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--vwuamese planes and| Still in Cam-

helicopter gunships and by

South Vietnamese tanks. The;

enemy, he said, was attacked'

along Routes 7 and 13, which

were also the lines of the South

Vietnamese withdrawal. -
Loses Put at 6

Colonel Hien put the South
Vietnamese losses during the
pullback at six men wounded.
[Reports from the field, The
Associated Press said, quoted
South Vietnamese troops as
saying that about 200 of their
men had been killed or wound-
ed Monday as they fought the
North Vietnamese Fifth Divi.
sion while retreating from
Snoul.]

“The withdrawal was part of
the whole plan of operation in
Cambodia during the rainy sea-
son,” Colonel Hien said through
an interpreter. He later said
that the withdrawal had been
“preplanned,” adding that Gov-
ernment troops had similarly
been pulled back from Snoul at
this time last year as the sum-
mer monsoon season got under
way.

——. ~uane

bodia, The Associated Press
said that, according to reports
from the field, they had pulled
back across the border to Loc-
ninh.]

Colonel Hien said it was pos-

sible that some battle-damaged'

South Vietnamese armored per-
sonnel carriers, tanks and
trucks had been destroyed by
Government troops in Snoul as

|the pullout began rather than

be further

ainy season.

he7said, “appei?zl:‘f‘»l
be orderly
itheir plan.”

e withdrawal,
from here to
and according to

The New York Times June 2, 1971
Saigon said its troops
were still near Snoul
(1). Fighting flared
east of Pnompenh (2).




