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(UPI)—A mistrial was declared
in a $3-million insurance fraud
prosecution today because of a
defendant's story that he was
attacked by gunmen because he
had vital" information about
President Kennedys assassina-

The mistrial rulmg apphed
only to-this defendant, David
R. Kroman. There are four other
defendants.

Fedreal. District Court ‘Judge
‘Bdward Devitt said in ordering
the mistrial: “There is reason-
able cause to believe that Kro-
man may be insane or other-
|wise so mentally 1nccmpetent
that he is unable to assist in
his own defense.”

Judge Devitt revoked Mr.
‘|Kroman's ' $5,000 recognizance

ted for 45 days to the Federal
penal -hospital at Springfield,
Mo., for mental examination.
Mr. Kroman ‘and otherh de-
fendants objected to the mis-

tion.

Mr,” Kroman said: “In the
1950s, ‘the Government, in or-
der to ruin a man, called him

him some kind of nut.”
Found Partly Conscious

The 43-year-old lawyer was
found partly conscious — a load-
ed shotgun across his knees —
in~a rented c¢ar on the shoulder

cast of Bismarck early today.:
He told Judge Devitt that he

had been forced off ‘the high-

way at pistol point by - pur-

suers. dsshe drove here with
ocuments that “tend to prove
or. cases do prove” that

persons other than Lee Harvey
Oswald + killed President Ken-
nedy.

Mr. Kroman: said he was con—
‘|vinced the -highway . incident
was connected with his investi-
gation of the assassination 'and
not with his trial in the al-|
leged insurance fraud. ccnspu'-
acy.

Judge Dewtt’s ruling of a
mistrial was .resisted by attor-
neys for Phillip-Kitzer Sr. and
Cyrus.Magnusson, Minnesota
iInsurance  Commissioner, - two
of the defendants,

The attorney for another,
Phﬂlip&lﬁtazer Jr., said he 'would
examine press reports of to-
day's incidents and might ask
tomorro that am ftri,ai ‘besor-
dered'..'; gg_{ :

Judge Demt ga.ic‘[' that if nec-
essary he would interrogate ju-
rors and decide whether a fair
trial’ was . still possible. If .it

will be chosen. i
The chief Federal pros,ecut
Patriek«J~ Faley sa.ld he conl
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i |ly, then I wouldn’t be of any
. \use any more,” he said.

|bond and. ordered him commit-| §

trial ruhling, as did the prosecu- .

Mrs. Lilly Mae McMaines of
Omaha, the former Sandra
Moffett. New Orleans dis-
trict attorney
arrest her as material w:t-
ness in his investigation of
the Kennedy assassination.

a  Communist. Now they ecall

thought they believed they had
achieved their end,

“If I am complet.ely ruined
as far as my name is concerned,
and if I am torn apart physical-

" InTouch With Garrison

~In a hospital room news:con-
ference before the court hear-
ing, he told newsmen that “the
assassination is solved” and
that he would- reveal the name
of Mr. Kennedy's killer within
|the next few days

Mr. Kroman's attorney, Rich-
.ard \E. Olson, quoted Dr, Gerd
Fisher, who examined Mr. Kro-
man at Bismarck Hospital, as
having - said that Mr. Kroman
apparently had suffered an epi-
leptic seizure and lost control
of his car.

sidered Mr. Kroman's story of
the attack a ruse.
‘Judge Devitt  said:
er ‘he's incompetent or.it's al«
ruse; he's going to go on and
it's going to hurt these other

“Mr, Kroman told the court he |eaitiol- id he bega?
was followed by two cars early|pis 1nvest1ga.tion of the assas-

I_gsinatwn in December, 1963,

of a highway about - 30 "miles
“Wheth-

today as he drove toward
marck  from Minneapolis. i
said he had thought he had lost|p, bbing” i ’
them by halting at Moorheaderagy  woog, 0 @ Miami bax
Minn,, but “they picked me up fendants & eing tried on
a.gam" ‘west of. Fargo.

