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GARRISON-KENNEDY PROBE BJT (580)

BY JOHN 5, LANG

ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

NEW ORLEANS, LA.,, FEB, 20 (AP)-A DISTRICT ATTORNEY IS KEEPING
SECRET THE DETAILS OF AN INVESTIGATION HE SAYS HE IS MAKING OF THE
KENNEDY ASSASSINATION, CONTENDING FEDERAL INTERVENTION MIGHT ONLY
SLOW HIM DOWN, .

JIM GARRISON, BETTING HIS INVESTIGATORS CAN PROUE A CONSPIRACY IN
NEW ORLEANS LED TC THE DEATH OF PRESIDENT JOHN F, KENNEDY, SPURNED
A SUGGESTION HE GIVE HIS FACTS TO THE U.,S., ATTORNEY GENERAL WHO COULD
PASS IT ON TO PRESIDENT JOHNSON,

"I AM RUNNING THIS INVESTIGATION, NOT THE PRESIDENT, NOT THE

TTORNEY GENERAL,"™ SAID GARRISON,

“I'M IN CHARGE OF THE OPERATION AND WE'VE MADE A LOT OF PROGRESS
WORKING THIS WAY, SO I DON'T PROPOSE TO MAKE ANY CHANGES THAT MIGHT
RESULT IN A SLOWDOWN AND MAKE US LESS EFFECTIVE."

ASKED WHAT THE FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION IS DOING ABOUT
GARRISON'S PROBE, AN FBI SPOKESMAN SAID, "THE ONLY THING I CAN SAY
REGARDING ANY QUESTIONS ABOUT THAT IS, *NO COMMENT,'"

IN DALLAS, TEX., TODAY ASST, DIST. ATTY. BILL ALEXANDER
SAID THE DALLAS DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE PLACES LITTLE FAITH
IN ASSERTIONS BY GARRISON THAT A PLOT TO ASSASSINATE PRESIDENT
KENNEDY WAS HATCHED IN NEW ORLEANS,

ALEXANDER, ALONG WITH DIST, ATTY, HENRY WADE, WAS ONE OF THE
PROSECUTORS AT THE 1564 MURDER TRIAL OF JACK RUBY, THE MAN’WHQih
ALLEGED PRESIDENTIAL ASSASSIN LEE HARVEY OSWALD,

WADE WAS NOT AVAILABLE FOR COMMENT,

A MAN WHO SAID HE WAS A PRIVATE INVESTIGATOR WHEN LEE HARVEY
OSWALD LIVED HERE SAID IN AN INTERVIEW THAT FOUR OR FIVE PERSONS WERE
INVOLVED IN THE ALLEGED ASSASSINATION PLOT. AND, SAID DAVE LEWIS,
"SOME OF THEM ARE STILL IN NEW ORLEANS.”

LEWIS, WHO NOW HANDLES BAGGAGE AT A LOCAL BUS SATION, SAID KE
CAN'T REVEAL THE NAMES "UNTIL GARRISON TELLS ME."™ LEWIS SAID HE
HADN'T TURNED HIS INFORMATION OVER THE THE FBI BECAUSE "THE FBI
DIDN'T ASK ME ABOUT IT."

AN FBI SPOKESMAN DECLINED TO COMMENT WHEN ASKED IF LEWIS HAD BEEN
QUESTIONED BY FEDERAL AFENTS,

" AFTER NEW ORLEANS NEWSPAPERS BROKE THE STORY OF HIS INVESTIGATION
ON FRIDAY, GARRISON SAID "IRRESPONSIBLE RELEASE OF SO MANY



DETAILS™ WOULD DELAY THE ARRESTS HE SAID WOULD-BE FORTHCOMING ,

THE RELEASE OF DETAILS AND NAMES; HE SAID, "HAS NOW CREATED
A PROBLEM FOR US IN FINDING WITNESSES AND GETTING COOPERATION FROM
OTHER WITNESSES AND IN AT LEAST ONE CASE HAS ENDANGERED THE LIFE OF
A WITNESS--A POSSIBLE WITNESS--S0 THAT NHATEUER TIMETABLE WE MIGHT
HAVE HAD BEFORE IS SOMEWHAT EXTENDED NOW."
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GARRISON'S STATEMENT THAT AN ASSASSINATION PLOT WAS CONCEIVED
HERE, THAT HE WILL FIND AND ARREST THE CONSPIRATORS AND THAT HE WILL
OBTAIN CONVICTIONS CAUSED WIDESPREAD FURORE.
JUST WHAT DOES HE KNOW AT THIS POINT?.



