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WASHINGTON, June I--
President Ford pledged todéy
that he would curb Federal reg-
ulation of business and oppose
those who would, in his view,
turn government into “an in-
strument of philanthropic col-
lectivism.” '

In a broad policy address to
the National Federation of In-
dependent Business, a con-
servative organization of small-
business men, the President
declared that well-intended reg-
ulation to protect consumers
and the environment *often
does more harm than good.”

He vowed to free small busi-
ness from “the shackles of
Federal red tape,” to cut the
“needless paper work” imposed
by government and to prevepnt.
Washington, from becoming
“the big daddy of all citizens.”
About 1,500 in the audience in-
terrupted more than once each
minute fo applaud the Presi-
dent. ’

Free Business From ‘Bondage’

“We must free the business .
community from regulatory
bondage so it can produce,”
Mr. Ford said. “I say ‘to th:
businesses represented here to-
day, I hear your cries of an-
guish and desperation. I will ¢
not let you suffocate.”

The President's remarks re-
tlected his Administration’s de- ;
cision to seek reduction of Fed--
eral controls over a variety
of American industries. They
were echoed, in other speeches
here today, by members of Mr.
Ford’s Cabinet.

To some extent, however,
the tone of Mr. Ford’s speech—
before an organization that
heard later from former Gov.
Ronald Reagan of California,
a conceivable Ford opponent
in 1976 Republican Presidential
primarjes—represented a White
House attempt to secure the
political loyalty of the comser-
vative small-business men.

The President’s commitment
to reduce Federal intervention
in national commerce was un-
derlined earlier when he told
Republican Congressional lead-
ers that he would oppose crea-
tion of a new consumer protec-
tion agency and would probab-
ly veto emergency housing leg-
islation passed by Congress.

Link to Constitution Seen

Mr. Ford told the business-
men’s federation that, as the
son of the founder of the Ford
Paint and Varnish Company
of Grand Rapids, Mich., he un-
derstood the ‘““direct connection
between the spirit of the Amer-.
ican Constitution and a compe-
titive, privately oriented econo-
my.”

Without identifying his tar-
gets—presumably liberal De-
mocrats—the President warned
of those who favored “runaway
spending that confines govern-
ment to no boundary, that un-
dermines individual initiative,
that penalizes hard work and
excellence, that destroys the
balance between the private

life.”

“We have held no referendum
to repeal our economic free-
dom,” he said, and he spoke
of a conviction that “Americans
have not arrived at a popular
consensus for collectivism.” |

Mr. Ford has already pro-
posed legislation to promote

|more competition by removiig
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Federal regulations in transpor-
tation industrie and will meset
witi ~ Congressional leaders
next week and with commis-
sion of independent regulatory
ageljcies later to discuss other
steps to curtail Federal regula-
tion-of business.

Some government regulations|
“are’ costly, but essential to
public health and public safe-
ty,’; he said . But Mr. Ford

ry structure was “encrusted”
with outdated rules.
Question of Costs Raised

“The i issue is not whether

we want to control pollution,”
he said. “We all do. The ques-
tion' is whether added costs
to the public make sens when
géasured against actual bene-
its,
He appointed Bruce Fielding,
the” secretary of the business-
mef’s federation, and seven
others as members of the new
commission on Federal paper-
work, which .is to study the
problem.

The commission was estab-
lished by Congress in a bill
signed by Mr, Ford last Dec.
27. Congressional sources said
that ‘one reason for the long
delay in naming White House
appointees to the panel was
a threat from the federation
that :‘Mr. Ford addressed today
to hoycott the study if Mr.
Fielding was not appointed.

Ropr Nessen, the White House
aress secretary, said he had
v0-idea why it had taken Mr.
Ford-six months to mame the

ZfOfficials Echo Remarks

Two Cabinet members also
alked of the need for curbs
m Federal regulations in
peeches today to the National
Coal ; Association. They were
William E. Simon, the Secretary
f the Treasury, and William
[. Coleman Jr., the Secretary
¥ Transportatien.

The President ence again de-
slaréd his optimism that “the
yorst recession since the nine-
een-thirties is ceming te an
nd,””

Republican  Cengressienal
eatlers said, after meeting with
fAr. Ford this merning, that
1e would most likely vete the
mergency housing bill en the
rrortd. that it would not meet
ts -objective of stimulating em-
sloyment in the construction
ndustry® soon enough, and
night therefore have an infla-
jonary impact on the economy.

Sehator Hugh Scott of Penn-
ylvania; the Senate Republican
eader, also told reporters that
Jdr. Ford's proposals to.com@at
rxime, to be made public later
his week, would not call for
eguation of handguns.

Mr. Scott said that the crime
woposals would involve “some
rery tough recommendations”
or mandatory imprisonment of
riminals.




