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WASHINGTON, Aug. 7—Ger-
ald-R. Ford, who came to power
at a time.of deep national crisis
‘as an -unelected President from
‘a minority party, has spent
‘much of his first year in office
trying to.reverse Federal social
and economic policies that
stretch back nearly half a cen-
tury.

Given the circumstances, he
has been. surprisingly success-
ful.

Despite a largely hostile Con-
gress, the lack of an electoral
mandate and an economy

This is the first in a series
of three articles assessing
President Ford’s ftrst year in
offxce
wracked by both the Wworst re-
cession since the. Great De-

pression amd the worst inflation
in pedcetime history, President
Ford has' béen-able to impose
his own conservative, liber-
tarian  views on a range of
domestic policies and programs.

“A Government big enough
to give you everything you
want is a Government big
enough to take from you every-

.thing you have” is a phrase that
recurs in Mr. Ford’s speeches.
In many ways, the phrase sums
up his view of how the nation
should be governed.

Government, Mr. Ford has—
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- ful decisions now.

To enforce that approach to®

ew York Times

exercising his veto power no
fewer than 36 times in his first
year.

To his critics, who include
most of the nation’s major in-
terest groups, President Ford’s

cise in calculated negativism
that, if unchecked, would un-
dermine = decades ~of painful
progress toward social and eco-
nomic justice in the United
States. )
But the President’s support-

the business community and
others who share his conserva-
tive viewpoint,  insist that his
policies are designed to create
a better life for all Americans
in the long run by facing pain-

Mr. Ford's economic and so-
cial policies are based in fairly
large measure on policies arjd
programs “he inherited fro
President Nixon.-

domestic policies are. an exer-|

ers, including a large portion of|;

Indeed, most of his chief eco-
nomic advisers served under or
were appointed by Mr. Nixon,
although not necessarily in the
same positions they occupy to-
day.

But from the point of view
of opponents of those policies,
President Nixon at least had the
virtue of inconsistency, swing-
ing.from the decentralization of
revenue sharing to the rigid
governmental.’ control
wage and price freeze.

literally—drawn a line limlting
the Federal presence in the
economy and defended 1t by!

the adverse economic conditions

Continued.on Page 13 Column l

of the |

Mr. -Ford: obviously inherited|’
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.created, in part, by his prede-
‘cessor's programs. “When he
took office it was like stepping
into & flying aircraft,” said
Donald Rumsfeld, Assistant to
thé President.

Gave Economy Top Priority -

Immediately after his dra-
matic assumption of the Presi-
dency last Aug. 9, Mr. Ford
proclaimed inflation as “Public
Enemy Number One” and put
the économy at the top of his
list of priorities for immediate
action.

The program he proposed in
October was aimed at wringing
out inflation by continued strin-
gency in fiscal and monetary
policy. There were some pallia-

“tives for victims of the reces-
- sion, or what was-then still

being described as the -“slug-
gish” economy. They included
such things as tax relief for the
poor and extended unemploy-
ment insurance.

Even after the country was
officially in recession, President

- Ford proclaimed that he had no

intention of using the Federal
Government to prime the eco-
nomic pump but would continue
to fight inflation as the nation’s
chief problem.

But political pressures in ad-
dition to economic realities
soon forced Mr. Ford to do an
about-face, and in his State of
the Union message he proposed
an anti recession program, in-
cluding a $16-billion tax cut for
Americans earninig up to $40,000
& year and a public service jobs
program, :

Congress, controlled by the]x
Democrats, regarded the Presi- ’
dent’s plan as inadequate and
inequitable, and enacted a $22-|
billion tax cut that went chiefly
to those at the lower end of
the economic scale. I

_months of 1974, declined to

* months of 1975.

‘p"artisan critics — or most of

" service “by restoring honesty,
. openness and steadiness to the]
_ White House.

Signed Bill Reluctantly |

President Ford reluctantly
signed the legislation when his
political advisers argued that it
was better than no tax cut at|
all. Bui when he announced his!
decision over national televisiong
he also drew a line with a piece;
of chalk over a $60-bililon:
budget deficit figure and de-,
clared he would permit the den
c;t to. rise no higher.