‘As he neared Bismarck, helcollapse of the American Al-
said, one car drew abreast of lied Insurance Company of St.
his, ‘and an occupant leaned out|pgy.
and pointed a gun at him,

“I would either be shot or I
would go off the road,” he said.|
“I went off the road.”

Mr. Kroman’s testimony be-|(AP) — ‘District Attorney Jim
fore -Judge Devitt was on a|Garrison’s office issued a war-
prosecut:on motion- to revoke|ranty today for the arrest of
his §5,000 bond “because of this|Mrs. Lilly- Mae - McMaines  of
ents.” Mr. Kro-/Omaha, connected to Mr.' Gar-
man; a onetime lawyer for the|rison’s assassination investiga-
Minnesota Insurance.-Depart<|tions by Perry R. Russo.

! Government| - Mr, Russo, a 25-year-old Bat-
move was ‘‘an a-ttempt' to shution Rouge insurance salesman,

and -other inciden

M.r Kroman told thf' court he|Sandra Mffett of New Orleans
ames of ‘thel—was: one of several persons
ew|who attended a party in David

is.‘not, he sa,id other Ju.rors_'

they had|which, he says, he heard Mr.
, he mdma.ted he Ferrie, Lee Harvey Oswald and

Mr. Kroman was Iimpmg
when he left the hospital at

least. three attempts on
is -life’ because of what he
T{knows about the Kennedy.-4s-

when he heard “a drunken Cu-

charges of conspiracy in the

' Garrison Issues Warrant
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said Mrs. McMaines—the former

W. Ferrie's apartment after

Maines, told newsmen last Fri-|
party. The 22-year-old woman

who set bond at $5,000

Clay L. Shaw conspn-e to kil
President Kennedy. -

Mrs, McMaines, ma.med to a)
part-time minmister, Harold Mec-|

day that she’ .did not attend the

acknowledged knowing Russo
and said she had once been in
love with 1m

Mr. G on's office swore i
out a warrant for her arrest|
as a material witnessiin its in-
vestigation. The warrant was|
signed by Criminal® District|
Judge Edward A. I-Iaggerty Jr, |

“We feel sure she is a very'
important witness,” said Assist-|
ant District Attorney Andrew 4
Sciambra. :

Mr. Russo's testnnony ca.me-
during a preliminary. hearing
for Mr. Shaw, accused by Mr.|
Garrison of conspl.ring to klll‘f
Mr, Kennedy. Mr. Russo said|

1963—two months before Mr.|
Kennedyqgas slain in Dallas.

Mrs, McMaines told newsmen/
in Omaha she did not meet Mr.|
Ferrie until 1965. She-said she
refused to accompany two Gar-}
rison investigators back to New|
Orleans after they got in totich
with her March 8. :

Attorneys for Mr. Shaw, a
wealthy retired business exec-
utive, also expressed an inter-|i
est in questioning Mrs. Me-|
Maines. i

“My opinion now is that she|
will be a very useful witness,”|
F, Irvin Dymond, a defense at-|
torney, said. :

A lawyer for Gordon Novel,
also described by Mr. Garrison

s a material witness in the in-
vestigation, asked Judge Hag-
gerty today to quash a warrant

lling for his- elient’s arrest.
udge Haggerty ordered a hear-|
ing Wednesday on the-request.

Mr. Novel a 29-year-old form-|
er bar owner here, disappeared| .
last Wednesday, the day he was
to have appeared before a grand
jury. Mr. Garrison did not dis-
close ‘Mr. Novel's connection
with the inquiry.

Steve Plotkin, Mr. Novel's
attorney, told newsmen today
his client would return to New
Orleans when he was assured he
would not be jailed. f

Judge Haggerty, who will]
preside at Mr. Shaw's conspir- -
acy tridl, directed the prosecn-.i
tion not 'to malke: public state-
ments ‘about the case or dis-
cuss the evidence with news-|
men. He said he wanted to “pre-
vent the flow or prejudicial pre-
tmal puhhcity,”

Shaw probably will be

a.rraigned next week, the judge

said. No trial date has been_

set.

the party at Mr. Ferrie's apart-|| -
,|ment took place in September,|



