New Orica

Attorney Delayed

Partin

Testify

‘on't
at

O'HaraProbe

By DAVID SNYDER
Baton Rouge Teamster boss Edward Grady Par-
tin said today he would not answer questions before a
Louisiana Supreme Court commission looking into al-

leged wrongdoings by Criminal District Judge Mal-
colm V. O'Hara until he could be represented by his

attorney.
Partin showed up at the
hearing this morning with

four friends, but without -

an attorney.
When the commission hear-

ing broke for lunch, Partin, !

who was the principal wit-
ness in the prosecution of
Teamster boss James A. Hof-
fa, still had not testified.
Partin’s testimony was in-
strumental in getting Hoffa

convicted of jury tampering.

PARTIN SAID HE was to
have been represented by an
attorney from Washington,

D. C., but the man could not
make it because of sickness
in his family.

Asked if he wasn't afraid
he would run into trouble for
nol answering questions, Par-
tin said:

“If you see me walkirr® out
of there with handcufi--‘%on,
you'll know. . .."” £k

“I DON'T THINK I should
answer questions anywhere
without an attorney,” gaig
Partin.  “I don’t intend to
answer questions without an
attorney.”

The only witness questioned
this  morning was Judge
O'Hara himself. It was
learned that O’Hara will prob-
ably be on the stand in the

closed-door hearing for some

time betore anyone else is.
' shortly in Baton Rouge are

called.

The procedure is for thel

state to question the witness,

It there is an objection from!

the witness’ attorney, the
commissioner, Michael M, Ir-
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win, then rules en this objec-
tion.

O'HARA WAS EXPECTED
to testify for most of the day

today.
Partin was asked if he was
surprised fo see Zachary

‘‘Red” Strate at the hearing.
He said:

“Yes, I was.
he was in Florida.”

Strate, one of the builders
of the Fontainebleau Motel
here, was an associate of
Hoffa and was subsequently
convicted with him on a fraud
charge. Hoffa is now in a
federal prison in West Vir-
ginia serving time on the jury
tampering conviction.

Partin also said he was
“mildly surprised” to see Dis-
trict Attorney Jim Garrison
at the hearing.

PARTIN SAID HE had a
“‘general conversation” with
Strate in the witness room
about the presidential race,
the recent Democratic pri-
mary, ‘“nothing specific.”

Strate and Partin have been
on opposite sides in the Hoffa
controversy.

Partin said the witnesses
were under orders not to dis-
cuss the O'Hara case.

On another matter, Partin
said he believes the Labor-
Management Commission
hearings scheduled to begin

“illegal. I think the com-
mission is illegal.”

HE SAID THE commission
hearings would prove nothing.
(’Hara was the first witness
to leave the court building aft-

to oust Criminal Distriet Judge Maleolm V. O’Hara are, from left, Louisiana At-
torney General JACK P. F. GREMILLION, East Baton Rouge Parish District
Attorney SARGENT PITCHER and JUDGE O’HARA.
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EDWARD GRADY PARTIY
Hearing witness,
er the commission broke for i
lunch. He walked past news- |
men with his two attorneys, |
stating simply, ‘Lunch
break.”

Strate and Garrison made
surprise  appearances this
morning.

Irwin was appointed by the
Supreme Court to gather evi-
dence and compile a record.

This record will then be

| submitted to the high court,

where it will become public.

ON MAY 3, the court will
hold a trial on the state's suit
to remove Judge O'Hara from
office.

*Strate has reportedly been
living in Miami and was
therefore out of the court’s
jurisdiction. Garrison has
never previously figured in the
case involving Judge O’Hara.

The hearing today was for
the presentation of evidence
on a charge that O’Hara im-
properly iried to obtain evi-
dence to reverse the convic-
tionse of Hoffa and Strate.

Strate made only a brief
appearance today at the Su-
preme Court building. He left
quickly with a friend after-
wards,

When a reporter started to
ask him a question, Strate
said: “Man, don’t even look at
me!”

The red-haired witness wore
sunglasses and carried a top-
coat over one arm. His un-
identified friend carried a

tartan plaid suitcase.

GARRISON, who arrived at
the court building almost at
the same time as Strate, said
he did not know why he was -

| brought into the case.

Asked if he had been sub-

~ penaed, the DA said “No.”

Asked why he was making
the appear ance, Garrison
said:

“I don’t know, myself.”

When he left the court
building, Garrison was asked
why he thought he had been
called, and answered:

“I wouldn't even want to
speculate.”

The DA, in apparent good
spirits, said he had never met
Partin in his life and, I have
nothing to do with the case.
This is one imbroglio that I
seem to have missed some-
how, "
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