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NEW ORLEANS, FEB. 20 (AP)-A ROUGH AND READY DISTRICT ATTORNEY WIHO
lAS NEVER LOST A PUDLIC FIGHT HOARDED THE SECRETS COF HIS KENNEDY
ASSASSINATION FROZT TCDAY, CONTENDING FEDERAL INTERVENTION MIGHT ONLY
SLOW HIM DOWN,

JIM GARRISON, BETTING HIS INVESTIGATCRS CAN PROVE A CONSFIRACY IN
NEW ORLEANS LED TO THE DEATH OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY, SPURNED A SUGGESTION
IE GIVE HIS FACTS TG TIHE U.S. AITORNEY GENERAL WHC CCULD PASS IT ON TO
FRESIDENT JOINSON,

I A¥ RUNNING THIS INVESTIGATICN, NOT THE PRESIDENT, NOT THE ATTOR-
NEY GENERAL,® SAID THE BLUNT DA,
~ "I'W IN CHARGE OF THE OPERATION AND WE'VE MADE A LOT OF PROGRESS
WORKING THIS WAY., SO I DON'T PROPCSZ TO MAKE ANY CHAIILS THAT MIGHT
KESULT Jh & &L0WDOWN AND MAKE US LESS EFFECTIVE "

ASKED WHAT THE FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION IS DOING
ABOUT GARRISCN'S FRORE, A LOCAL SPOKESMAN SAID, “TilE ONLY THING I CAN
SAY REGARDING ANY QUESTIORS AROUT THAT IS, 'NG COMMENT, '™

FURIOUS THAT NEW ORLEANS MEWS PAPERS FKOKE THE STORY OF HIS
INVESTIGATION ON FRIDAY, GARRISON CHARGED THAT "OUTRAGEOUS™ AND
*IRRESPONSIBLE® PUBLICITY WILL DELAY THE ARKESTS LE SAID WOULD BE
FORTHCONING.,

THE RELEASE OF DETAILS AND PARTICULARLY NAMES, HE SAID, "liAS NOW
CREATED A FROBLEM FOR US IN FINDING WITNESSES AND GETTING COOFPERATION
FROM OTHER WITNESSES AND IN AT LEAST ONE CASE HAS ENDANGERED THE LIFE
OF A WITNESS--A POSSIRIE WITNESS -~SC THAT WHATEVER TIMETABLE WE MIGHT
HAVE HAD BEFCRE IS SCMEWHAT EXTENDED NOW,®

GARRISON'S STATEUELT THAT AN ASSASSINATICN FLOT WAS COMCEIVED HERE,
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THAT KE WILL FIND AND ARREST THE CONSFIRATCRS AND THAT HE WILL SECURE
CONUICTIQNS CAUSED FUROR TIROQUGHCUT THIL WORLD, |

A LGH!ER WilC DIVES EXHUEERANTLY INTO CONTEOVERSY, GARRISON HHAS
DUELED THE POLICE DEPARTSENT, THE LEGISLATURE, THE MAYOk, THE
METROPOLITAN CRIME COMMISSION AND THE EIGHT CRIMINAL DISTRICT COURT
JUDGES. HE HAS NEVER EWERGED WITH LESS TIliaAk & DRAW.

NOW HIS REPUTATION IS STAKED--AMND JIE SAYS UNFAIRLY RZCAUSE OF
PUBLICITY~--TO WHAT COULD EE THE INVESTIGATIVE PRIZE OF ALL TIME,

JUST WHAT DOES HE KNOW AT THIS POINT?



"JELL, I CAN'T SUM IT UP IN TERHS OF INDIVIDUALS OR WHAT MIGHT TURN
GUT TO BE EVIDENCE. I CAN SAY THAT WE HAVE EEEN INVESTIGATING
ROLE OF THE CITY OF NEW ORLEANS IN THE ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT
KENNEDY, AND WE HAVE MADE SOME PRCGRESS--I THINK SUBSTANTIAL PROGRESS,
AT LEAST WE WERE MAKING PROGRESS UNTIL THE MNEWSPAFERS KEVEALED A
NUMBEE OF DETATILS,

"JE WERE KEEPING IT CONFIDENTIAL AND WE HOPING TO KEEP IT
CONFIDENTIAL UNTIL THE TIME CAME TO MAKE SOME ARRESTS o®

THE 6-FOOT-¢ DISTRICT ATTORNEY REFUSED TG 60 INTC THE QUESTION OF
WHETHER ONLY LIZ HARVEY OSWALD WAS INVOLVED IN THE ACTUAL
ASSASSINATION OF KENNEDY IN DALLAS NOV. 22, 1963,

*I'D RATHER NOT COMMENT ON TIHAT,™ GARRISON SAID,

"I WILL SAY THIS: THAT FROM CUR INQUIRY INTO THE MATTER, THERE IS
NO QUESTION AT ALL THAT OTHER INDIVIDUALS WERE INVOLVED IN THE
INITIAL PLANNING IN THE NEW ORLEANS AREA WHICH CULMINATED 1N TIHE
DEATH OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY.*

IN MIAMI, CUBAN EXILE BERNARD TORRES, 32, WHO HELPED THE SECRET
SERVICE GUARD PRESIDENT KENNEDY IN MIAMI FOUR DAYS BEFORE THE
ASSASSINATION, SAID GARRISON HAD ENGAGED NIM TO LOOK INTO THE
BACKGROUND CF SOME CUBANS REPORTED TO HAVE BEEN WITH OSWALD SHORTLY
BEFORE THE SHCOTING IN DALLAS.

TORRES SAID HE BELIEVES THE WARREN COMMISSION--WHICH SAID ITS
EXHAUSTIVE INVESTIGATION SHOWED THERE WAS NO CREDIGLE EVIDENCE THAT
ANYONE ELSE WAS IMPLICATED--WILL BE FROVED INCOMPLETE,

AND IN SAN DIEGO, ATTORNEY MELVIN BELLI SAID OSWALD AKD JACK
RUBY, TIE MAN WHO SLEW HIM AFTER KENNEDY'S DEATH, WERE IN NEW
ORLEANS AT THE SAME TIME BUT IT WAS JUST A COINCIDENCE.

BELLO, WO DEFENDED RUBY IN HIS TRIAL FOR THE SLAYING OF OSWALD,
SAIE HE DOES NOT BELIEVE THEKD WAS ANY PLOT TO KILL KENNEDY.

THEIR PRESENCE IN NEW ORLEANS "WAS A COINCIDENCE, IT WAS ABRSOLUTELY
INNOCENT AND THERE ¥WAS NOTEING SINISTER ABOUT IT,® EELLI SAID,

HE ADDED THAT HE KNEW RUBY HAD ACTIVITY IN NEW ORLEANS AND WITH
CUBA, BUT HE WAS JUST TRYING TO INGRATIATE HIMSELF WITH & WEALTHY
IA TYPE WHO WAS INVOLVED IK LAS VEGAS GAMBI
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