. the ' position - Mr.

' Ml‘

s% o

ToDzs tress Kzssmg er

LSC?Appear

&b By BERNARD“GWERTZMAN.

Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Nov. 13— -

Secretary of State Henry A.
Kissinger was-~asked ‘the

other-night in Pittsburgh how

much - influence should be
wielded by the’ Pre51dent’
national security adviser —
Kigsinger
held until 11 days.ago. ..

To .a roar. of laughter from
a dinner- audience, Mr, Kis-
singer replied: “Well, at this
moment I -am very much op-
posed to the assistant for

national securlty havmg any.

influence.”
Now that he has been

forced to give: up the White

House nost after seven years
K1ssmger has been mak-
mg bxttersweet ]okes ]

his ‘loss of  power: ‘He: 'has--

i ‘algevbeen arguing-not ‘very

\:pérsuasively—that the shake-
Jup announged Nov.2 by Pres-"
~ident . Ford. does . not; have.,
mueh significance for. i,

o Desplte Mr. Kissinger’s as-
“sertion “that ‘he . is" satisfied
With the changes—they "in-

“‘cluded the removal of James
R. Schlesinger as Secretary
of Defense and of William E.
‘Colby as Director of-Central
Intelligence—he has not been
acting like a person on top,
and he seems unhappy over
what has taken place. *

" “I have never believed that
foreign. policy-making de-
pends so- crucially on a par-
‘ticular’ bureaucratic struc-
ture,” he said at a news con-
ference here Monday. I am
confident that I have suffi-
cient. access to the President

o that my- views are heard, ,
and that is,all that a Cabinet
member has_a nght to ask

for.
g Ongmally, hxs replacement
{in the Whlte House} post by

garded as a sign that he had
emerged- ‘victorious in - the
Washifigton Lintighting !since
e would still be the Presi-.
“dent’s’ chief adviser ‘on for-
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However, his closest aldes

insist that he advised Mr.
Ford not to replace’ Mr.
Schlesinger though they -had
policy and personal differ-
ences. They say he was irked
at being forced to give up his
White House post for what
appear to be solely pohtlca]
reasons.

Furthermore, his anger has
been mounting over what he
and his staff perceive .to be
a campaign of press leaks
from Ron Nessen, the Presi-
dential press secretary, and
other White House aides sug-
gesting that he suffered a de-
feat and that his contact with
Mr. Ford would be limited.

The leaks which have be-
come part of the Washington
gossip mill, indicate that
once Mr. Ford’s new team
is in place, ‘Mr. Kissinger,
who has been seeing Mr.
Ford alone at least once a

day, will meet with him only

as part of groups, and that
Elliot L. Richardson has been
named " Secretary of Com-

merce as a possible replace-'

ment for Mr. Klssmger
The Secretary of State’s

aides assert that he has not .

been told by Mr. Ford that
his access will be limited
and that he has seen Mr.

Ford privately at least once
a day since the changes were '

announced. Nonetheless,
White House corréspondents
have informed Mrt. Kissin-
ger’s aides that Mr. Nessen
and others have been spread-
ing such reports; similar non-
attributable  leaks  were
.passed to_ correspondents of
The New York Times by the
-White House press office.

_ .. The Rumsfeld Matter

Apparently .Mr, Kijssinger
~has also. beeh ,eagma.ted by
published cccounts “saying
that Donald H. Rumsfeld, the
former - White Hause chief
“of staff who is the nominee
to succeed Mr. Schlesinger
was the major winner in the
shifts.

It was no secret at the
White House' and the State
Department that relations he-
tween Mr. Kissinger and Mr.
Rumsfeld were chilly, Mr.
Kissinger indicated this at his
Monday news conference
when he was asked to de-
scribe Mr. Rumsfeld’s qualifi-
cations. Instead of an imme-
diate laudatory response, he
paused for what seemed to
be almost a minute and re-
- plied” with a quip: “We
‘haven't ‘had a brawl in this

‘town for all of three days.”.

He then said that Mr. Rums-
_feld would do .a gaod job and
added,” and I intend to co-

operate closely with Rim™ ™

In Pittsburgh, at a news
conference Wednesday, he

was even more candid when -

a- reporter said ‘that news
magazines had raised ques-
tlons about ‘the Kissinger-
Rumsfeld relationship. Seem-

ing to address his remarks to .

Mr. Rumsfeld, Mr. szsmger
said:

“It is our obligation as Se-

cretary of State and Defense
respectively, to conduct the

nation’s. business and not to.

-carry out feuds. I have every
- intention—and I am positive
he has every intention—to

~work closely togéther.

