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__ Following is a transcript of Presi-
'mflent Ford’s news conference in Wash-
ington last night, as recorded by The

"‘New York Times. o
PRESIDENT: Will you please sit.

-down. Good evening, Miss Thomas.

~ QUESTIONS
Lessons of Vietnam

! Q. What are the lessons of Vietnam
dn terms of the Presidency and Con-
‘gress and the American people, in terms
rof secret diplomacy and fighting a land
Wwar in Asia. Also, would you welcome
@@ Congressional inquiry into how we
sgot in and how we got out of Vietnam?

v A. Miss Thomas, the war in Vietnam

is over, It was sad and tragic in many
Jespects. I think it would be unfortunate
For us to rehash allegations as to indi-
widuals that might be to blame, or Ad-
‘ministrations that might be at fault. It
'seems to me that it's over, we ought to
Jook ahead, and I think a Congressional
inquiry at this time would only be di-

Ps ‘v*isive, not helpful, .

L
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¢ Q. Mr. President. May I ask you then
don’t you think that we can learn from
‘the past?

. A. Miss Thomas, I think the lessons
of the past in Vietnam have already
been learned—Ilearned by Presidents,

learned by Congress, learned by the

American people—and we should have
our focus on the future, and as far as
I'm concerned, that’s where we wil]
concentrate.

Middle East N egotiations

« Q. Mr. President, your forthcoming
meetings with Egyptian President Sadat
and Israeli Prime Minister Rabin, do

they represent the beginning of a new.

American-led negotiation in the Middle
East for a peace settlement? -
~ A. They do not represent a new
negotiating process. T am meeting with
President Sadat and Prime Minister
E(abin for the purpose of getting from
hem yny recommendations they might
have as to how we can maintain the
eace in the Middle East; how we can
ome to some final settlement that will
be beneficial to all the parties.

‘We're in the process of reassuring
our Middle East policy and they can

- make a very valuable contribution with

their on-the-spot recommendations.

Q. Mr. President, do you now see any
hopeful signs that there is any move-
ment there off dead center? '

A. I'm always optimistic. I believe
that the leaders of all of the countries,
both Arab and Israeli, as well as others,
recognize the seriousness of any new
military engagement in the Middle East
and the ramifications that might come
from it. So I'm optimistic that as we try
to move ahead, aimed at avoiding a
stalemate, avoding stagnation, that we
can work with other countries in order
to insure the peace and a settlement
that'll be satisfactory to all parties.

Opposition to Refugees

Q. Mr. President, you've been report-
ed as being damn mad about the ad-
verse reaction of American people to
the Vietnamese refugees, and I would
like to ask you, how do you explain
that reaction, what in your judgment
is the cause of that? -

A. Mr. Lisagor, I am primarily very
upset, because the United States Has
had.a long tradition of opening its doors
to immigrants from.all countries. We're
a country built by immigrants from ali
areas of the world, and we've always
been a humanitarian nation, and when
I read or heard some of the comments
made a few days ago, I was disappoint-
ed and very upset.
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Conference on Foreign

and Domestic Affairs

I was encouraged this afternoon, now-
ever, I understand that the executive

_ committee of the AF.L.-C.LO. passed

a resolution  urging that the United
States open its doors to make oppor-
tunities available for the South Viet-
namese who have been driven or es-
caped from their country.

I understand that the American Jew-
ish Committee has likewise passed a
resolution this afternoon endorsing the
policy of making opportunity in the
United States for South Vietnamese,
and I am very proud of those Governors
like Governor Pryor of Arkansas, Gov-
ernor Askew of Florida, Governor Long-
ley of Maine, Governor Evans of Wash-
ington, Governor Ariyoshi of Hawaii as
well as Mavor Alioto who have com-
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municated with me and indicated their
support for a policy of giving the oppor-
of South Vietnamese to come
from this country to escape the possi-
bility of death in their country under
the North Vietnamese and the Viet
Cong and individuals who Wanteq an
opportunity for freedom. I_thmk this is
the right attitude for Americans to take
and I am delighted for the support that

" 1 have gotten.

