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W. ASHINGW —The

State Depa.rtment demed a re-
port today from Panama alleg-
ing that Bug. ,n Omar Torn—

can negot
iing againsg :
,posxtlon on 2 new: Panama Can-
|al treaty.

i A news ‘agency .report said
|that General Torrijos, the head
Iof the Panamanian Govern-
‘ment,”had given such_.a note
‘to ambassador - rJIstlI‘th Bun-
ker, the chief rican nego-
tratOr, on Wed lay at the
%pnclpsibn of i a nine-day
rouxnd of talks on the issue.

A State Department spokes-
man said: “we do not under-
stand the report Our negotia-
tors were given no messagze
fromx General Torrijos or any
other Papamanian official dur-
ing the Nov. 15-26 negotiating
round.”

“Indeed they departed Pana-
ma with assurances that the
positions they laid on the table
‘during the round were Tegarded
by Panamanian negotiators as
positive. The United States re-
mains fully committed to the
negotiations.”




