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BATON ROUGE — An |
investigation- into_ a’ tele- |
phone link bitween Tagk-i-
ets figure Carlos Ma

when' it began“pointing in
Oﬁ}.l.‘-ﬂiﬁui'j.{':ms;fﬁi.-u ns, the.
StatesTte as leatied.,

Thi; ‘i short; is the- story
of ' telephohe’ No: 3436108 at
the sfate capitol.

{id

b2 e
that number f ommie pri
telephone of Marcello?:
The ‘stafe prabe was being
conducted ‘hysthe investigative |
staif of the state Lapar-Man- |

agement ion” at’ the |
direction . John J. Me~ |
Ketthen st (o ) ‘
IT WAS ORDERED after a |
Life miagazine’ article in Sep- !
tember ‘said “Marcello ' called
Young, eqm,‘nf? on Young's
o e in the governor’s ‘I

e 8, Column 1)

Contined from Front P:_ige |
office in 1966 and 1967,

MecKeithen ;askeg the East |
Baton Rouge: distiictvattorney |
also forinvestigate=specifical- |
ly o prosecute Marcello; if he |
could.® ]

The  special investigative
staff of the Labor-Manage-
ment Commission- discavered
that 'the . “‘direct, line” to
Young,” in' fact, was‘‘not in
Yourig's office at all. |,/

IT 'WAS A LINE 0 a phon§
th%t was ‘maintained-under u%‘i
ushial security precautjons i
the office of the ‘sﬁ'e&t‘}(’er*‘-"dﬂ
the House at the request of
-C. H. “Sammy” Downs. ..
" After the special’ Investi/
gators began checking ﬂl,lf as-.
pect, the ‘investigation was or-
dered ended ‘and lef;glﬁttg-;f‘rha
district attorney to cheéck the
relationghip hetween ‘Marcello
and Young for. any law viola-
tions.

t

that " telephone. Those dates

' The Life story said: “Many

! 1967

- The governor was provided |
with a list of dates on which
“Young allegedly was called on

ate May 17, May.24, June 6,
'June 15, June 29 (two calls)y
Jully 15, July 19, July 26, Aug. |
25, Sept. 7, Sept. 15, and Sept.
16, all in 1966. .

ed by the governor with the
Life allegations, he at first de-
nied any relationship with

A0

times, from June, 1966, unfil
‘March, 1967, Carlos -Marcello
placed telephone calls to Aub-
rey- Young's direct line (343-

| 6106 at the governor’s offices

in the state Capitol at Babon

. -Rouge.”
| During this period the num-
! ber 343-6106 was paid for by

the governor’s office but could
only be answered in the speak-
er’s office, which was down,
the hall from the governor's
office which was then on the
first floor of the Capitol.

YOUNG, WHO admits to a
relationship with Marcello and |
having talked with him by tel-

' ephone, insists that he did not

use the telephone in the speak-
er’s office for that purpose.
Marilyn Regan, a secretary

| in the speaker’s office, who

also is a personal secretary to
Downs, says that she' never
received a call for Young on
that telephone.

Downs, who is now an un-
paid adminisirative assistant
to Gov. McKeithen, says that
he never received a call from’ |
Marcello on that phone either
in his own name. or in the
name of Young.

Mrs. Regan had charge of
that telephone, which had at
times been locked in a spec-
ially built metal cabinet. {

GOV. M'KEITHEN was
convinced last September, aft-
er conferring with edifors of
Life magazine, that Young
had a relationship with Mar-
cello.

Life said there had heen
possibly 50 to 60 calls te a
“Mr. Young” or an F[A.
Young” at 343-6106 from Mar- |
cello’s private telephone in'a
Jefferson  Parish motel be- |
tween May 1966 and March,

AW Young was confront-

Marcello.

" HOWEVER, PUBLIC Serv-
ice Commissioner John Hunt |

of Ruston had already in-
formed McKeithen that he and
Downs had been introduced fo’
Marcelle in a Shveveport res-

| taurant in 1966 by Young.

Hunt said he received a con-
tribution for his own campaign
from Marcello at that time.
Downs told ‘the States-Item
that he had met Marcello only
once and that was«a casnal in-
troduction in' 1964 in a Lafay-
ette restaurant. The iranseript
of a closed hearing of the
state Labor - Management
Commission in November re-

veals a claim that Mareello |
bragged about influence with |

Young, Downs and Theo Can-
gelosi, another close associate

. of the governor.

Young admitted the Shreve-

port meeting with Marcello |

and also to conversations with
him on the phone. However,
he refused to admit that he

| had talked with Marcello 50

or 60 times. He also told the
governor that the number was
Downs’ number and Downs
later told the governor that he
had not received
on that line from Marcello.

YOUNG HAS ADMITTED
only two telephone conversa-

tions with Marcello. One oc- |
curred, he said, while he was |

sitting at his regular desk in
the executive suite, when he
says Marcello called to in-
quire about the domed  sta-
dium. The other was af his’
home on the state police
grounds,

When McKeithen returned
from New York, he sum-
‘moned East Baton Rouge Dist.
Atty. Sargent Pitcher to the
‘mansion and told him “I want
you to prosecute Marcello.”