Q. I'd like to follow that and ask-you,
why, in your judgment, is there such a
widespread adverse reaction to them?
- A, I understand the attitude of some.
We have serious economic problems.
But out of the 120,000 refugees who
are either here or on their way, 60 per
cent of those are children. They ought
to be given an opportunity. Only 35,000
heads of family will be moved into our
total society. :
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Now I understand people who are

¢ concerned with our economic problem.

But we have assimilated hetween 50
and 100,000. Hungarians in the mid-50’s;
we have brought into this country some
500 to 600,000 Cubans. They’ve been
good citizens, And we ought to wel-
come these people in the same way—
and despite our economic problems,
-I'm convinced that the vast majority
of Americans today want these people
to have an another opportunity to es-
cape the probability of death. And
therefore I applaud those who feel that
way. _
- Q. Mr. President. I'd like to ask a
_political question. What steps have you
taken so far toward the creation of a
campaign organization in 1976 and if

-~ you haven’t taken any steps, what steps
- do you plan to take in the future and
- when do you plan to take them?

A. Within the last week a group
headed by Dean Birch have indicated
that they would like to get started in a
very informal way to kick off a cam-
paign at the proper time. This group
is meeting wtihin the next few days,
I understand. They expect to get a great
many more who will join them. The

i precise time when we will take the

forma] step to declare

A LA

my candidacy

has not yet been determined, but I
would only reiterate my intention to
become a candidate. .

Q. Mr. President. You've said many

* times that you intend to become a

candidate and yet there seems to be
continually skepticism in’ some quarters
of your own party that you really will
be. Why do you think that skepticism
has endured? .

A. I'm surprised myself that there's
any skepticism. I know my intention;
T've said it repeatedly, as youwve indi-
cated. I intend to be acandidate. I be-
lieve that I have the best opportunity
to solidify the Republican party, getting
strength from both the right aa .well
ds the left within the Republican spec-
trum, and to put on a good campaign

against the individual that the Demo-

cratic party nominates. There should
be no skepticism about my intention.
I will be, at the proper time, a can-
didate in the legal sense, and no one
should feel otherwise.

~ Re-election Speeches

Q. Mr. President, will you this year
be going out and speaking at Republican
gatherings, doing the kind 'of political
thinngs that Presidents often do in the
year before they run for re-election?

A. T undoubtedly will make an effort
to help the Republican’ party. T think
that’s a proper function for a president.
I did it a week or so ago for the Repub-
lican party in the state of Virginia and
I'll do similar activities iri the future.
But that effort will be aimed at helping
the party. We need a strong two-party
system and I have a responsibility to
try and help the Republican party. |

Miss McGroty may I congratulate you
on your Pulitzer Prize and I'm delighted
to recognize you,

Amnesty for Americans

Q. Thank you very mu¢h Mr. Presi-
dent. I was wondering if now that the
war is over for everybody and we are
admitting many thousands. of Vietnam.-
ese, including, we are told, some young
men who did not obey their country’s
draft laws, have you reconsidered your
position on an amnesty towards young
Americans?

A. Miss McGrory, about six months

-ago I initiated a program under former

Congressman Charles Goodell and a
group of eight others to grant relief
or amnesty to some 120,000 individuals
who were either deserters or ‘did not
comply with the Selective Service laws.
As a recollect up to a week . . . that

group had applied. I assume that most
of them will have a change in their
status. T hope so. And therefore I have
taken, I think, a step that was right,
it is a good program and I just wish
that more had taken advantage ofit.

At the present time we're in the

- process, or they, the commission, are in

the process of handling the applications.

‘I hope they’ll expedite and be very

generous in their considerations of the
reocrds of those who have. . . . There’s,
always a chance in the future if the
facts justify it, /

Q. Mr. President, even though the
war is over, sir, there are many Ameri-
cans who msut still live with the

 agonies that it caused them. I speak

primarily of those wounded and crippled

and the families of those who died. °
A. Well, first, let me say very em-

phatically, they made a great sacrifice.

. The 56,000 that died and the countless

thousands who.were wounded, I honor
and respect them. And their cohtribu-
tion was most- significant.