! Since then, I\Ir Ford has1
exercised his veto with almost]|
monotonous regularity to hold'
that line. The bills the President|
vetoed included agriculture|.
price supports, strip mining reg-'i
ulation, an accelerated public|.
works bill to give jobs to the|
jobless, aid to education, aid to
housing, aid to health programs
;lﬁl an air pollution jcontrols

i

Mr. Ford’s policies include
some longer range initiatives.
One is a major drive to change
the nation’s independent regu-
latory agencies, By ‘‘change”
the President mieans eliminat-
ing as much regulation as pos-
sible and freeing the market
place from what he consu:lers
unnecessary shackles.

His Administration. is also
proposing a major shift in the
tax structure -—easing the tax
burden on business so that it
might accumulate investment
capital and increasing taxation
on consumption to discourage
inflationarv spending.

As President Ford’s first year
in office ends,''his advisers
claim substantial improvements
in-the nation’s domestic affairs.
The inflation rate, which reached
12.2 per cent in the last six

about half that in the first six

‘He Displays No Compassion’
, Even ‘President Ford’s most

em at any rate—concede that
he has done the nation a great

But the critics are always
quick to’ add that President
Ford’s openness and- honesty
are -not solving the critical so-
cial and economic problems
confronting this country.

Ralplr Nader, the .consumer
advocate, described President
Ford as “a smiling man who
makes, cruel dec151on‘; He dis-
plays no compassmn
- “Do-nothingism” is the way
Senator William Proxmire, the!
Wisconsin Democrat who xs’
rhairman of the Senate Bank—
ing and- Currency . Commltteet




cies showed a lack of compas-
sion. “We are not heartless,”
‘he said. “We want to prevent
his kind of suffering in the fu-
ture.” He added that since
consumers suffer most from in-
flation, “consumer  croups
should be delighted wiir ovr
cfforts to end inflation.”

The President’s aides poin
out that although many of his
domestic pclicy decisions are
the kind that would normally
be considered unpopular and
politically unwise, there has
been no public outcry azainst
them. In fact, they nste, the
President’s standing in the pub-
lic opinion polls has been rising
at the same time that unem-
ployment has been rising.

"“He is reflecting the changin:
tenor cof views and values o,
the American people,” said Mr.
Greenspan. “There has been a
real change as a result of Viet-!
nam and Watergate and disil-
lusionment with meny Govern-
ment programs.”

Whether the American people
accept an approach to the na-
tion’s social and economic
problems that aims at long-|
range targets instead of ad-|
dressing immediate needs will:
be tested in next year's Presi-
dential election.

Tomorrow: The Ford foreign’
policy. ;




. Associated Press
President Ford discussing his first year in office on
Channel 13 last night. Tomorrow marks his first vear.

summed up a year of Ford Ad-,
ministration domestic policies. |

The critics declare that the'

Ford programs are, in their ef-I°
fects, antilabor, “anticonsumer,
antifarmer; antipoor, antiminor-
ity, anti-older neople, anti-en-
vironment, and neglectful of
education and the whole spec-
trum of social needs that rely'
on Federal support.: I

The most frequent criticismli
is that Mr. Ford is willing tol:
let unemployment remain high
and economic growth remain
slow over .a prolonged periodi:
for the theoretical goal of en-]
suring long-range stability. His «
own advisers project an unem-\
ployment rate remaining at1
nearly 8 per cent next year and ¢
not getting down to even 5 per
cent until 1980.

He is criticized for adopting
policies that will raise prices—
such as his energy conservation
plan and approval of wheat
sales to the Soviet Union—
while assailing as inflationary|’
Federal spending to create jobs|.
and help individual Americans.’

And, finally, he is criticized
for tailoring his Presidency—his/’
legislative proposals, Executive
orders, appointments and vetoes
—to his indeological desire to
return ‘the nation to a simpler
laissez-faire economy.

“Ford is like a Seventeenth
Century physician ‘bleeding his
‘patients in an attempt to cure
ithem,” asserted Senator Hubert
H. Humphrey, Democrat of
|Minnesota. !

[ER S

Angered by Housing Veto |

Senator Proxmire, also a
Democrat but considered some-
thing of a maverick, said that
Mr. Ford’s policies, as influ-
enced by Treasury Secretary
William E. Simon and Alan
Greenspan, chairman of the
Council of Economic Advisers,
were ‘“the Achilles heel of our
economy.”

He was particularly incensed
at Mr. Ford’s veto of the hous-
ing bill, which he said would
have created jobs and spurred
growth without being inflation-
ary.
Organized labor has reached
a “negative judgment” on Mr.!
Ford’s economic and sociall
programs, according. to -Lane|
Kirkland; secretary-treasurer of
the American Federation of
Labor and .Congress of Indus-
trial Organizations.

