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Lhe Jim Ga'riscon vhanomenon relates i Ginctely te its onvircrasnt,
L. 5
Here was a maro narish distriet aviorney dizzing into a gquestio ! thut
had  reoccupled a top=-iovel federal comnission for niss we ths, chillenring
its basic coneluslicrng, ond wauuameing to the verld in general that the
nest successiul and melmsnsous polidiesl assaszlnati: o in meden ti es
~= 11 Dallas -= had been hintched in the sunvosedly somnclont southern
city of lew Orleans.

qu essont ol legul undernimning of this sitwaticn is the teritape
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pt the lanrleonic Code in the s Louisiana stuie cogtitutirn, 7 ich
by all aceounts sa2enz to mulke tlie dictriet atierney "tho oot nowarful

loeal clected official,”

(*lidle this makes 1% ovogsible fer the cutsider %o ronerive of more
and broader initianilves awitilabls fic Garrison thon nlzht be the case
Vith a dietrict alltorney in seihe cther state, it dees net explain the
anomaly therein tds sane parochlal DA, al the sane tine he was widely
dceused off zranbing headlines o furtheor nis molicial armbition, vas found

;o be warring with the loeal press, TIndded, he was so hrowmed off

S1th the way the nenopelistic “ev Yrleans nows cetailishuent vas hirdg=in gin
his ernanditures of muilile .y in his investigutic that he arruanged

4o have it flaaneed insteud ¥y « private c¢luh of Loeal usinessmen,

ostly oil nen,

L}hen Clay ~ha: vas aryrested, the swsctacle ns sorved un of one of the
most respectod Tigmres 1 the we intornoatioal Business comnunity belng
cnarged with lelpln? to plot the assassi-wtiiny and a2t the sanc tie
pertrayed, innmlis“tly "y the disclosure of certuin ovidence, as leading
g high'y irrepular nverdonal 1life, *+hw su'den death of David I'errie,

and subsequant rovelati: s ol his exciile carssp, uide 1t plain that gtrange
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things dindeed were ning on in Jew Urleans.
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[ basic anestlcns aroser Thut wrecisely is tho prlitieal
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sariromient in 4 lower Misslssippl cotuary ? Can 1t support a
politieal 1ifc Torm like Garrison uhe 1is snything nore than the
null elty=soeling, nolitically aulitious muffoon he was Lmreliately aund
#idely painted $ e
(_T;ha near-unoninlty xksthxnﬁi ith which Garrison was thus
d n'ected provided na haps the first sensible é;; clue to 2 sensible
reality. T ho vere such an anbitious eloun, why 211 the Tuss ?
W.onld he ned di@ nis o'n grave soonoer and deeper than anyone else eruld dig
1t for him 2 T2 Ao hai oo ease, had he nol chosen the shortest
poesitile reute o pelitleal csulcide 7 It boecame zonarent vy socon
that, hoadstrong Teol or not, he was operciing in an area vhich very
inTlusntial poople found intolarably sensitives hence tho fuss,
Lghero were gortain evcoritions, Gov, Jrhw lleKoithen, a dohnseon

.

supnorter, made 15 elasar he had ne intontion of tunpling with Garrison,
at least tn the extent ol unyihirg reserhing an open ch .llonge, And
part. in revrrtors Logan to verk dnto their siories meaningful hits of

infformati n o vt Garrisons la was - v:racicue reader, He nliuyed chess,

apurt
He clearly vias snwethiuﬁ‘xggk/frum the criwn bung llo stercoiype of the

4 Bifious prose.utor; as an alr Force officer ho had scen razi
~meortration esnmps at the end of Yerld Uar IT and cortain ideas atount
hunan disnity and froedem had Jj=1lled in 1iis mindy ho had chillenged
a corrupt loecal judielary system and had foight the case all the way to
the Suprene Court and had ven. I he were a siipleton, he was an oddly
cruplieated one,
s e

Z “ha newt clne X in the s torrent of ridicule loosed upon hiim was
the churge tnat he was unother llusy Long. ihis vac a » vealing nistake,
cince it reealled thiy intoresting eircunstance that lLong vas assassinated by
o selon of the 014 Guard in fvuilslana and sugpested at the sane tive

+that assazginsti ng ot least are not unthinkahle there. .@
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(It also reealled the old Louisliana saying thut covarybody was against

Huey except t.:.e people, Tong tas an unabashed demagoguve, but ths faet tha
ha was returned tr office agoin and again ean rean cniy that he delivered on
soime of his nromises -=- encugh, at least, Lo 'niivaite the sntrenched
estatlishment to got rid of hin,

¥

/ Vhat is the natare of this 014 Guard ? For an cutslder it is diffieult
‘o say, ocucng stoates, Leulsiana is relatively self-centailned in some ways,
It has a rich prrt serving o vast intorior trading areas 1t has oil, gas,
sulfur, =n o 'fshore fishing industry, and the rgchest of all land, a vast
river loeod nlain and delta, et Urleans is an old eity, in Anerican
torms, I ic rich from gensratl '8 as a greut port. It 1s cosmopolitan,
considera 1y homun Culholic and yet somehow parf of the 01ld Scouth,
[ In the eity as in fthe state there is nc real two party system

as outside the Leuth, Phiere is the traditirnal rivalyy bhotween two
factir s of Denccrats, One is the 0ld Guurd, Hemt on maintaining its

1storic doninunce of thoe econmmy and politics; thoe cithor 1s the new element
Jilving to f1lirt With the people - as lipey Tong 4id -- in order tc gain
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honesexuality, usunlly rises with the ase of the culture and the spread

