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. Saigon

ethamese para-
troopers leapfregged Com-
munist lines outside Saigon
aboard an armada of Ameri.
ea-made helicopters in a
gamble fo save a threaten
provineial capital.

More than 3000 paratroop-
ers were flown from Saigon
to the edge of Xuan Loc, 38
miles northeast of Saigon on
Highway 1, where heavy
fighting is reported under
way.

Radio messages from
Xuan Loc said its defenders
had thrown back two hu-
man-wave attacks by Com-
munist forces who attacked
with tank and artillery sup-
port. The defenders are
bracing for athird attack.

‘The operation was Seen as
a major gamble by govern-
ment commanders to obtain
a badly needed and morale
boosting victory. By moving
more than 3000 elite tropso
out of Saigon, the Joint Gen-
eral Staff stripped the capi-
tal of half its regular de-
fense force and left 4000 sol-
diers manning the inner de-
fenses of Saigon.

The paratroovers flew

over Communist lines
aboard nearly 50 helicox_o-
ters, including six big

twin-rotor CH-47 Chinooks.
which flew through heavy
antiaircraft fire to the we:t-
ern edge of Xuan Loc.
South Vietnamese military
spokesmen here said nearly
1000 North Vietnamese and

Viet Cong soldiers have been
killed in two days of fighting
in the Xuan Loc sector.

They listed government cas- |

ualties as 17 dead and 110
wounded.

A Hanoi Radio broadeast
claimed a Communist victo-
ry at Xuan Loc and said
government forces were on
the run. But field reports
" sald heavy fighting was still
under way at dark.

UPI correspondent Leon
Daniel reported from Hung
Nghia,. ten miles west of

Xuan Loc, that governm
entunits counterattacking al
Highway 1 were meeting
stiff resistance in their at-
tempt fo link up with the
paratroopers. ;

South Vietnamese Air

Force planes made heavy
bombing attacks in support

of thg ground troops but
dug-in. Communist wunits
were slowing the infantry
advance, Daniel said.

He said refugees fleeing
the fighting along Highway 1
were being killed and
maimed as they moved
westward.

At Bau Ca village, several
rgc_ket’s wounded at least 11
civilians, one of whom was a
young boy who died of his
wounds. 'The wounded were
carried fo the village mar-
ket by relatives.

Most of the refugees were
moving so slowly on foot
that they remained constant-
ly within range of the guns
of the advancing Communist
forces.

South Vietnamese ajr at-
?acks in Long Khanh prov-
ince, of which Xuan Loc is
the capital, and two coastal
provinces recently captured
by the Communists, Binh
Thuan and Ninh Thuan,
killed 247 Communist troops,
destroyed five tanks and 51
trucks, the Salsgon com-
mand said,

Meanwhile, eight big U.S.
Air Force C-141 Starlifter jet
transports landed at Saj-
gon’s Tan Son Nhut airbase
carrying tons of - military

and other equipment for !

South Vietnamese troops un-
der the emergency Ameri-
can supply airlif .t

When the planes flew out
during the afternoon, some
carried orphans bound for
new homes in the United
States and American civil-
lans pulling out because of
the Communist threat to Saj-
gon.

The American radio in
Saigon broadcast announce-
ments to U.S. citizens in-
forming them of the flights
and urging them to report to
Tan Son Nhut,
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