Wipost
CIA Chidhge L.

By David S. Broder
Washington Post Staff Writer
President Ford said yesterday there’ is

“considerable merit” in an advisory com- .
mission recommendation that the Central:
Intelligence Agency should normally be
headed by someone other than a career:
intelligence - officer,

In an interview in the Oval Office, the
chief ekecutive said there are “no plans”
at this time to replace William E. Coloy
as the director of the CIA, but his com-’
ment on the question of a career man
heading the agency appeared to leave
Colby’s future in doubt.

Mr. Ford said he had read a summary
of the report on intelligence operations,
submitted last week by a commission..
headed by former Ambassador Robert

Murphy, which suggested among other '

th1ngs that the director of 1nte111<fence !
“normally” come from outside the career
service.

Colby has been an intelligence officer
for 25 years and has come under consider- e

able fire for his defense of the CIA’s role”
in domestic surveillance and reported ’
plotting of political assassinations over-
seas.

However, Mr. Ford told three interview- '
ers that he thinks “basically” the CIA™
activities are being well-monitored from
the White House now, and he warned™
strongly against investigations that “could
be very harmful to the intelligence com: -
munity.”

He said the current Senate .investigation
of CIA “is right on the border” of incur-
ring that risk, and cautioned again that it -
would be “very ill-advised” for that com-
mittee to hold any public hearings on
assassinations. Its chairman, Sen. Frank
Church of Idaho, has ruled out that course

of action.
Mr. Ford also said he would “expect to

be informed” by Attorney General Edward
H. Levi before any government offlc1als
are prosecuted for past practices of the
CIA, and “would certainly want to discuss
the pros and cons” of such prosecutions,

In the hourlong conversation, the Prési-
dent also:

® Said he would make his pr@posals for
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decontrol of domestic oil prices later this
week and would risk another veto battle
with Congress if it blocked his action. Ie
said he hoped for cooperation on a “re-
sponsible decontrol program,” but said a
veto of legislation extending the govern-
ment’s price control authority, now sched-
uled to expire on Aug. 30, is “an obvious
possibility” if Congress balks his plan.

The price of newly discovered oil is
already decontrolled, but Mr. Ford wants
to free the price of existing oil supplies,
over a period of years, in order to raise
prices and decrease consumption. He
denied his plan would mean. $l.a-gallon
gasoline. .

® Said he thinks “there may be a grow-
ing feeling” among Democratic congres-
sional leaders “that confrontation is
wrong and compromise is right.” Viectori-
ous in four veto battles with Congress, Mr.
Ford said he was “ready to go halfway”
in seeking legislative compromise with
the Democrats.

® Defended his administration’s eco-
nomic policy against criticisms from black
leaders and AFL-CIO President George

‘Meany, and forecast rising employment

with a 5 per cent inflation rate in coming
months.

He ruled out special programs aimed at
re_ducing unemployment among black
teenagers or other groups with high rates
of joblessness, saying that “if we improve
the health of the economy . .. everyone
will benefit. That's better than trying to
focus on any one segment.”

@ Said he would “assume” that he will
‘make a formal recommendation of Vice
President Rockefeller as his runningmate,
once he himself is nominated by the

Republican convention, rather than open- -

ing the vice presidential choice to the
delegates without instruction.

-He said Rockefeller was a “moderate”
like himself and said that “people who
allege he’s a liberal have not studied his
record.” ‘ .

@ Said he had recentlv reread Sen. Ed-
ward M. Kennedy’s (D-Mass.) statement
last fall, disavowing a 1976 presidential
‘cand1dacy, and takes “at face value” Ken-
nedy’s refusal to run. “Those are very
strong words,” Mr. Ford said.

® Said it was “premature” to decide
whether he would debate his opponent for
President, but noted that in his 14 House
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campaigns, “if I was ever challenged by &
contender, I accepted.” Mr. Ford added,
however, that he was “not sure debates
are as productive on the national scene as
they are on a local basis but I don't rule
it out, either.”

¢ Said he did not think the limited nu-
clear war tactics introduced by Secretary

" of Defense James R. Schlesinger in re-

cent directives to the Strategic Air Com-
mand represent “any serious change” in
American defense strategy.

@ Said he had “no prior knowledge” of
former President Nixon’s plans to appear
before Watergate prosecutors and grand
jurors last week, adding that it was strict-
ly the provinee of the special prosecu-
tor’s office.

In his comments on the CIA, Mr. Ford
said he thought the White House now
had effeetive control over the agency’s
actions. “I can’t honestly say I know
their  day-to-day operations, but I know
the general thrust ... I don’t try from
the Oval Office to manage their 12,000
employees.”

“We very, very badly need a strong
intelligence community,” he said, “and to
destroy it would destroy a'very important
national security arm of the President.”

He said his concern about the Senate
investigation was that “if it goes much
further with leaks or other unfortunate
release of information by one means or
another, we could seriously cripple our
mtelhgence effort.”

The President noted that “there is not
much I can do” about congressional in-
vestigations, but said that if the investi-
gators “should act irresponsibly, we might
have to exercise limitations” on infor-
mation given to the committee,