I think their contribution was not in
vain, Five Presidents carried out a na-
tional policy. Six Congresses endorsed
that policy. Which was the policy of
our country and they carried out that
responsibility as a member of our armed
forces. )

I think.we should praise them, con-
gratulate them, and we have an un-
believable commitment to them in .the
future. All we can is thank you very
much for wht they've done for freedom.

Foreign Policy Developments

Q. Mr President, you mention that
you spoke to some Virginia Republicans
the weekend before last and at that
time you said that in 1976 we will have
some excellent results in foreign policy.
After the past few weeks we can all
use a little bit nof news. Could you

" tell us just what do you expect int ’76?

A. Yes, T think between now and the

end of 1976 we're going to make prog- -

ress in the negotiations for a SALT 1I

- agreement. It hasn’t been finalized, but

the atmosphere is good.

There’s going to be some hard nego-
tiating, but I will approach that
important meeting with Mr. Brezhnev
aimed at achieving results. And I think
his attitude will reflect the same.

I think you're going to find a greater
solidarity in our — Europe. I'm going
to Europe the latter part of this month
to strengthen that solidarity and to work
on a’ more unified position in solving
-our joint economic problems, in trying
to solve the enerby problems that are
serious for all of us.

It’s my judgment that we can move
ahead even in the Pacific. We’ll have to
—not reassess but assess how we can
proceed. But it’'s my aim to tie more
closely together South Korea and the
United States, to reaffirm our commit-
ments to Taiwan, to work more closely
with Indonesia, with the Philippines and

with other Pacific nations.-

o

These are the kind of, I beliéve, for-"
ward movements in.foreign' policy tHatlll -

be beneéficial in the maintenance “of
peace. ;

Foreign Commitments ..

Q. Mr. President, is your job going
to be complicated by what happened
in Southeast Asia. You've gone out of
your way in the past week or two to
say that the United States will honor
its foreign commitments. What sort of
private feedback are you getting from
foreign capitals? Is there a lack of con-
fidence or'a loss of confidence in: the
United States? :

A. We do get recation from foreign
governments wondering what our posi-
tion will be, asking where we will go
and what our policy will be.

. We have indicated to our friends that -
we will maintain our commitments, We -
understand the perception that some -
countries may have as a result of the _
setback in South Vietnam, but that per-

ception is not a reality because the

United States is strong militarily, the

United States is strong economically, ~
despite our current problems, and we,
are going to maintain our leadership

on a worldwide basis and we want our

friends to know that we wil] stand by
them and we want any potential ad-

versaries to know that we will stand

up to them.

Rockefeller Commission

Q. Mr. President, there’'ve been per-
sistent reports here in Washington that
the Rockefeller Commission is looking
into reports that somehow or the other’
discussion of the assassination of Fidel
Castro may have somehow triggered the
assassination of John Kennedy Can you
tell us, is there any connection between
those two events?

A. I cannot give you the inside in-
formation on the Rockefeller Commis-
sion because I established it for the
purpose of investigating the C.I.A. and
making any recommendations concern-
ing it. ‘

It's my understanding that they are
taking a very broad look. Until I get
their report, I think it would be pre-
mature. for me to make any comment
as to precisely where they are going
with their investigation.

Now, as" a former member of the
Warren Commission, a commission that
I think did a good job—we found as a
Warren Commission, no connection, of
anything between Cuba and the United
States. We found no evidence of a
conspiracy, foreign or domestic,

G.0.P. Accomplishments

Q. Mr. President. After eight years
of a Republican in the White House,
there probably will be lot of people who
next year will say it’s time for a change.
Now, what accomplishments can you -
cite to rebut the argument: that there
should be such a change?

A. Well, I don’t think there ought to

“be a change. I strongly believe that a

continuation of the basic policies of the :
last eight years will be good for Amer- .
ica, and let me take a minute or two
to talk about foreign policy.

A Republican Administration .ended
the war in iVetnam. They withdrew
550,000 American military personnel.
They brought back all of the P.O.W.’s,

The United States, under a Republi-

can Administration, took the first mean-
ingful steps in trying to control nuclear
ars—and I think we're going to have
continued success in that area.

