WXPost

A 14 Sunday,Sept. 14,1975

Vi

- SEP 141975

THE WASHINGTON POST

Fen 4 p

et Policy

i
I
i
I

A ‘Disaster,”
Says Kissinger

By Murrey Marder
Washington Post Staft Writer

Secretary of State Henry A.
Kissinger says that he “always
considered Indochina a disas-
ter” for American policy.

Since the collapse of that
policy last April, with the con-
quest- of South Vietnam and
Cambodia by he Communists,
Kissinger increasingly has ex-
bressed public doubt in retro-
spect about the wisdom of the
original polidy. Until now,
however, he had not claimed
that he “always” considered it
disastrous. :

This strong public statement
by Kissinger to disassociate
himself from the U.S. involve-
ment in Indchina was made in
an hour-long interview with
William F. Buckley Jr., taped
on Wednesday and broadeast
last night on WETA-TV’s
“Firing Line.”

Kissinger was responding to
a question from Buckley who
said, “It seems to be plain that
the disaster  of Indochina,
against which you struggled,
wa a disaster nevertheless?”

“Well,” replied Kissinger, “T
have always considered Indo-
china a disaster—partly be-
cause we did not think
through the implications of
what we were doing at the be-

ginning.”
Buckley: “Does

Yyou included?”
Kissinger: “Well—"
Buckley: “Wheh was it?”

Kissinger: “—pre (before)
my being in office. Those deci-
sions were made in the previ-
ous administration—and
partly because the magnitude
of the task we had set for our-
seives was not clear when it

was set. And then the Ameri-
can public was not prepared

to stick with it. So it failed fo

Kissinger said, “We let our-
selves down by entering too
lightly on an enterprise whose
magnitude was not wunder-
steod, by methods which were
the ... problem, and then
were caught by what I would
think was a minority, but nev-
eftheless a very determinked
miority, in a situation in
which the effective public sup-
pPrt disintegrated.”

‘we’ mean

¥Neither the secretary nor i sue.”
'ster Louis Harris said his sur-

vey showed 42 per cent of thef
tain public support for a pol- ipublic in favor of sending the;
iey described as fatally flawed |

his interviewer discussed the
paradox of attempting to sus- -

“8t the beginning.” )
¢ Although the Ford adminis-

tration last spring blamed
Congress fr failure to sustain
the anti-Communist govern-
ment in South Vietnam with
adequate aid after the U.s.
trpop withdrawal, Kissinger
said in the Buckley interview:
“ ... 1 think probably the
Congress came to reflect pub-
{lic sentiment so that finally, in
Ithe ultimate collapse last
spring, there was cearly no
public support for any contin-;
uation of the American effort. |
All  public opinion  polls,
seemed to show this.” i
At present in the United
States, Kissinger said, there|
“Is an almost metaphysical re.!
vulsion against foreign in-;

volvements  that  involve,
risks.” i
Kissinger said, “It is one|

thing to have a crisis that lasts!
a day or two—such as the
Cambodia incident, or the!
Mayaguez (ship seizure) inci-)
dent—but the real test is to;
sustain a crisis over an' ex—'*’
tended period of time.”

“And there,” said Kissinger,
“I would think that anything
that looks to the public like a |
massive foreign involvement
would require the most metic-!
ulous justification before it]
could be supported. This isj
our difficulty in the Con-|.
gress.”

Kissinger said this problem
for policymakers has come to|
the surface now in the dispute!
over sending 200 Americans to
man warning stations between
Israeli and Egyptian forces.in
the Sinai desert.

He said there is “a consider-.
able debate starting” over this|
plan to use 200 “volunteers, ci-1
vilians, unarmed” in the exist-|
ing United Nations peacekeep-|
ing force in the Middle East. |

Many independent observ-|
ers regard the American de-!
bate over the 200 technicians'
as mild. ;

In a hearing before the Sen-|
ate Foreign Relations Commit- |
tee last Wednesday, the same:
day that the Kissinger inter-
view was taped, one public
opinion analyst said, “The
public has remained remarka-
bly quiet on this issue.” Poll-

technicians, 28 per cent op-
posed, and the remainder not:

sure.
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