"WELL, I CAN'T SUM IT UP IN TERMS OF INDIVIDUALS OR WHAT MIGHT
TURN OUT TO BE EVIDENCE., I CAN SAY THAT WE HAVE BEEN INVESTIGATING
THE ROLE OF THE CITY OF NEW ORLEANS IN THE ASSASSINATION OF
PRESIDENT KENNEDY, AND WE HAVE MADE SOME PROGRESS=--I THINK SUBSTANTIAL
PROGRESS . AT LEAST WE WERE MAKING PROGéESS UNTIL THE NEWSPAPERS
REVEALED A NUMBER OF DETAILS.

"WE WERE KEEPING IT CONFIDENTIAL AND WERE HOPING TO KEEP IT
CONFIDENTIAL UNTIL THE TIME CAME TO MAKE SOME ARRESTS."

THE 6-FO0T-s DISTRICT ATTORNEY REFUSED TO GO INTO THE QUESTION
OF WHETHER ONLY LEE HARVEY OSWALD WAS INVOLVED IN THE ASSASSINATION
OF KENNEDY IN DALLAS NOV, 22, 1963,

“I'D RATHER NOT COMMENT ON THAT,™ GARRISON SAID,

"I WILL SAY THISg THAT FROM OUR INQUIRY INTO THE MATTER, xHERE
IS NO QUESTION AT ALL THAT OTHER INDIVIDUALS WERE INVOLVED IN THE
INITIAL PLANNING IN THE NEW ORLEANS -xEA WHICH CULMINATED IN THE
DEATH OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY,"

IN MIAMI, CUBAN EXILE BERNARD TORRES, 32, WHO HELPED THE
SECRET SERVICE GUARD PRESIDENT KENNEDY IN MIAMI FOUR DAYS BEFORE
THE ASSASSINATION, SAID GARRISON HAD ENGAGED HIM TO LOOK INTO THE
BACKGROUND OF SOME CUBANS REPORTED TO HAVE BEEN WITH OSWALD SHORTLY
BEFORE THE SHOOTING IN DALLAS. | | .
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TORRES SAID HE BELIEVES THE WARREN COMMISSION--WHICH SAID ITS
EXHAUSTIVE INVESTIGATION SHOWED THERE WAS NO CREDIBLE EVIDENCE
THAT ANYONE ELSE WAS IMPLICATED=-WILL BE PROVED INCOMPLETE.

IN SAN DIEGO, ATTORNEY MELVIN BELLI SAID OSWALD AND JACK
RUBY, THE MAN WHO SLEW OSWALD AFTER KENNEDY'S DEATH, WERE IN NEW
ORLEANS AT THE SAME TIME BUT IT WAS JUST.A COINCIDENCE.,

BELLI, WHO DEFENDED RUBY IN HIS TRIAL FOR THE SLAYING OF OSWALD,
SAID HE DOES NOT BELIEVE THERE WAS ANY PLOT TO KILL KENNEDY,

THEIR PRESENCE IN NEW ORLEANS "WAS A COINCIDENCE, IT WAS
ABSOLUTELY INNOCENT AND THERE WAS NOTHING SINISTER ABOUT IT,"* BELLI
SAID,

XHE ADDED THAT HE KNEW RUBY HAD ACTIVITY IN NEW ORLEANS AND WITH
CUBA, BUT HE WAS JUST TRYING TO INGRATIATE HIMSELF WITH A WEALTHY
MAFIA TYPE WHO WAS INVOLVED IN LAS VEGAS GAMBLING ACTiUITIES."

THIS WAS TYPICAL OF RUBY'S EFFORTS TO BE IDENTIFIED WITH THE
WEALTHY AND POWERFUL, BELLI SAID,
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