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WASHINGTON (AP)= The Jystice Departwent cogﬁeded Frid=y th-t the

FBI newer had invectigsted retired New Orleans businessman Clay Shaw
in connectipnwith the assassination of President John I, Kennedy.

The disclosure was made in a statement by = depsriment spokesman who
said it was issued at the request of Edward P. Wegmann, a lawyer for
Shaw who is under indictment in “ew OUrleans on a charge of conspirihg to
assassinate Kennedy. .

The statemen is.an 2ttempt to clear up app~rent misunderstandings =-
and a misetatement by the attorney genefal -- that occured last March 2
when Atty. Gen. Ransey Ciark held and impromptu news conference.

Clark was gquoted at the time as saying that Shaw was cleared of any
involvement in the assassination by an FBI investigatin in the Wew Orleans
area in lyVember and December 1963.

The statement said Ciark's comment was based on a briefing on the
morning of March 2. It said "the Attorney General has since determined
that this was erroneous. Nothing arose indicating a need to investigate
Mp, Spaw,"

Shaw, 5@, s decorated Wgld War II Army wejor, currently 1is free on
410,000 bond awaiting trial for which a date has not been set.

naw was arrested last Mareh 1 by Hew Orleans Dist. Atty. Jim
Gerrison, who said Spaw, the lete David W, Ferrie and Lee Hervey Uswald
conspired to assassin-te the President.

The Warren Commiésioﬁ said Yswald neted alone and it had found no
evidence of a conspiracy. The Justice Department statement said the
dep~rtment "is convinced that Lee Harvey B8wald alone assassinated

President Kennedy."



The department said also that the FBI investigation in New
Orlesns following the Knnedy assassination covered allegations by Dean RAs
\ndrews Jr., vhich inecluded a reference to Clay Bertrand. Andrews 1s a

New Opleans attorney who once hondled minor legal mntters for Oswald.,

Aindrews has been indicted for perjurye

The depsrtment said "Clay Bertrand was not identified am a real

nerson. Yo evidence was found that Ciay Shaw was ever called Clay

Bertrand,"
Carrison has said Bertrsnd and Shaw are ne and the same.

Ihe FBI ncver was able to locate a Cjay Bertrand.
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