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Specia! to The New York Times
WASHINGTON, Oct. 13 —
Vice President Rockefeller’s
call for Congressional action to
assist New ¥ork City, appar-
ently totally at odds with Presi-
dent Ford’s repeated opposition
"to Federal inter-
; vention, has led to
News  confusién both in
Aralysis White House, and
. speculation
+ the possibility of a change in
+ Administration policy. “It’s in-
explicable,” said one of ‘the
President’s key economic ad-

visers.

"But on Capitol Hill, a New
York Representative speculated
that Mr. Rockefeller had be-

is. said to have told aides this
morning that Mr. Rockefeller,
in his daily talks, did not dis.|
cuss his s

oD AP

ord

tion's hard line townrd New

York, had eased his position liam E. Simon s

these da
logical”

only a ‘week earlier, when
he nrged that Congress consi-
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a Way Out?

Even Treasury Secretary Wil-

talking more
ys about the “psycho-
effects of a New York

der Federal aid to ease the default, which he Says worsen

city:s fiscal crisis.
The President nevertheless

pecific remarks with |Rockefelle

Some speculate that Mr.

r’s call for Congres-

every time a dire prediction is
made, and can ultim
a city default mor
than it need be.

ately make
e far-reaching

~and out of the hix_n. He was described as “sur-|soinal action reflected nothing
prised” and ‘“unhappy” over

over|the Vice President’s statement.
But Ron Nessen, the Pres-
ident’s press secretary, when
asked whether Mr. Rockefeller
had discussed his statement
with Mr. Ford, said: “I don’t
sit in on those meetings, so
I can’t answer the question.”

more than an open White House,
in which the President allows
subordinates to disagree with
him in public.

Under this theory, there are
few officials in the Ford Ad-
ministration more knowledge-
able about either New York or]
money than Mr.

A veteran of the Nixon White

come the “point man” in an at-

House suggested that the con-
versation between the two men

Rockefeller,

and he was therefore allowed
to speak his piece.

|

i

tempted- Administration shift,

intended to give the President|had
“Maybe Rockefeller didn’t vol-
unteer the explicit information,
and the President didn’t really
mentum in its quest for Con-|want to know,” he said.

room to maneuver in the event
the city got its fiscal house in
order and continued to gain mo-

gressional action.

The Vice President has con-
sistently described himself as
a team player, a “staff assis-
tant” to the President, subor-
dinating'his own views to that
of his bess. ' - :

“If h ‘wants me to go to
a funerl; I go to a funeral”
Mr. Rotkefeller told The New -

Others believe Mr. Ford al—’
lowed Mr. Rockefeller to play
to His constituency—the North- |
east establishment, which is|
virtually united in seeking Fed.
eral aid for the city. |

move,” said Representative Ben-
jamin S.
Democrat and chairman of a
House subcommittee that has
kept in close touch with the
White House on this issue.

A Democrat’s View

Still' others speculate that

“The glacier is starting to|Mr. Rockefeller finally decided

Rosenthal,

“Ford now realizes that he

cannot hold his position,” Mr.

to put some distance between
Queens himself and his conservative
opponens, and there are surely
few issues more readily given
to this purpose.

Ford’s Constituency

I

President Ford’s tattitude 'to-‘

York Times in an interview
two. weks ago. “If he wants
me toopen an exhibition in
Londoy, I do it. If hhe wants
me to;go out and make a
speechl do it.” '

Fod Statement Recalled .
Neertheless, there was con-
had digussed his call for aid

to Ner.York City with Pres-
ident brd,’who said at a news

conferace: on Thursday that|bankers, ! N
he oppsed such aid—a state-'and even foreign visitors have
‘had made with regula-|warned that a New York finan-
cial collapse could trigger a
national and even an interna-

ment } ha h
rity sice the fiscal crisis came
out int the open last spring.

Mr. Rockefeller said today|ti
that: htalked to the President
almostail ‘and .they swere cer-
tain tlt he had discussed his
remar] with Mr, Ford during
one othose discnssions toward
the enof last week.

Themplication was thdt the
Presidit had given at least
tacit- pproval, and probably
eipliciassent, to the Vice Pres-
ident’remarks. -

“The “esident didn:t order him
not » make the, statement,”
said ugh Morrow, Mr. Rocke-
feller press secretary.

Sua a discussion seemed
eveniore likely 'in view of
the fgr that Mr. Rockefeller,
Wio hd been one of the ar-
cuiigct of the Administra-

Rosenthal said. “He now real-
izes he made a political mis-
take, so he sent Rocky out to
see what would happen.”

Some of the President’s none-

ward New York City is believed
by some to be fashioned, at
least in part, by his feeling that
his own natural constituency
is rural, conservative and geo-

conomic advisers have become
increasingly unhappy at the
thought that he has boxed him-
fusin today on whether he self in'on the New York City
issue. .

alarm ‘as platoons of mayors,

chairman of the Federal Re-|ti
serve Board, testified last week
that he had changed his view
of the )
though still not receptive- to
the idea of Federal aid to New
York, he would no longer rule

teristic of . politicians to take
big risks. Most are conservative
in style, and hedge their bets. Mr. Nessen said.
In his inflexible opposition to|and the state do what is needed
Federal intervention, they say,|to restore the financial health
Mr. Ford is taking a big risk jand stability and responsibility
—in the event that New. York|to the city’s affairs, then there
defaults and the dire predictions ( is

of many experts come’ to pass.

They have

brokers,

onal economic crisis.
Even Dr. Arthur F. Burns,

situation and that,

\

graphically far removed from
the city and the Northeast gen-
erally.

His chief Republican - rival

watched with|a@PPears to be Ronald Reagan,
the conservative former Gover-
governors|nor of California, and Mr. Ford

apparently wishes to do noth-
ing to antagonize the conserva-
tive constituency. .

Mr. Rockefeller also appears

to be a major rival of Mr. Rea- |
gan, but for the Vice Presiden-

al nomination. The Vice Pres:

ident owes his present office
and, possibly, any future in
politics, to President Ford, and
many observers believe he is
therefore not inclined to antag-
onize his mentor.

it out. ~Meanwhile, Ron Nessen in-;
Some observers -here have sisted that nothing had
pointed out that it is uncharac-|changed.

“It's implicit in what the

President said the other night,”

“If the city

no need for a Federal bail-

out.”




