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Iintend to win,” he said, allud-
ing to the site of the Republican
Convention.

Asked whether he would
withdraw if he lost three of
the first four Presidential pri-
maries, he declared that there
was no question of it, he would
not withdraw. -

Speaking of his ability to
get things done in Washington
after a quarter of a century
here, Mr. Ford remarked that
“some stranger coming down
here wouldn’t be able to
achieve those  constructive
things.” :

Question:gDo you regard Rea-
gan as a stranger?

The President: “He doesn’

_|want to associate with the sit-

uation down here; so if he
doesn’t want to associate with
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Group’s 10th Anniversary
The President’s audience for

those remarks consisted of 30
or more .reporters have gath-

running

for the Republi-|

ered frequently, usually at
breakfast, to interview news-
makers in Washington. Mark-
ing the group’s 10th anniversa-
ry, Mr. Ford this morning pre-
sented an engraved silver bow]
to the organizer of the group,
Godfrey Sperling of The Chris-
tian Science Monitor.

The bowl was a gift from
Mr. Sperling’s colleagues. Mr.
Ford added a memento of his
own—a White House ashtray—
and gave the reporters break-
fast, instead of having break-
fast with them, as he used
to do when he was a Represen-

tative and then Vice President.

Later, the 'President signed
the defense of appropriations
bill, which provides money for

e
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nee, Mr, Ford said he had been|
predicting for more than a year|

the 15-month period ending
next Sept. 30. While signing
the measure, Mr. Ford again
expressed his disappointment
that funds had been denied.
to the Western-backed forces
in Angola. i

Responding to the President,
the Senate majority leader,
Mike Mansfield, said Mr. Ford’s!
criticism of congress “won’t]
hold water,” The Associated!
Press reported.

“They wanted $28 million
more,” the Senator said. “By
now, very likely they would
have asked for $50 million.”




