gy

FChronicle AUG 111975

S
Em'bqssy

Duty for Navy

Commandos

San Diego :

Navy Seal commandos have
received special training for pos-
sible assignment to American ¥
embassies in countries plagued by .
guerrilla terrorism, according to '-
informed sources here. ot

The Seals
derived from sea-air-land
would mnitor guerrilla and revo-
lutionary activity and give coun-
sel to the foreign governments on
counterinsurgency tactics, while .
at the same time reinforcing secu-
rity for the lives and property of
Americans. ’

Assignment of these special-
ists — trained in such counterin-
surgency tactics as hit-and-run
abductions of enemy military and
political leaders — to embassies
in perhaps a dozen countries was
said by a Navy informant to have
been under consideration for
some time at the Pentagon and
State Department.

- Discussion of the proposal has

been accelerated, he said, by the
recent deterioration of the Ameri-
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~Philippines

_ . Lumpur, - Malaysia, along
-number of hostages, was believed
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YT (longer story)
filed Navy.

-~ can military position in the Medi-
| terranean, rising anti-American- |
_ism.in Some African countries and

i

anxiety over events in Korea, the -
and other Asian.
areas,

Seizure by Japanese terror-
ists this week of a part of the

American embassy in Kuala

with a

likely to spur the discussions.

. Navy sources stressed that
the Seals, 2500 of whom have been
trained here and at Little Creek,
Va,, over the last 18 years, would
be assigned only to embassies in" |
“friendly countries.”

The countries under consider-

ation were not identified here, but -

one informed source said they .
included capitals in Europe, the
Middle East, Africa, the western
Pacific and, possibly. South .
America. ‘ :

Selected groups of the Navy
commandos, totaling 75 or 80 men

.out of a current force of about 300,

were were said to have been :

-given the special training to equip -
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nado amphibious base here said
- that if the commandos were at.
~.fached to embassy staffs -their
. role would
."But he added that “actual -field
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them for: possible embassy duty,
including ‘language and political
courses. They would be accredit.
_.~d as embassy naval attaches and
“@ssistants. Almost all are veter-
15 of Vietnam combat. - -

Seal units of two to six men
each are” already statiomed at
American military  bases . gver-
seas, in both the Pacifie. and
Atlantic, and others are attached

mand in charge of
at the Navy’s ‘Coro-

be largely advisory.

operations using the skills “they

" employed so successfully in “Viet-

nam could not be ruled .out,
- should eémergencies arise.”

A former officer of th'é'Coro-

- nado specialized warfare -com-

mand said it was “reasonable to
assume” that any Seal units as-
0 American embassies
would work closely with agents of
the Central Intelligence Agency,
who are listed by many embassies
+as cultural and commercial at-
taches. ‘
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