“We have very important
national decisions before us,
‘and they cannot be constant-

ly evaluated in terms ef per- -

sonalities. The victories that
are celebrated should not be
personal victories but vVicto-
ries’ of national purpose, I
feel very strongly that if ther
is one thing we cannot now
afford, it is this constant
public bickering between
senjor officials.”

Will He Stay the Course?

The chief question that has

been nagging Mr. Kissinger’s,

aides and preccupying the re-

porters that cover his activi- -
ties has been whether he will :

last out the balance of Mr.-

~Ford’s term, as he indicated a

-on Sunday.”

few months ago that he
would.

The curiosity - has been
fueled by his comments.
Asked in Pittsburgh what
further accomplishments he
expected, he responded jok-
ingly: “Of - course, 1 have
a lot of time so I can plan
ahead.” At.his news confer-

ence Monday ‘he avoided a |

direct answer to a question

:whether he would remain

through 1976. His reply, a

 joke alluding to the timing

of - dismissals, - was: “Well,
I don’t answer my telcphones

.Mr, Kissinger’s over-all
mood was not improved by
the decision today: by .the
House Select Committee on
Intelligence to,issue a. con-
tempt citation against him.
He said this afternoon that
this action, which he believed.

. was uncalled for on legal and

historical grounds, raised “se-
rious- questions all over the
world of what this country is
doing to itself and what the
necessity is to torment our-
selves-month after month.”,

“uals. T owill

" Possible Negative Factor -

Mr, Kissinger’s princ¢ipal
aides believe that he does
not contemplate. quitting as
long as the:White House does
net try to cut off his access
to the President. .

- On the other hand, a factor
that might lead him ' to leave
is the growing difficulty of,
accomplishing anything sig-
nificant in foreign affairs in
the coming year. If by spring
he sees diplomacy curtailed
for the rest of the . year,
some of his aides believe,
he might quit to start work
on a book.

. Tn ﬁlttsburgh Mr. K1ssmgev'
cited three areas in which
he hovoed further progress

.could be achieved in his re-

mainin~ time:. the. Middl-
Eastern negotiations, the

-s*alerated. talks with th=-S¢-

viet' Union on limitations on
‘with the devel arms and rela
strategic arms #nd r-lations
'with the developing world.

The Middle - East - talks
'sem -at a point of indecision,
with mno-clear road to prog-
ress evident. ‘And-the arms
talks will have to be held up
antil *Mr. Rumsfeld can be
briefed ‘on the details of the
intricate negatiations.

Mr. Kissinger, given thn-
rignt-wing view that He en-
gineered Mr. Schlesinger’s
downfall to satisfy the Rus-
sians, cannot afford even to
‘appear to be seeking to' keep
Mr. Rumsle]d from partici-
patirig”in demsmn‘malung

Most offxcxals Mr. Kissin-
ger' among them ackriowl-
edoe that Mr. Ford must
appear as a hkely victor in
“the " 'Reépiiblican” convention;
and the election if there is*
to be any sxgmflcant progress™
in those areas in 1976. If
he is-viewsd ag a lame duck,.
the ablhty ‘of the’ Admxmstra-
tion to negotiate xmportant:_-,
foreign -agreements will be"

- sharply-curtailed.

Keeping His Distance

Whatever the future holds,
Mr. Kissinger . has made it,
clear #to the White House
that he intends to keep his
distance during the primaries.
and the actual campaign.

“I consider the office of
Secretary -of State to be a
nonpolitical office,” he said-
in Pittsburgh. “I belxeve that

“the forengn policy of the

United - States; -involving our

‘national security, our per-

manent ‘interests and values,
cannot be tied to a polxtlcal
party or to.specific individ-
therefore not
part1c1pate in ‘the political
campaxgn in any form.”
“During ‘the political cam-
paign I will conduct myself -
in such .a-way that, so far
as it depends on me, foreign
pohcy wil] not, be a partlsan
issue, ‘he continued. “Even
less will T get involved in -
any primary campaigns.”
Another political. signal to
the .White. House, perhaps "
unintentional, was his reac-

“tion to -the decision of his

long-time friend, Nelson A.

. Rockefeller, .to .remove him-

self..from -contention- for the -
- Vice-Presidency in 1976.

“I regret his’decision to.
wlthd‘raw_ his name from con-*

' sideration for the Vice-Pres-

idential nomination,” Mr.
Kissinger said of the Vice"
President in Pittsburgh. “I
know he will play a. major
role in our national life in
whatever posmon he may

; accupy:”