Young was brought to the
mansion from Southeast Lou-
isiana Hospital at Mandeville,.

. whete he had been confined,

and was turned over to the
district attorney for question-
ing.

Cangelosi was called to the
mansion, on the assumption
that he was Young’s atforney.
However, after being apprised

of the situation he pleaded |
that he was not a criminal!

lawyer and did not want to

become involved. Young' said
he did not need a lawyer

/| Miss., and at Baton Rouge;

any calls ||

and submitted {0 hours of
questioning.

“THE INFORMATION sup-
-phied to Gov. McKeithen by
Life on phone calls from
Marcello’s office, which was
| turned over to the district at-
torney, included calls to a
number of other individauls
as well "as to Young.

Among them were calls lisi-
‘ed to Rep. James Beeson of
Jefferson Parish at Wiggins, |

| and to Sen. E. W. Gravolet |
| of Puinte 'a La Hache at
Baton’ Rouge.

The East Baton Rouge Par-
ish district attorney has been
attempting to get records on
the telephone calls but has
been unsuccessful. Those sus-
penaed for presentation to the |
grand jury date back only to
July, 1967. i

The number 343-6106 during
the period of May-September,
1966, the specific dates furn-
ished the governor, could only
|| be answered on a call direc-
tory' telephone instrument.
| Such a phone has a large
number of lines feeding into
| it (a number of extensions)
- and this ene in the speaker’s
office. was identical o those
| in " the 'governor’s  office.

_ A PERSON USING the call |
directory in the speaker’s of-
fice could have heard calls
in the governor’s office. They |
also could have buzzed the |
governor directly on this in-
strument, Mrs. Regan said
" this was the reason the phone
was locked up in the metal
cabinet for a period.

The number 343-6106 came
into being as the private tele-
. phone of Downs in 1964 when
he was on the payroll of the
-governor as an administrative

—— Pt

assistant and had an office
adjacent to the governor in
the executive suite.

At that time, the number
could he answered in Downs’
office, on a call directory in-
strument af the front recep-
tion desk and on a gall di-
rectory in the speaker’sioffice.

Mrs. Regan acfed as
Downs’ secretary, and secre-
taries in the governor’s office
were! instructed mnot -to an-

swer his private line,




DOWNS LEFT state govern- |
ment in December, 1965, and.
‘hit office was taken over by

Leun Gary, who had the m.tm_-_I
" ber 343-6106 removed from;{"

|that particular call directory.
Tt eould still be answered at
the reception desk and in the |

peaker’s office. Downs had

e number maintained so he'
could be‘contacted through it

though he no longer was
ially a member of the
gﬁverumant family.

‘The arrangement where the
phone could be answered at
two locations remamed uritil
one day in early 1966, when
a secretary in the governor 8
office inadvertently picked up
on 343-6106, This hmught Mrs.
Regan to the governor’s’ of-
fice where an emotional
scene -oceurred,

After that the number 343-
§106  was didcontinued (in
April, 1966) at. the reception
desk and then could be an-
swered only on the call direc-
tory in''the speaker’s office,

fig

. THE: SPEAKER’S ‘office also
had its own set of telephenes
fo the Capifol
" switchboard and with private
es. The speaker's office
- its  phones, “but the
ber” ‘3436106 continied to

1ce,

»@;ﬁ had a mainfe-
iploye at the Capitol

ion a safe out of a metal

cable and &« lock was
nstalled.

- The phone was kept locked
up-at night and answered

{ -governors office paid
' of $26.50 a month
phone and there were
ng long distance
sainst if.

NOVEMBER, 1966, atter
gover or's  office ‘was
e fourth floor, the
ory — on which
uld be heard in the

's fﬂce—was ‘chang-
i e instrument,
atewas -reduced to,

th.

said that Young
used- the telephone
on but that he had
ed anycalls durmg

e —————

paid out of the governor's |

It was at this time that

abinet. A hole was cut in |
-¢abinet for the call direc- |

y by Mrs. Regan in the |
time.

4 3436106 — the number Un

! sﬁecml mvestigators assigned

Much of this information
about use of Telephone No.

' Marcello and on':W
Keithen based his b
Ywng had betrayed:

into the, hands’’

to probe it

HOWEVEI{,- THE special |
investigators’ probe was end-
‘ed, and no-report has been
. made on it.
" Young, an alcoholic, has

‘| been in and out of the. men-

tal hospital at Mandeville. He
has carried the brunt of the
adverse publicity that follow-

ed the Life stories on:
ized crime.  Hi _E d 1

- himself _with Jlo  and
with an effort to. Inter-
national TeamstarB , siaMes -
Hoffa' from: prison, © =

District ‘Attorney: Plteher is |
scheduled to.make a report—
posgibly this.week — to Gov.
McKeithen - on the results of

his mvestlgauun ?j

It will ‘show ' that rey
Young' admitted -to twostele-

phone convarsahous w1 Car- |

s
los Marceﬂo and that ne1ther

" he nor the East Baton Rouge
Parish Grand Jury-could find.

“that re‘.latmnshlp

‘But ' the question of who an-

swered the calls on 343-6106

any- violations of the: law in | is still unresolved.




