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President Ford, empha-
sizing .his incumbency by
speaking from the Oval Oi-
fice and with the excesses
of Watergate clearly in

mind, .yesterday formally

announced his candidacy

tor the 1976 Republican|,

presidential nomination. . |

The :President, elevated to
the White House by the scan:
dals that swept Vice Presi-|
dent Agnew "and President
Nixon from office, pledged to
run “an open and above-board
campaign.”

Mr. [ Ford said he wanted
every,- delegate and every
vote' I can get that can be
won -to my cause within ithe
spirit:vand the letter of the
law, and without compromis-
ing the principles for whieh I
have stood all of my pubhc
life.”" ’

The President’s announce-
ment-had been signaled as far
back, as last November, when
White’ House press secretary
Ron 'Nessen confirmed that
Mr. Ford “mtends to run in
1976.”

In May, the Presuient;
created a campaign planmnrf!
committee headed by formerl
White House aide Dean Burch, |
who on June 20 filed papers .
for “The President Ford Com-
mittee” with the Federal Elec-!
tion Commission. ‘

A letter from Mr. Ford ac-|
compariied the filing, saying!
he atithorized the group to
raise and spend monev ‘to‘
further my nomlnauo for'
President. e

The President’s announce
ment, yesterday covered his
own candidacy only, and said !
nothing about a 1976 vice:

‘| presidential candidacy for:Vice!

President Rockefeller. Mr.
said he sees no;

I

‘jconservatives in the party are(
‘thoping: to change his mind.

; i

For a than who enipHatical- L
ly had told the: congressional
{committee on his contfirma- ,

0]

Jtion as Vice President in 1973
that! he had no--intention of,
ever rumnning for

ment . underscored the unex-'
politics can take.

his candidacy at vprecisely'
the time a chalienge within:
his Republican Party, long!
{brewing, began to take shape.!

See PRESIDENT, A6, Col. 2 |

Yesterday it was confxrmed
that a Ronald Reagantifor-
President committee is being
formed in Washington, with
Reagan’s knowledge if not his
formal blessing.

The Pre51dent speaking be-
fore television cameras and a
pool of reporters but not on
on live TV, renewed his in-
augural pledge “to be Presi-
dent of all the people,” rep-
resenting  the Republican
Party while also trying: to.
unite “the majority of Ameri-
cans who ‘acknowledge no ab-
solute party loyalty.”

As the candidate of a mi-
nority party, Mr. Ford of
course must attract independ-
ent ‘and Democratic votes to
be elected.

The President also said he
was ‘““determined never to: ne-

‘|glect my first duty as Presi-
'dent“vwhxch he has

found

e Amost of
“concentra-

he sald to.. “r q
the stamma an:
tion
muster.”

B
o,

ticipate fully in our free elec-
tive process, and I will do so
enthusiastically.

“In all the 13 election. cam-
paigns I have undertaken, my
basic conviction has been that
the best polities is always to
do the best job I can for all
the people. I see no reason to
change that successful philos-
ophy. I expect to work hard,
campaign forthrightly and do
the very best I can for Amer-;
ica in order to finish the ]ob
I have begun.”

'The President’s brief state-'
ment was in itself a skeleton
of .the Ford campaign stra-
tegyii

® To maximize the psycho-
logical” and real” political adJ
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1"1esu}ent_,"k,L ‘President, :
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pected turns that American| benCY by being, above all, a

President Ford announced

one human ‘being can.

i

“But,” he said, “it malso the§
duty of all Americans to par-’

| vantages

®-To emphasuo ‘that mcum i‘
2
working President, addlesmw
the natlon s pxoblems in atnon-!,
partisad manner as much abi
possxble -
A8 To campaign vigorously,
in the knowledge that by vir
tue of the way he reached the
White House he still has. to
demonstrate popular support
within- his own party and the
country. This will be the first|.
national campaign for Mr.
Ford, who ran successfully for
Congre§s 13 times.

The *kind of campaign out-
lined differs sharply from the
one waged by Mr. Ford’s pred-
ecessor, Richard M. Nixon,.in
1972. The former President
did little overt campaigning
until “the closing days of ‘the
fall campaign, then ran basi-
cally from the White House,
and. as President more than
candidate.

Later, when the Watelwate
scandal burst upon him, Nixon
said¢he had been so occupied
with affairs of state, especially
foreign policy, that he erred
and. turned over direction of
his eampaign to others ‘who
permitted excesses to occur.
‘Mr. Ford indicated in his
statement that he will attempt
to function both as active pol-
icy maker in the White House
and campaigner on the road. |

Four key men in the Presi-
dent’s .campaign stood behind |-
him in the Oval Office as he| .
made his declaration “of
candidacy: Burch, who is to
continue as head of a cam-
paign advisory committee; for-
mer. Secretary of the Army
Howard H. (Bo) Callaway, who
has succeeded Burch as cam-
palgn manager; former Dep-
uty : "Secretary of Defense|
David Packard, finance chair-
man; and former Assistant
Secretary of Defense Robert
C. Mogot, announced yesterday
as treasurer of the campaign.:

Callaway started working
Monday from the Ford com-
mittee’s small temporary suite
of offices in the Ring Build-'
ing, 1200 18th Street NW, with'
only-two other salaried em-i
ployees and some volunteers.

With competition for the Re-
publican nomination already
forming on the party’s right
wing, Mr. Ford is expected. to
be obliged to test his strength
in key presuientxal primaries.

Republican Gov. Meldrim !
Thonmtson of New Hampshire
has already said he will. op-
pose Mr. Ford in that state,
but Thomson is friendly with

Reagan and would: be . ex-
pected to step aside if Reagan

opposed‘the President there.




