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WASHINGTON, Feb, 5 (AP)
—The State Department today
sharply criticized a column by
William Safire of The New York <" 22 76
Times that accused the Ford
Administration of “the betrayal
of the Kurdish people.”

“We look upon that piece as
a collection of distortions and
untruths unsupported by any
{documents or the record,” Rob-;
ert’ L. Funseth, the department:
spokesman, said. ) ;

“Frankly I find it too con-!
temptuous for further com-!
ment.” |

Mr. Safire wrote that in an|
“unscionable sellout” President|
Ford, acting on the advice of}
Secretary of State Henry A..
Kissinger, ignored a plea for
help from Gen. Mustafa Bar-
zani,” the Kurdish leader, after
the Shah of Iran had with-
drawn his support for the Kurd-
ish independence movement in
Iraq. ;

Mr. Funseth declined to say
whether Mr. Kissinger had read
the column. The spokesman’s
criticism was in a prepared
statement that he read when
‘questioned about the column
‘at the daily State Department
briefing. Such statements usu-
ally are directed or authorized
by top department officials.

Special to The Ne\\; York Times

Mr. Safire, when asked for
his comment, replied: “My- col-
umn on the sellout of the Kurds
was based on a portion of the
suppressed report of the House
!select committee on intelligence
{abuses, including direct quota-,
tions from CLA. memorandai
reprinted in that report.”
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