U.S. Action Linked
To Drives by Foe

By ROBERT B. SEMPLE Jr.
Special to The New York Times :

WASHINGTON, May 1 —
White House sources offered
an expanded account today of
President Nixon’s decision to
send American troops into
Cambodia, asserting that it was
based almost entirely on esti-
mates of dangerous enemy
activity in recent days. _

The sources also said that
the President’s strong rhetoric
|wasinfluenced by reports of
ilincreased Soviet activity in the
‘IMiddle East.
Informed officials made those
‘|points while providing some of
i|the chronology of events and
‘Imeetings leading up to the
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President’s decision. They said
that he thought about little else
in the 10 days before his
'speech yesterday and partici-
pated in several unannounced
sessions with his National
Security Council and other
| smaller groups of advisers.

! The  chronology  further
suggests that Mr. Nixon’s de-
cision to send Americans to ad-
vise a largely Vietnamese thrust
‘into the Parrot’s Beak section of
‘Cambodia—an operation that
began Wednesday—was reached

-at the same time as his decision|,

.to send combat troops into the
{Fishhook area the next day.

There was no-explanation of}|

rwhy the two operations were
not coordinated.
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Start of the Chronology
‘il The chronology begins, ac-

‘or so before the President’s
:San Clemente speech, in which
"he announced the withdrawal
of an additional 150,000 troops
from . Vietnam over the next
~ar, declared the Vietnamiza-
“{: 1 program’ a ‘success and
i {, @vserted that the end of the
fwar was in plain view.

He' was said have been
“oncerned about developments
i Cambodia but not enough
| tn insert- more than a stern
i} warning against further Com-
~unist excur§ions.

'fi At that time, according to
i IWhite Housé’ sources, Viet-
| iramese Communist movements

' u the diredffon of the Cam-
vdian capit@l were regarded as|

| (e -sentially defensive manéuvers

| "designed toffmake their sanc-

|  tuaries moggisecure.. . .
| .'In the . gext few days, how-
i jover, Congmunist —activity in-|
‘jcreased ad so did the Presi-!

‘dent’s. THe chronology runs as!
[ foilows: | :

'] On Ap‘_ril 20, as Mr. Nixen
Ig!was pytting  the finishing
| 'touches fon his San Clemente
raddress,f North  Vietnames f
'towns of Takeo and Snoul. Mr.
:Nixon returned to Washington,
junexpectedly, that night.

. On April 21 the Communists

;vording to the sources, a day|

‘troops dttacked the Cambodian|

—

m’s San ‘lemente speech—in
hich he w»at only announced
withdrawal mut repeated ear-
ier peace . ffers—with re-
newed activii: ‘n Cambodia.

There was wise some discus-
sion of intelbgmace informa-
tion that the Noréd Vietpamese
planned a “high paint”—large
attack—in South Vietnam in
the first six days of May.

On April 23 a smal group
known as the Washington Spe-
cial Action Group and chaired
by Henry A. Kissinger, the Pres-
ident’s national security adviser,
began considering Cambodia.
Mr. Nixon flew to his retreat
at Camp David on the 24th and
on Saturday the 25th he sum-
moned Mr. Kissinger. Mr. Nixon
ordered a ‘secret National Secu-
rity Council meeting Sunday.

By Monday the President had
decided what to do. At about
the same time, the White House
sources report, he agreed to
allow American military advis-
ers to accompany South Viet-
namese troops on attacks into
the Parrot’s Beak area.

'pushed closer to Pnompenh, at-
| tacked Saang, a town about 15,
jmiles from the capital, and’
jpersuaded Mr. Nixon’s high!
{tommand that the enemy was!
jdetermined to transform the!
eritire ‘border area into a large-|
Jv-self-sustaining base of opera-|
ittons for future assaults against:
‘South.Vietnam.

Dismay Was Voiced.

| The National Security C\oun-
;cil met the next day for a long
| dnnounced session devoted to
Cambodia. No decision was
taken, but some of the mem-

rs reportedly expressed dis-
inay that the Communists had

[

thsoen to respond to Mr. Nix-




