious that the ta_sk foree two

irefugee families' have applied :

gees before cold weather sets

for public assistance in the |

Washington area and clusters‘

of refugees have filed public |

relief applications in’ Southern

Californig.

The -refugee task forée, m;
its request in May for federal
funds fér resettlement estl—
mated that as many, as half of |
the’ refugees in the Unltedf
States may.need some . form; of |
| public assistance, ranging
jfrem:Medicaid to dn‘ect fman-
c1al support.

I" The estimate - ‘projected that
the number of refugees seek-
\ing iaid- wéuld averdge out to
just under 42,000 per month at
any one time after all the Vi-
.etnamese leave the camps. r
{ Donald Hall, associate direc-
Itor of Mlgratlon and Refugee !
‘Ser\xces for the U.S. Cathohc'
’C’ohference the largest, .of’ the
5pr1vate placement agencies,
'said this week that: when the;
‘mames and return-numbers of ;
iprospective  sponsors  have!
|been parcelled outl to prlvate
‘agencies by theé task force,| a
less- than 10 per cent have
,pxoven to be in a position to |
|take on refugees.

| Hall said his agency had re-
ceived reports from offices
'm Dallas, Denver, Boston and
other c1t1es where refugees
’showed up at Catholic Con-
{terence offices seeking | help.

Wells 'Klein, executive -di-!
rector of,the American . Coun~I
%il for Nat;onah’ues Service, | ’
another of the refucfee place-
ment agencies, said sun]lar
surges of calls for help had'
been coming in from hig
agency’s 28 offices around the
country., “To some extent-
breakdowns were inevitable,”!
said Klein.

“But 1 don’t think anyone
planed for this sort of prob-
lem. I'm afraid this is where |
you're going to get.your local I
community backlash.” |



