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WASHINGTON, June 15—The|Presidential election in Novem-
Nixon Administration is en-|ber. ) o
gaged in a broad policy review| Well-placed Admimstrapon
aimed at determining courses|sources disclose that, against
of action that might improve|the expected North Vietnamc.esei
;South Vietnam’s ability to with-|threat, officials are focusing|
stand military assaults next/on the following major ques-
year, after most American|tions: ) ‘
forces have been withdrawn. fHow rapxdly can most of
“In my view,” one senjor|the remain;pg United States
Government planner said, “this|forces be withdrawn after the
is the most important review ]1384’02(_’/"“1\2“ Ieve{ alljn r:;ﬁi‘;g:
we've made since the decision|Dec. 17. Many p
to pull out the first troops two |Fresident Nixon to scale down
”» to a residual force of 30,000 to
ye’i‘feiio-iew is being conduct 70,000 men by July 1, 1972, but
V. - o
ed against a backdrop of in- to leave enough flexibility in

. the pace of reductions so that
creased Congressional demands many of them can be timed for
to speed up the disengagement

and June.

process and of budgetary pres- ME:JyShould this residual force
FHIES Y0 LY EoSES i the! WaE include many helicopter and ar-
ZORE: . ftillery units to “stiffen” South
Other key developments in- Vietnamese defenses, or should
clude an estimate by the Na-jit pe made up primarily of ad-

- ed study by the National Secyr.

tional Security Council that|visers to Saigon’s forces plus
North Vietnam is building to- large numbers of supply teams
ward a new offensive in thelto pack up the billions of dol-
South next year. The Adminis-|jars worth - of weapons and
tration is also concerned about equipment that are to be re-|
the effects a major South Viet-|;;rned home? :
namese military. defeat in the| qshould ali or most of the|
spring of 1972 might have on _— |

!

Republican fortunes in the'Continued on Page 15, Column 1 l

Continued From Page 1, Col. 6

10 jet fighter-bomber squadrons
in Vietnam be returned along
with American ground troops?
One plan would remove all of
them from Vietnam but shift
several to Thailand where they
would join with eight squadrons
already there in continuing at-
tacks on the Ho Chi Minh sup-
ply trail in Laos. .
€gShould the South Viet-
namese Government be per-
suaded to reinforce its northern
provinces, considered the most
likely area of enemy assault,
and encouraged to conduct|-
many small hit-and-run ground
attacks into southern Laos next
winter and spring to keep the
enemy forces off-balance?

’69 Policy Shift Cited

In stressing the importance
of the current Teview, a senior
planner said the initial troop-
withdrawal decision taken two
years ago represented a rever-
sal of the strategy of maximum
pressure on the enemy in South
Vietnam and a decision to “train
equip and force Saigon to be-
gin taking over its own war.”
. “Until now,” this official con-
tinued, “we’ve retained enough
ground and air reserves in Viet-
nam s6 we could back Saigon
either against an attack or in
an assault of its own, in Cam-.
bodia, for instance, and in Laos.
But now we’re at the point
where even this combat reserve
is coming out and Saigon will
really be on its own.” .
Administration officials dis-
closed that a recently complet-

ity Council estimated that Han-
oi had seven military options
during the next dry season,
which runs from November
through May.

These range from continua-
tion of the present strategy of
protracted war, involving spor-
adic attacks on outposts and
rocket assaults on coastal bases
and South Vietnamese citieg to
all-out offensives throughout
South Vietnam and Cambodia.

The most likely prospect, the
analysis concluded, is of offen-
sives in the northern provinces
of South Vietnam, closest to
North Vietnamese bases and
supplies, and possibly in the
Central Highlands.

Foe Seeking to Extend Trails

Planners at the Pentagon,
the State Department and else.
where point out that Hanoi's
unexpected efforts to keep the

Ho Chi Minh complex of trails|®

open to traffic through the cur-
rent rainy season, together
with its efforts to expand the
supply routes westward, have
convinced most analysts that
new offensives are being
planned.

Analysts believe that the
North Vietnamese may attempt
some small-scale rocket and
ground attacks prior to South
Vietnam’s presidential election
in October in an attempt to un-
dermine President Nguyen Van
Thiew’s chances of re-election.

But they generally do not be-
lieve that North Vietnamese
and Vietcong forceg are capable
of a sustained offensive that
soon. The enemy forces will not

-«

have built up enough supplies
for large-scale operations until
at least January or February,
tthey feel.

One general said: “Next sum-
mer is the make-or-break peri-
od. If we can get the Sai-
gon Government successfully
through the dry season, they’ll
have almost another year to
further bolster their position.
And, not incidentally, it should
also carry us safely past our

own November elections.”




