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Truth” Group
Has No Qualms
On Baring Rolls

" By JACK WARDLAW

An official of a group of
businessmen backing District
Attorney Jim Garrison said

today that disclosure of the |

group’s financial records and
membership lists will present
no problem.

Automobile dealer Willard
E. Robertson said the finan-
cial figures are no secrel
and he does not believe any
of the group’s approximate-
ly 50 members will object to
having his name made pub-
lie.

“All of us are proud of

. Jim Garrison and are still
behind him 100 per cent.
None of us are backing out,”
said Robertson. ‘

ROBERTSON SAID the
group is now officially named
“Truth and Consequences of
New Orleans Inc.” since the
old name of “Truth and Con-
sequences” was preempted
by a Garrison foe, attorney
Dean A. Andrews Jr.

Yesterday, Criminal Dis-
trict Judge Edward A. Hag-
gerty Jr. ordered the group
to produce its membership
and financial records at a
hearing Monday. He acted
on a motion by attorneys for
Clay L. Shaw, the retired
businessman accused of plot-
ting to assassinate President
John F. Kennedy.

Shaw’s attorneys wanted
the records in time for the
10 a.m. Monday hearing on
their motions to quash the
indictment charging. Shaw
with conspiring to kill the
President. ' Judge Haggerty,
whe is ailing, signed the sub-
penas at his home yester-
day.

Garrison also was ordered
to turn over to the court rec-
ords of rectipts and disburse-
ments of the privately donat-
ed funds. i

T&C WAS ORGANIZED af-
ter Garrison compldined that
press reports of the public
records showing expenditures
of his office were hurting his
investigation. At that time,
it was announced that each
member would donate $100 a
month.

| ing Novel’s $50 million suit

Robertson said today that
sipce it began in February,
T&C has collected a total of
$9,418 from its members and
Garrison has used $9,032 in
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investigative expenses, leav-
ing a current cash balance of
$386.
The donations will continue,
said Robertson, so long as

Garrison needs them. He de-
nied reports of a rift between
himself and Garrison, and
said he and the DA just had
a 2%-hour conference to dis-
cuss renaming the group and
other matters. !

He quoted Garrison as fol- |
lows: f
“Since Mr. Andrews has |
seen fit to steal the title of
T&C, for ohscure purposes of
hig own, we are changing the
title of our organization to
Truth, Inc. We are going to
leave the consequences to Mr.
Andrews.”

ROBERTSON EXPLAINED,
however, that it was later de-
cided to go with the full title
of “Truth and Consequences
of New Orleans Inc.” in order
to avoid confusion.

The old name was taken over
by Andrews, who is under in-
dictment for perjury in con-
nection with Garrison's inves-
tigation of the alleged Ken-
nedy plot, when he reserved
rights to the corporate name
with the secretary of state's
office,

Roberfson said the new
name has now been properly
registered and T&C hag full
rights to it. He said the group
will legally incorporate under
that name,

He said the member who
was supposed fo reserve the
old name was ‘‘remiss in his
duties” and Andrews was |
within his rights in taking it
over,

ROBERTSON ALSO com-
mented on the action of Steve
Plotkin, attorney for Gordon
Nowel, the fugitive witness in
Garrison's probe, in withdraw-

against T&C.

Plotkin said yesterday he
would withdraw the suit, and
today it was dismissed with-
out prejudice, meaning that it
can be refiled.

Robertson said “either the
$50 million suit had no basis
to begin with, or Mr. Novel
was willing to pay a very
heavy price to keep from |

- coming back to New Orleans.”” |

Novel had sued Garrison
and T&C on the grounds that
he was libeled and deprived
of his constitutional rights by
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Hopes Dim for Novel
Extradition--Governor

Gov. John J. McKeithen said today there are strong in-
dications the state will not be able to extradite Gordon No-
vel, the fugitive witness in District Attorney Jim Garrison's
probe of the slaying of President John F. Kennedy.

Also, the governor said, in a Baton Rouge news confer-

ence, Gov. John Connally of
Texas has written him that
he would prefer that another
missing witness, Sergio Ar-
cacha Smith of Dallas, be
returned to Louisiana under
the Uniform Witness Act

rather than as a fugitive on
a burglary conspiracy
charge.

In another development re-

lated to Garrison’s investi-
gation, the  Metropolitan
Crime Commission today

urged Attorney General Jack
P. F. Gremillion to investi-
gate charges that Garrison's
office attempted to bribe and
intimidate a witness.

IN A LETTER signed by
MCC President E. C. Upten
Jr. and managing director
Aaron M. Kohn, the MCC cit-
ed an article in Newsweek
Magazine making the charge

against Garrison.

Garrison has been trying to
exiradite Arcacha and Novel
on charges of conspiracy to
burglarize a munitions dump
at Houma in 1961.

Bringing the witnesses back !
under the reciprocal witness
act would give them im-
munity from arrest on any
charge. ;

Gov. Connally told Gov. Mc-
Keithen he would hold the ex-
tradition request in abeyance.

GOV. M'KEITHEN SAID
the Ohio governor, who had
previously rejected extradi-
tion papers, now wants to
know the authority of an as-

sistant DA to file a complaint.
He said he has made four
or five telephone calls to Ohio
Gov. James Rhodes, but
Rhodes has refused to return |
his calls. ‘

Garrison as a resull of the
donations by T&C.

The former New Orleans
nightclub owner is fighting
extradition from Columbus,
Ohio, on a charge of conspir-
acy to commit burglary. He
is also sought as a material
witness in the Kennedy probe.

Federal Distriet Judge
James A, Comiskey ruled
Wednesday that Novel would
have to return to New Orleans
to testify in order to further
the suit.

Officers of T&C named in
the subpenas signed by Judge
Haggerty yesterday were Rob-
ertson, oilman Joseph M.
Rault Jr. and businessman
Cecil M. Shilstone.
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What Did
Happen
In Dallas?

What really happen-
ed in Dealey Plaza,
Dallas, on Nov. 22,
1963? The Warren
Commission says Lee
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son’s theories, see a
= special report by Jack

= States-Item.
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Harvey Oswald, acting
alone, assassinated
President John F. Ken-
nedy.

Distriet Attorney
Jim Garrison says this
is dead wrong.

What did the people
who were there see?
, What did the med-
ical and ballistics tests
show? For a ecritical
analysis of both the
Warren Commission’s
conclusions and Garri-
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