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WASHINGTON, Feb. 2—Dan-
ie] P. Moynihan resigned today
as the United States representa-
tive to the United Nations.

In a brief letter to President
Ford, the 48-year-old chief del-
egate said that he had been
forced by circumstance to
choose, “with a heavy and still
divided heart,” between con-
tinuing in Government service
or returrming to the faculty of
Harvard University.

There was no suggestion,
either in Mr. Moynihan’s ex-

Texts of Ford and Moynihan
letters are on Page 4.

change of letters with the Pres-
ident or by those in the White
House, ‘that Mr. Moynihan
might have taken seriously the
continuing speculation that he
could be a candidate this year
for the Democratic nomination
for the United States Senate irt
New York.

His lawyer, Arthur Klebanoff,
said in an interview, however,
that Mr. Moynihan would seri-
ously consider seeking the nom-
imation if there were indica-
tions that Democrats around
the state wanted him to run.
[Page 5.]

Mr. Moynihan made no men-
tion in his letter of resignation,
which was dated Jan. 31 and
made public:- by the White
House ténight, of his complgint
10 days ago that the State Pe-
partment -was giving insuf-
ficient support to his attempt
to break up an anti-American
voting bloc at the United Na-
tions. * g :

No Successor Picked

President Ford, who had ex-
pressed support for Mr. Moyni-
han when .the complaint be-
came known publicly last
week, accepted the resignation
“with the deepest regret and
reluctance” in a letter to Mr.
Moynihan.
The President said that Mr.
Moynihan had “elevated public
discourse by puncturing pre-
tense and by eloquently ad-
vocating the cause of reason,”
especially through positions ad-‘
vanced “forcefully, cogently
and honestly” at the United
Nations.
The White House said no.de-
cision had been made of a
successor but that Mr. Ford
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|would nominate a new repre-
sentative soon.

Mr. Moynihan’s flamboyant
style at the United Nations had
long been a matter of private
annoyance to other diplomats
and officials at the State De-
partment.

But the President and Secre-
tary of State Henry A. Kissinger
had previously headed off a
resignation threat by Mr. Moy-
nihan with public expressions
of support. .

-Mr. Moynihan said in his let-|
ter to Mr. Ford that. the most!
recent of several leaves of ab-|
sence granted to him by Har-'
vard officials to engage in
Government service was to ex-
pire today.

“I must return now, or must
give up for good my professor-
ship there and, in effect, give
up my profession as well,” Mr.
Moynihan wrote. .

Harvard Job at Stake

The White House said that
‘Mr, Moynihan had been able to
jobtain a one-month . extension
ifrom the university, but that he
Imust either return to Harvard
-or stay at the United Nations
after the one month.

From Harvard, Henry Ro-
sovsky, dean of the faculty of
arts and sciences, noted that
Mr. Moynihan would continue
to serve as president of the
Security Council through the
end of the month while con-
ducting a university seminar
that would bring him to
Harvarg for perhaps a day and
a half each week. Dean Ro-
sovsky said that Mr. Moyni-
han’s leave of absence would
have expired Feb. 9.

“We welcome him back
gladly,” he declared. “At the
same time, speaking person-
ally, 1 regret that his voice
will no longer be heard in the
United Nations.”

Mr. Moynihan did no more
than hint in the letter at the
reported frustration. he had en-
countered at the United Na-
tions. He said that an effort to
persuade himself to abandon
for good his tenure at Harvard
“has not succeeded.”

Having spent nearly five of
the last eight years in Govern-
ment and 13 of the last 19
years, he said, “it is time to
return to teaching and such
are the conditions of my ten-|
ure that"‘l‘retum now or not
at all.” "wHF

Ron Nessen, the White House
press secretary, said that Mr.
Moynihan’s letter—dated Jan.
31 and received at the White
House on Saturday but not dis-
closed until today—had come
as a surprise to Mr. Ford.

Mr. Moynihan had met with
the President on United Nation
matters last Tuesday. Mr. Nes-
sen said that, so far as he
knew, there had not been any
suggestion then by Mr. Moyni-
han that he was having dif-
ficulty arranging with Harvard
for another extension on his
leave.

iFriends of Mr. Moynihan in
New York said that hs was
‘stung by criticism, in editorials
and elsewhere, of his blunt tac-
‘tics in seeking broader support
‘from the State Department for
his efforts to break up an anti-
American voting bloc at the
United Nations.

