New Orleans States-Item

‘Reacts to ‘Probe’ Call

DA Answers Kohn:

Dist. Atty. Jim Garrison
reacted to the Metropoli-
tan Crime Commission’s
call for a state investiga-
tion of his office today
by challenging MCC Man-
aging Director Aaron
Kohn to take his charges
before the Orleans Parish
Grand Jury.

“I will request the foreman

to call him,” the DA added.
Garrison, replying to the
commission’s detter to Atty.
Gen. Jack Gremillion, charged
that Kohn “knows better”
than fo believe the “current
fiction” carried by the Na-
tional Broadeasting Co.

“BUT,” SAID the DA, “he

has never been known to let
the truth stand in the way
of his great pronouncements.”

“Strangely enough,” Garri-
son noted, “Kohn made a sim-
ilar pronouncement recently
when he said that my office
had ‘bribed’ Alvin Beauboeuf,
a possible witness in the case.

“When an investigation by
the police department re-
vealed that the bribe attempt
claim was fraudulent and that
a supposed supporting tape
had been altered, Mr. Kohn
was strangely silent.”

GARRISON SAID “Kohn has
to know that in five years
my office has never had a

,,,,,

single conviction reversed be-

cause of improper methods.
“Nevertheless,” the DA

said, “the word from Wash-

ington is that our investiga-

tion into the assassination of
John Kennedy has to bhe
stopped at all costs,

“In order to accomplish
this, I am to be pictured as
using sinister methods,”

THE DA SAID he would
ask Foreman Albert V. La-
Biche to call Kohn before the
grand jury so that he can
present his charges there,

“If what he says is true,
then it is his duty to appear
before the grand jury.”

Noting the MCC call for a
blue ribbon committee to ap-
point a team of three investi-
gators, Garrison said:

“It happens that we already
have machinery for inquiring
into wrongdoing on the part of
public officials. This organ-
ization is made up of citizens
without any political ecommit-

ments of any kind and it is
known as the grand jury.”

Terming Kohn the “unelect-
ed, self-designated watchdog
of the community,” the DA
concluded:

“Actually, I really feel sor-
ry for Mr, Kohn. The watch-
dog of the community has
been sniffing at so many bhad
fire hydrants that his nose
has finally goné had on him,”
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