“Ford is a conservative of the
old school trying to minimize
the ‘role of Government as a
constructive force. But the ab-
sence of Government action can
be just as” oppressive as bad
Government action,” Mr. Kirk-
land said. o

The President’s domestic’poli-
cies have beena. “disaster? to
blacks and other minorities as
well as to the nation’s poor
people, according to Ronald H..
Brown of the Urban Coalition.,

Spokesman for the minority,
groups ssy that Mr.. Ford’s
policies are particularly bad for!
their constituents, who are suf-|
fering most sharply from un-i
employment and inadequate
housing, education, medical
care and. nutrition.

Official unemployment among
black workers is over 14 per
cent but in reality, Mr. Brown
‘said, 25 per cent of black work-
ers are unemployed when the
tally includes discouraged work-
ers who have stopped looking
for jobs or those working at
marginal part-time jobs.

“Ford has not bzen a good
President for the elderly,” said
Nelson H. Cruikshank, president
of the National Council of Se-
nior Citizens and a member of
the President’s Federal Council
on thé Aging. i |

By using the “single crite-
rien” of how. much Federal
money is spent, Mr, Cruikshank
said, Mr. Ford has taken a
negative approach toward older
people by ‘trying to raise the
‘price of food stamps. cut back
ton Social Security paywent in-|
fevenses and reduce Medicare):
‘benefits. i

Consumer Groups’ Complaints |
, Consumer representati\‘fes;s
have a long list of complaintsy
“3 ‘nst Mr. Ford, startineg with;
T seeming  hostility to  the

|

creation of a consumer protec-
tion agency and ranging through
such issues as hostility to new]|
legislation for protection of the.
consumer against  dangerous
chemicals, failure to enforce!
intitrust regulations and lax!
:nforcement of many other con-|
sumer-oriented statutes. J

Environmentalists havé an
even longer list of complaints,
saying Mr. Ford is rolling back|
the gams achieved in recent|I
years. )

The environmentalists say{
that Mr. Ford has retreated on|
wuto emissions and water pol-!

ution standards, has given the!
:oal  companies . what they
vanted® by vetoing the stripi
nine bill, has appointed an
iti-environment  Seeretary of!
he Interior .in Stanley Hatha-!
vay (who, recently resigned),i
ind has taken an anti-environ-!
nental stance on such issues as:
and use and nuclear energy,
and a variety of other areas. |

Even before Mr. Ford’s recent|
veto of the aid to education!
bill, the executive director of
the National Education A0
ciation, Terry Herndon, said
that the President “does nothing|
but, talk about the importance’f
of schools.” fl

Charles L. Frazier, Washing-
ton director  of the National
Farmers Organization, when
asked about Mr. Ford’s agricul-
tural policies, said that the]
President’s veto of the price
support legislation was a blow
to the nation’s farmers but that
the blow had been softened by
the large grain sales to the
Soviet Union and other foreign|
buyers.

Supported by Chamber

There is also fairly wide ap-
prehension about the ultimate
goals of Mr. Ford’s efforis to
change the regulatory agencies.
While there is little doubt that
improvements could be made
and red tape eliminated, there
is also the belief that the Pr
dent may try to do away with
needed regulation. .

One group with complete en-
thusiasm for Mr. Ford and his
policies is:the Chamber of Com-
merce of the United States. Dr.
‘Carl Madden, chief econom’st
of the chamber, indicated He
felt that virtually all. of the
President’s major decisions had
been beneficial to the economy
and therefore to business.

Not all business shares this
enthusiasm, however. Shortly
after Mr. Ford made a speech
to the National Small Rusiness
Association, .the executive vice
president of that organization,
John Lewis, sent him a letter
accusing the Administration of
attacking small business and
'showing favoritism to jts big-!
iger camvetitors, .

And the head of the National
'Association of Home Builders.'
J. S. Norman Jr. recently de-!
clared that the Ford Adminis-|
fration’s housing policy was
“inent.”

All of these criticisms »re
sharply challenged by top Ad-!
ministration officials. Mr, Rums-!
feld. for example. declared in an!
interview that charges that the|
Ford Administration is reneging
cn itsresponsibilities to the;
American- neople are “out-|
rageons” and “easily discernible|
as. political formulations.” |

L. William Seidman, Mr.
Ford’s economics assistant, de-
nied that the President’s poli-
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