The outspoken diploma came
close to resigning last Nov. 21.

But he reportedly agreed to
stay on for a while after meet-
ing privately with the President
and obtaining a public state-
ment from Mr. Ford expressing
“complete confidence” in Mr.
Moynihan’s conduct at the
United Nations.

“The President and Secretary:

Kissinger encouraged Ambas-
sador Moynihan to continue to
Speak out candidly and force-
fully on major issues coming
:before the United Nations,” Mr.
‘Nessen said in November.

But Mr. Moynihan evidently
‘continued to believe that his
|efforts at the United Nations
were being undercut by offi-
cials in the State Department.

The Moynihan Cablegram

On Jan. 23, Mr. Moynihan
sent to.Mr, Kissinger and to
all United States embassies a
long classified cablegram, en-
titled “The Blocs Are Breaking
Up,” in which he contended
that the department was either
“reluctant” or “slow” to recog-
nize the results Mr. Moynihan
claimed for his blunt style of
diplomacy.

In the cablegram, a copy of
which was obtained and pub-
lished last week by The New
York Times, Mr. Moynihan said
it was a “basic foreign policy
goal” of the United States to
try to sow disunity among the
large bloc of “mostly new na-
tions” and that his “counter-
attack” with threats and tough
talk had produced the desired
results.

He cited a number of illustra-
tions of this, but said that it
had been the ‘“conventional
wisdom” in the State Depart-
ment to predict failure for his
tactics. Those who held such
views were, he suggested, bent
on proving his tactics a failure.

The disclosure of Mr. Moyni-
han’s cablegram produced re-
newed public expressions of sup-
port for him at the White House
and the State Department.

Mr., Nessen said last week
that Mr. Moynihan was carry-
ing out presidential policy in
making clear at the United
Nations that American assist-
ance could no longer be taken
for granted by those nations
that joined in anti-American
positions at the world body.

Moreover, Mr. Nessen said,
Mr. Moynihan had the full

backing of Mr. Ford, Mr. Kis-
singer and “top officials of the
State Department.”

State Department officials at
all levels continued, nonethe-
less, to voice private criticism
not of Mr. Moynihan’s objec-
tives but of his style. They sug-
gested that his rhetoric was
unnecessarily flamboyant, that
it irritated other nations and
that Mr. Moynihan was thus
diminishing rather than enhanc-
ing the American position.

Among such individuals there
was speculation that Mr. Moy-
nihan was trying to induce the
President into dismissing him.

They noted that Mr. Moyni-
han’s cablegram had the lowest
possible security classification,
all but assuring, in their view,
that it would leak into public
print.

They said that if Mr. Moyni-
han was interested in seeking
the Democratic nomination for
United States senator to run
against the incumbent Conserv-
ative-Republican, James L.
Buckley, in New York this year
he might be able to quickly re-
establish his credentials as a
Democrat by being ousted from
the Republican Administration.

Mr. Moyniha nhad said firmly
last year, however, that he
would “consider it dishonorable
to leave this post and run for
any office.”

One close associate of Mr.
Moynihan told a reporter in
New York that a more likely
cause of the resignation was
his* reported concern that his
cablegram had produced both'
rebuke and ridicule by column-
ists and editorial writers. Given
the circumstances, with his
most reecnt leave from Harvard
about to expire, Mr. Moynihan
may have felt an inevitable
resignation should be submitted
now, the associate said.

Mr. Moynihan was nominated
as chief United States repre-
sentative to the United Nations
by Mr. Ford on May 21, 1975.
He had been Ambassador to
India from 1973 to early 1975.

He served in various advisory
posts in the White House for
President Richard M. Nixon
from 1969 to early 1971. Mr.
Moynihan had been an aide to
the Secretary of Labor and later
an Assistant Secretary of Labor
from 1961 to 1965, under
Presidents Joh nF. Kennedy and

Lyndon B. Johnson.




