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Focus of Controversy at the U.N.

Daniel Patrick Moynihan

FEB 3 1975

By KATHLEEN TELTSCH
Special to The New York Times
UNITED NATIONS, N. Y.,
Feb. 2—It was to have been
4 routine United States state-
ment, but as Daniel Patrick

Moynihan delivered it a few. -

days ago to the Security
Council he in-

Man cluded a lament
inthe OVer what he said
} was the small
News  number of truly

democratic coun-
tries surviving in the world.
At times he slapped his
palm on the table, ran his
hands through his silver-
gray hair and raised a pro-
fessorial finger. Later some
of his listeners complained
that his tone was patronizing,
but he held their attention.
In his seven months as
chief American delegate, he
has not lacked for attention;
it is widely agreed here that
no American representative
in the 30-year history of the
United Nations has stirred
so much controversy.
He resigned today at the
beginning of a month term as
president of the Security

-Council. He had decided to

resign once before—last Nov.
21—but was talked out of it
at the time by the White
House.

Twice in the last two
months, President Ford and
Secretary of State Henry A.
Kissinger have publicly de-
fended the outspoken United
States representative.

Complaint in Cablegram

They spoke out last week
because of a cablegram that
Mr. Moynihan had sent to
Mr. Kissinger .and all United
States embassies complaining
that some State Department
‘“‘experts” were not support-
ing him in his campaign to
break up an anti-American

i-yoting coalition of third-

world countries. .
" Last November, Mr, Moyni-
han was backed by both Mr.
Ford and Mr. Kissinger when
his performance was likened
by Ivor Richard of Britain to
that of Wyatt Earp looking
for shootouts in the OK Cor-
ral.
Diplomats here were in-
clined to see the public en-
dorsements as a reflection of

the Ford Administration’s ap-
preciation that Mr. Moyni-
han, with his tough talk at
the United Nations, had
gained an impressive follow-
ing among the American vot-
ing constituency.

But they have been pre-
dicting privately for some
time that his combative style
would make it impossible for
him to remain in his post.

Many diplomats have been
charging privately that the
United States delegate was
using the United Nations as
a forum to advance his politi-
cal career in American poli-
tics. Communist and third-
world spokesmen have been
particularly vehement on this
point, saying that Mr. Moyni-
han was clearly interested
not in the United Nations but
in getting into the race for
the New York Senate seat of
James L. Buckley, or in going
after some appointive office.

Adviser to 4 Presidents

Some of the most contro-
versial Moynihan statements
during his tenure here came
in speeches outside the
United Nations. In October,
in a speech delivered in San
Francisco, he endorsed a de-
scription of President Idi
Amin of Uganda as a “ra-
cist murderer” and said it
was “no accident” that Mr.
Amin was then presiding over
the Organization of African
Unity.

Critics say his denuncia-
tion of President Amin,
coupled with criticism of the
Organization of  African

‘Unity had angered the Afri-

can members of the United
Nations and helped bring
about the adoption of a reso-
lution equating Zionism with
racism.

. Resolution Called “Obscene”

The American delegate de-
nounced the resolution as
“obscene” and said in the
Council that all “decent”
countries had voted against
it— a remark that added to
the controversies swirling
about him.

Mr. Moynihan, whose ca-
reer includes serving as pro-
fessor of government at
Harvard, adviser to four
United States Presidents and

ambassador to India, was a
controversial figure before
he arrived at the United Na-
tions last July. The reason
was a widely read article in
Commentary magazine ad-
vocating a tougher American
response at the United Na-
tions to third-world attacks.

Secretary Kissinger ac-

‘nowledged that it was this

advice that led him and Presi-
dent Ford to choose Mr.
Moynihan to succeed John
A. Scali 2s United States
delegate. .

Mr. Moynihan, who is 48
years old and stands 6 feet
4 inches tall, was born in
Tulsa, Oklahoma, on March
16, 1927. His family moved
to New York when he was 6.

Raised in tenements in
Hell’s Kitchen and the vpper
West Side, he had to go to
work ‘early to support a
fatherless household. Young
Moynihan shined shoes, ped-
dled newspapers and worked
at his mother’s bar on 42d
Street.

He managed a year at the
Baruch School of City College
before enlisting in the Navy
in 1944, Later he completed
college at Tufts University,
took a masters degree, spent
a year in ILndon as a Ful-
bright Scholar and earned

his doctorate. from the
Fietcher school of Law and
Diplomacy at Tufts.

In 1955 Mr. Moynihan, a
Democrat, went to Albany as
a member of the staff of
Governor W. Averell Harri-
man and was a principal
assistant for policy and pro-
gram matters, He had met
his wife, the former Eliza-
beth Brennan, when she was

‘campaigning for Mr. Harri-

man. They have three chil-
dren.

Mr. Moynihan was brought
to Washington in 1961 by
President John F. Kennedy
to serve in the Labor Depart-
ment. In 1963 he became
Assistant Secretary of Labor.
He continued to serve Presi-
dent Lyndon B. Johnson in
that capacity. After returning
to Harvard in 1966, he came
back to Washington as an
assistant in urban affairs in
January 1969 and in Novem-
ber that year, became Coun-
sellor to President Richard
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M. Nixon and a member of
the Cabinet. He served two
years with the Nixon Admin-
istration.

He became a center of con- ‘
troversy in 1970 when a °
memorandum he wrote to
Mr. Nixon was leaked. In it,
he advised a period of “be.
nign negilect” on rhetoric
about race problems to allow
blacks’ “progress to continue.”
He has remarked bitterly
many times that his state-
ment has been misquoted
out of context.

Mr. Moynihan was named
Ambassador to India by Mr.
Nixon in 1973 and served
until 1975,

He has made only one run
for elective office. That was
in 1965 in the Democratic
primary when he ran for
President of the City Council
on a ticket headed by Paul
Screvane. The Screvane slate
lost to a ticket headed by
Comptroller Agraham D.

‘Beame, who then lost to John
V. Lindsay. ’

He said tonight in response
to a reporter’s question that
his letter of resignation say-
ing he wanted ‘to return to
Harvard did not mean shut-
ting the door on -a political
career.

“I will be back in govern-
ment one way or another
some time,” he declared. “I
am going back to teaching
now.” X




