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BATON ROUGE — There are striking parallels

in the visits of the Kennedy brothers to Louisiana | er forget ‘what he said.

--eight years apart, hoth focusing on a quest for the
presidential nomination by the Democratic Party.

John F. Kennedy visited the Rlce Festwal at |

= ~Crowley in 1959 a few months

Sen. Robert F. Kennedy will |
visit Louisiana April 5-6, in his

Sen, Ken-
will be
the guest of
City Judge
Edmund Reg
gie of Crow- 3
ley, just as &
Jack Kennedy §
was in 1959 §
when he look- |
ed into a .
crowd of 127,
000 South Lou
at
the Rice Festi-
vali i
Reggie believes that Sen.
Kennedy is coming to' Louis-
iana a better known figure and
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dle of winning  the

the people than did John Ken-

Reggie was a cochairman of
the Kennedy campaign in Lou- |
isiana in 1960 and is now
a leading Supporter of Robert
Kennedy in his delayed bid for|
the nommation |

5 ]

AT THI‘S-STAGE,' Bobby is |

- stronger,”” Reggie said. “1 am |

—only judging from the reaction:|
Cof his impending visit. Jack |

was not as well ‘known then

. as Bobby is today.”

_ are saying "I waited too leng

~I'm not going to wait that

.have to, a large extent, sub-.

- Reggie feels that North Lou-
" isiana still remains the same

He said the big issues fac-
ing John Kennedy in 1959 w
he came to the Catholic — |
French South Louisiana coun- |

try were his age and religion. ‘ -

“Bobby (at 42) doesn't have |
to prove his age and that he
is American enough,”’ Reggie
continugd. ‘Those two issues

sided

Whatever strength Sen. Ken-,
nedy might have in Louisiana |
is predominently in the South,

obstacle to Robert as it id to
John,
“There ave some people who

to appreciate Jack Kennedy,

long to be for Bobby Ken-
nedy,” Reggie said. “Conse-
quently we have more people
waifing to work for him."
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HE SAID, “we also find
there are some people who
are for Bobby Kennedy be-
cause there is a great deal of
sentimentalism for the late
president.”

“Bobby strikes a responsive
chord because people are dis- |
enchanted with President |
Johnson.”

The latter stalement might
he more wishful thinking than
a realistic appraisal.

Both  John Kennedy and
Robert were facing the hur-

| ana)

‘son in’

“there;”
asked me how many people |
in Crowley and [ said about

| 15,000. It became a joke with
' us because they really didn’t

tion' “from  the atic
Parf.y At the time of his.
visit to Crowley in 1959, how-
ever, John was further along
the road toward his goal and
people were aware he was in
the race.

When Robert Kenne d ¥y
comes to Crowley, his bid for
the nomination will be much
more difficult — facing an
incumbent President and with
a later start.
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Kennedy at the 1956 Demo-
cratic convention in Chicago
when the Louisiana and Mas-
sachusetts delegations were
seated across the aisle from
each other. Reggie had rela-
tives ‘he visited and became
aware of the support for John
Kennedy for the vice-presi-
dential bid that year.
“Camille Gravel (who was
to become Democratic Nation-
al Committman from Louisi-
and I thought he
was a wery attractive candi-
date,” Reggie commented.
hey met Robert first and
told him they ‘would. like to
help John as much as’ possi-

“We had been hound to |

Frank Clement of Tennessee
for vice - president,” Reggie
said. “When it became ‘ap-
pamnt that Clement couldn’t

\ae WEI’lt right on to Ken-
nedy.'!

Reggie said, “‘Uncle Karl
(the late Gaov.
wanted Sen. Estes Kefauver
and we played it a little touch

and go for awhile. The dele- |

| gates wanted Kennedy and
voted under the unit rule and
we went for him.”
S i #
KENNEDY LOST fo Ke-
fauver, but on the way out of

the arena he remarked to

Reggie and Gravel "‘I’ll be in

| fouch w1th you again.”’

Later in 1956, = Kennedy
campalgned for Adlai Steven-
New Orleans and Ope-
lpusas. He and Reggie stayed
in close touch ‘and in 1959
Reggie visited Kennedy at his

‘home in Georgetown and in-

vited him to the Rice Festi-
val.

“He said' whats that and I
said we’ll have 50,000 people
Reggie " said. =~ “He

expect even 15,000.

“There were 127,000 people
— a sea of humanity around
the courthouse, People knew
he was running — although
it was two months before he
announce.

ii REGGIE FIRST became |
acquainted with the brothers

Earl Long) !

