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AN ARFABLE SHAW
MEETS THE PRESS

Host at Cocktail Party, He
Talks of Many Things

By GENE ROBERTS
Special to The New York Times
NEW ORLEANS, April 4—
Clay L. Shaw, the man accused
by the District Attorney’s office
of having conspired to kill
President Kennedy, deseribed
himself as an ‘“old-fashioned
liberal of the Wilson-Franklin|
Roosevelt persuasion.*

He chatted about his political|

views and his penchant for
writing plays and restoring old

homes at a news conference that|

turned out to be a reception
for local and out-of-town news-
men.

Reporters and cameramen ar-
rived at the home of Edward
Wegmann, one of Mr. Shaw's

attorneys, to find a bartender |

dlspensmg drinks and Mr. Shaw
presiding over bowls of avocado
dip, tacos and salted peanuts.|

“God willing, I'm looking for-
ward to the trial” said Mr.
Shaw, who is scheduled to be
arraigned formally tomorrow on
conspiracy charges. “T expect to
win—that 1s, I expect to be
proved innocent.”

A WORD FOR REPORTERS
of conspu'mg to Lill President
held in New Orleans.

Dymund oneof }he attor

A court order prevented Mr.
Shaw from saying

from reporter to reporter with:

anything|
_ more about: his trial. But he.
was an affable host and moved!
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After guiding the ccmstruc
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a martini on-the-rocks in hisf Trade Mart Buildmg here, he

hand.
Cocktail Parties Recalled

The news conference, New|
Orleans reporters said, was not}
unlike the frequent cocktail)
parties that Mr. Shaw used to|
give when he was the director
of the International Trade Mart|
here.

Looking relaxed and healthy|
in his Ivy League suit and smok-
ing  continuously, the 6-foot, 4-
inch Mr. Shaw explained that
he had called the conference
“because of repeated requests
for photographs a.nd back-
ground information.”

He thinks Thornton Wilder isf: de

the greatest living American

playwright, and said he was|

working on a play of. his own
that would be based on the life
of Antonio de Ulloa, the first
Spanish Governor of Louisiana.

Three of his earlier plays)
have been published, and one—
a one-act drama called “Sub-
merged’—is produced frequent-,
ly by amateur groups, he said.
But he is dreaming of profes-
sional acclaim with his newest|'
effort.

He said that in the nineteen-{ =

thirties he once served as busi-
ness manager of a New York
theater group called the Actors

retired from the orgamzation
‘in 1965 in order to deyote full
‘time to plawrltmg He is 54
yea.rs old. .,

His retirement was made pos-

(hobhy—buying old homes in
New Orleans’ French Quarter|

and sold about 16—including a
one-time home of John James
- Audubon,

to his playwriting when he was
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Repertory Theater. But he set
his theatriecal interests' aside|
during World War II, when hel
served in Europe, rose to major|
and won the Bronze Star and|
Legion of Merit, and for 19|

{years after the war when he

was directing the Trade Mart.
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Then, Mr, Shaw cha

smh'le, ‘he said, by a profitable
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a.nythmg about any munitions)
¢ ué. plant.” h
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_ about
his deep roots in Louisiana: Hisy
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named:Clay Shﬂw,' was Tiff |
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r in a novel that Hodding Car-
ter, the Pulifzer wh
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| writing.

Navel Freed on Bail

COLUMBUS Ohio, April 4
HAP) —— Gord-cm Novel walked
‘out of jail today  on $10,000
‘bond and cast fresh mystery on
his role in the New  Orleans
investization of the assassina-
tion of President Kénnedy.” = '

Mr. Novel and his Columbus|
lawyer, Jerry Weiner, said they|-

where he is «charged with ‘con-f
spiring to commit burgla

a munitions plant. A"
has also been issued for him as
a witness. in the assassination
case. ¥

AR
Mr. Novel “said that"he had|
worked for. District ' Attorney

“He "knows’
he said. "My code .name,

;AJexa.nder, ‘and eIectmmcs was
my field.
At one pt'})‘.l:lt,l referring to the
munitions’ burglary, he ‘said,
“You will see that it was the
r|most patriotic burglary in his- |
tory.” At another point, he re-|
sponded fo a question about the
burglary eharge: ‘T don’t know

‘Fabnca.ﬁon’ Ghargad

‘Prize winning| 5

. |==Joseph M. Rault Jr., NeW Or-

would  fight fo 'prevent Mr. [
Novel's return to New Orleans,|

Apr. 1967

> [Gartison's assassination induiry:{

I'm going to prove the in-
vestigation is a complete fabri-
cation. I'm igoing to blow the
case w1de open."”
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New Evidence ‘Raported
MEXICO CITY, April 4 (AP)

leans . oil man, said the Federal
Buredu of Investization ‘new
evidence on the assassination of
President Kennedy. He-told a
news conference that Attorney
Géneral Ramsey Clark had ham-
péred the conspiracy investiga-
ition being conducted "by . Mr.
Garrison
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