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Shaw Told A Friend
His Life Was Ruined
By Garrison’s Probe

By JACK NELSON

Special To The Times
From The Los Angeles Times

NEW ORLEANS — After New
Orleans . civic Jeader Clay L.
Shaw was arrested March 1 on
a charge of conspiring to assas-
sinate President John F. Kenne-
dy, he told a friend his life had
been ruined and he felt he was
living a nightmare.

For three months he's been
trying to awake from the night-
mare, taking heart each fime a
newspaper, magazine or televi-
sion report punctures another
hole in Dist. Atty. Jim Garri-
son's investigation of the assas-
sination.

BUT NOT until Garrison's top
aide, William Gurvich — who
goes befote a Grand Jury
today — resigned Monday and

called on the district attorney to|

drop the conspiracy charge did
Shaw show any real exuber-
ance.

One of his closest friends,
Mrs. Howard F. Bogner, yester-
day quoted him as saying:

“God, it's a gift from heaven.
I had no idea this would hap-
pen."

On the advice of his attor-
neys, Shaw, 54-year-old former

director of the New Orleans In-|

ternational Trade Mart, contin-
ued to refuse to comment on the
case.

Mrs. Bogner, well-known busi-
nesswoman, told how Shaw kept
to himself at his French Quar-
ter residence immediately after
the arrest, reluctant to be seen
in publie, but then began to see
old friends.

“All of his friends who know
him well have stuck by him,”
she said. “They know he ig in-
nocent."

SHAW, a tall, handsome and
silver-haired former Army
major who won combat decora-

tions in World War II, has|

maintained an outward appear-
ance of calm since his arrest.
Mrs. Bogner says he is “a very
self - contained, self - disciplined
person.”
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“But he told me it was like
living a nightmare,”” she said,
“like the end of the wor]d."”

Mrs. Bogner quoted:Shaw as
saying after his arrest, ‘'Mgy life
is completely “ruined.  Here' at
my age I- thought T had
accumulated-lenough “to retire;
and write, Bmigning to pay out
everything toatforneys.’'

She said Shaw already is hurt-
ing financially from attorney

fees and investigative costs of|l

trying to disprove Garrison's
assassination charge.

Shaw, described by friends
as a politica] liberal and an ad-

mirer of President Kennedy,
went to' the Mississippi Gulf
Coast for a Roman Catholic re-
treat after being released on a
bond following his arrest. He
later told friends he was encour-
aged by a Jesuit priest who
said:

“You say you are innocent so
don't worry. Nobody can ruin

your life except yourself. Jus-|

tice will be done.”

Mrs. Bogner said it might be
better for Shaw to go on ftrial
than to have the charges
dropped. “Then the public could
see conclusively he is innocent,”
she said. “He has been quite
prepared to go to trial and have
everything brought out into the
open."
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