% any nature scciety tie incidence of soeiul aberrati n, ineluding

of ersnopeiiianism, and L ruling c¢lass sconer or later is a 'Tedted., Thus
in New Urleans a Clay Shaw, an arparent aberrant 17 ne is to aceopt his
cvllectiinn of whips and chalns as intleutive, wias a respected and successful
businessman 1o had occcupled an jinnortant pesitlen in $h- inter:mtic al
trade comunity Tov nany years. Hare he ha? exercized hiis undrubted talents,
and in an earllsr Apny careor, without, apmaranty, engsunteringﬁﬁerieus
diffienlty. I there cun be 2 Clay Lhaw high in the pow-r structure of

Hew Orleans, there ean be others 1like him, I¥ fact the assumption that

ha vas net unlgue in hiis ecopmmanity ;;g 1s all but inevitalle, A elicue

of worts is iipliled, hattening upen tho xmx vreservati n of the nld order



as & neans ol insuring its on survival, It would not tale too luarge
a4 ¢livne: =®xx a fev strafeglc bunkers, a Clay Shaw in the International
Yrade Mart, a tean of talsnted lawyers, a julge or two, und the stringle-
hold unon thae business commn’ty enuld b wel -niph unbreackable, ixmcent
by 1 triublesone rabblercuser like ilucy Leng, Or a DA like Garrison.

If onae pusiulates suel: & ccterdie of abo rants high In the pelitical
and b&ginQSR levels of the gtate and city, tieir proh bLle prlitieal
prientation and uetitods avht otieally fnllow, Yhey gravitate
nalurally o bhe £ »ight sepment of tle pelitical spectrum (in ~pite
of, and Lo a cortain extont because of, tho vnususl atmnsphere of tclerance
in such & eity) and find it notaral %o suprort right-'dng causes net only
in heuisiona hut also thoovthott the latin-Anerican tradting arveas :ith
Miienh they do husiness, Uoey uwruld deal il tiwe llatia as Tong as stch

s do

dealings Turtheor tiisir oun ddsss onds and e Nt monace them., (Is the
privutely tinonced llew Jrleans :letropolitan Crime Comnilssion a symntom
o7 this situation ?)

(an siell o iTion o nen like David Ferrie night Mind mpxasssfnge
o kind eof refuge and relutive security, un’® like other homosexuals roiurn
again and zgain to thils relutively ciifortable, tolerant hase.

que additie al factor nust be noted here: H.ie ¢ Lbinatdl: @ of a
groat trading perd, 30k its convecilous W th many foreigh governments
and benkerg, and the cosmepelitan asvircomment of lLew Orleans uade the
International Yrude liart all ori an wbsclutely certuinty zs a base of
spne ltind for the Contral Inteliligence A eney. +hes CTL could sc .reely
nezleet such a faelilty. Yonseovently the v obuhility nf a connectirn
hotwaen Shaw and the CTA nust Te o nsldered = Vary s Trong one,.

Lnf this ds a reamimalla olefura of the nelitleal elinate in Hew

Orleans, vhat of the opvositic +thoet mighl seel to ehillonge it 7

eta

dfi co iuoy Liong thero seens it have ' on o sericnsg eli.llenge io the

014 Gnard. ltheurh JeKnithen wnears Ho ronresent = more 1liboral
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g oeh thun weny in fius pest. Long's brother, iurl, clowned nis way thriugh
the statehouse, su’ mever with lluey's skill or firmiess, ani e ended

1 poking far noers f;;; the buffoon imey nas supnosed to he than lluey ever
vas. luey's son, lussell, rrojects tie old ~hiea type oi Sentlor, btut he

113 not get to be mujority Leader In tiec Senave by bLoing altogether stupld,
and vet he too lacks the didlve snd dynamle of . is fathoer, His retatively
nild aneriach te things, his inng-staniing 11iance with Johnson, «ll

1mlic -te W feels hie dees not have vha nopular bass his futher had altheovgh

ho ohvi nelv has on: ek wo resaln In office.

. l I.'- . - - - - - - -
[ ho o Ga rison, vwhether ho 1o 3@anbitious politie .1ly as his crifies
olai - 1s 84371 nnt answera le and not o directly rolevant, Whal can be

said 4s that he has ennngh

croup of husinessmen, liest T these are Indenandent oil nen and it sceis

co und finenaial support fer his Investigaticn from a

reasnralile Lo assune thuid thoy find the nolitiBazl and finaneizl setup

in Touisiana rostrictive encugh that thoy ae 717 ing to back Garrison,
and w0 th vney. In se deing they stray from 41 oxmz normal orhit of
newly-rich oil nen, vlho ccimenly cencentrate eon helding on to sdch deligits
as tio oil denletion alleowarnce i tha tidelands gravy traln, 4s husinessmen,

they un uesticnally see advantage to themselves in bacling Ga rison, and it

p0ld anpear that they have thalr sights set on unhersing the 0ld Guard
’

wieh characteristieanlly would regard them as niuyeaux riches an? therefore
Tacling in the recuynized cuzlirie tics for the Lruisiana aristocracy, and

ther8fore g for the b st clubs, the Test businmss ¢ ntacls, and so on,
d}'xethf;tr thoy actually want to take over eintrel of the sta'e

politieally is fa- from clear at this Alstance. "Mhat is clear 1s that they

want te lonsen the grip of the OLd Guard on the state and city and are

21114ing to back Garrisen in order G bring it atout,
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