“He looked at that sea of *

mittee
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JFK, RFK Visit Similarities Seen |

p&uple and the band was
playing. “‘Dixie,” and I'll nev-
He: |

| sald, ‘My God, the South has
Risen Again.’ 3
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NEARLY EVHRY candidate
for governor, including Gov.
Jimmie Davis, visited with
Kennedy at Reggie’s home,
Gov. McKeithen has been in-
vited fo visit with Robert but
has not accepted.

Sen. Kennedy two years
ago cancelled a visit to speak
at the AFL-CIO Convention in
New Orleans hecause high
ranking politicians, including
Rep. Hale Boggs and Gov.
MecKeithen, would not be pn
the same platform with him.

Mrs. John F. Kennedy also
appeared at the Rice Festi-

val and when she spoke in |

French, the response from the
audience was overwhelming,
‘Reggie said. There are no
plans for Ethel Kennedy, Rob-

| ert’s wife, to make the wvisit

although they may change.
Louisiana did not support
Kennedy ai the national con-
vention in Los Angeles in
1960 and is not expected to

| support Robert in Chicago in

1968. :
The delegates probably will

'support Lyndon Johnson.
EE

REGGIE SAID HE made

| an' effort to swing the Lou-

1315.311 delega’res to Kennedy
theeugh  Gov.. Jimmie H.
Davis.

‘1 tried fo gel Gov. Davis
to. go with us,” Reggie said.
““He was the key man. But
‘Goy.  Davis chose not to
support him. They met at
my home - and had a nice
meeting and I had the feel-
ing he would have gone
along.

“But in between the first
and second primaries (when
Davis faced the late Chep
Morrison in a runoff) there
was a widespread rumor
that Kennedy. had asked the
AFL-COPE (political action

| group) if they could a<51st

Morrison.

“Davis believed that was
done, although the help did
not  materialize,”
said.

Davis later worked in the
Democratic’  Central Com-
in a wvain effort
to give the coveted rooster |
emblem of the state party
to an unpledged elector
slate, denying it to Kenne- |
d .

At the national convention
in Los Angeles in 1960 the
delegation would not answer
telephone calls from Robert
Kennedy, Reggie recalled.

Reggie worked with
Federal Judge Frank B. El- |
lis as campaign leaders
statewide and Gov. McKeith-
en, who was still a public
service commissioner, co- |
ordinated efforts in North ,

Louisiana for Kennedy.
Although McKeithen has

not been a supporter of Ken-

nedy, . particularly on the

‘ Vietnam
| lieves that McKeithen will be |

Reggie |
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issue, Reggw bhe-

| reasonable about any sugges- |
| tions that might be proposed. |

' Reggie, also a close support- '
er of McKeithen, has been

trying to bring Robert Ken-

nedy ‘and the governor fto-

gether as a running team.

HOWEVER, THE governor,
sensing the political winds
in the state, has steered shy
of any coalition with the
New York senator. The pop-
ularity of John Kennedy,
: who carried the state by a
| bare majority over the Re-
publican and unpledged elec-
| tor slates, declined some-
what after the racial turmoil
in Mississippi and Alabama.

Reggie believes that has
| been erased by the assassi-
" ‘nation, but there still re-
mains considerable animosity

foward Sen. Kennedy.

The visit of Robert Kenne-
dy will begin with a recep-
tion in New Orleans by the
Young Democrats, a speech
at Louisiana State Universi-
ty in New Orleans and a
small private dinner by Reg-
gie in the Crescent City.
The party then will fly to
| Crowley Friday night and
{ spend the night at Reggie's
home.

Scores of newsmen will be
brought in from out-of-state
to report the wisif.

Reggie arranged the occas-
sion last October. “I wanted
| him to. visit here because he

has .a sentimental attach-
ment fo this part of the
state,” Reggie said. “It has

“been good to him.”

THE 1860 VICTORY was
{ preduced in Seuth Louisiana
and Reggie said. he never
had any doubts ahout the
vote, even urging John Ken-
nedy it would not be neces-
sary to campaign here al-
though he volunteered to do
50.

It may not be necessary—
in the face of delegate oppo-
sition—for Robert to cam-
paign here, but perhaps Sen.
Kennedy is looking beyond
i the convention to the election
| this year or in 1972.

$33, 800 Gran
Tulane University fhas been|
|awarded a $33, 800 grant, the|
Umted States Offfee of Educa-|
ltin announced yesterday, to
!conduct a shoft-term institute
Ito {rain colfege teachers in
'the use of fnodern educational |
sucff as teaching ma-|
lchines anfi computers. |
are  being|
# 40 other colleges and|

fities under Title VI-B|
Higher Education Act|

wish|
must

Fi-|

arnl:

|

7 anu:tv personnel who
to atterid the institute
Apply dn_eclh to Tulane.