In the domestic area we have gone
through a difficult time, but when you
look at the over-all—a period of eight
years—I think domestically there will
be far more pluses than minuses, and
therefore it’s my judgment that the
American people, if we sell the program
properly, we will have an excellent
opportunity of prevailing in November
of 1976.

Q.  You tell us among other things
the economic issue, I assume that what
you're saying is, but what if the econ-
omy is at a low ebb next year—if un-
employment is about what it is now? ‘
Can you win?

A. T don’t think the economic con-
ditions in 1976 will be comparable to
those today. I think we're at the end
of the recession. I believe that we can
economically in the third and fourth

* quarters of 1975 and they ought to

Improve in 1976. Therefore, in my
judgment we will be looking in the
future toward better times at home
and a good foreign policy abroad.



Indochina Evacuation

Q. Mr. President, Events in Indoch§a
outran tehe deliberative process of the
Congress and you wern’t given the
clearly defined authority to U, S. forces
to evacuate there because of Cambodia

and Vietnam. And my question goes to

the matter of whether it was a personal
dilemma for you as Commander in
Chief to use the U. S. forces without
the expressed concurrence of the Con-
gress.

both in the evacuation from Phenom
Penh and Cambodia and in Saigon was
to bring all Americans out of both
“locations.

Now in the process ita did appear to
be wise, particularly in Saigon, to take
out a number of South Vietnamese. We
did that because, number one, we felt
that a number of the South Vietna«
mese had been very loyal to the United
States and deserved an opportunity to
live in freedom, and secondly, the pos-
sibility existed if we had not brought
out some South Vietnamese that there
could have been an anti-American atti-
tude develop that would have compli-
cated the evacuation of our American
personnel. .

So I felt that what we did could
be fully justified in not only in evacuat-
ing Americans but evacuating some of
the South Vietnamese who wanted to
come to the United States.

Kissinger and Evacuation

Q. Secretary Kissinger said that all
of the Americans who wanted to leave
South Vietnam were evacuated. But
there may be some -reason to believe
not all were evacuated, Some organiza-
‘tions, for example, report at least eight
missionaries captured in the northern
part of South Vietnam. So I'm wonder-
ing if there is some process to check
this sort of thing out, and what could
be done about it. g

A. We certainly made a maximum .

- effort to get every American out. We
" found. in the last week that on a certain
~day they could tell us that there were
a thousand Americans that were ready
" to come uot, and we'd take three or
four hundred out. Then the next day
we would find that a number of other
Americans had come into Saigon and

- wanted to get out.
" S0, we certainly made a tremendous

effort to get all Americans out. I'm sure -

there are some who were left, At this
time, I can't give you the specifics as
to how we will seek to get any Ameri-
can who are still there; but we will do
all we can to achieve that result.

Martin Role Praised

Q. Mr. President, you praised Am-
bassador Graham Martin’s record in
Vietnam and you've also defended the
evacuation of Vietnamese civilians. Yet
there is some evidence that Mr. Martin's
actions made it impossible for some
Vietnamese to escape who were long-
standing employes of the United States
Government. And others were evacuated
on the basis of their ability to . pay.
Have you investigated any of these
charges and do you still believe that
Ambasador Martin’s record is one of
effectiveness? .

A. Because of the ability of Ambas-
sador Martin to handle a tough situation
~—and it was very difficult—we got all
Americans out and we got roughly
120,000 plus South Vietnamese.

T'm' familiar with some individuals
who are critical of the way in which
Ambassador Martin handled it. I never
had much faith in Monday morning
quarterbacks, or grandstand quarter-
backs. I would rather put faith in the
man who carried out a very successful

A. Our prime objective, of course,

evacuation of Americans and a tremen-
dous number of South Vietnamese.,

And rather than be critical of some-
body who I think did a good job, I think
we ought to praise him. And if some of
these people want to in hindsight, who
didn't have the responsibility, criticize
him, I think we’ll accept it for what it's
worth.

Q. Mr. President, there have been .-

some references tonight to the economic
situation. The over-all unemployment
rate is 9 per cent, but among black teen-
agers and young black males and some
other mirfority groups it is three times
that. What plans do you have to cope
with the social consequences of that
kind of unemployment?

A. We are concerned about the unem-
ployment of the youth particularly, and
the highest percentage, of course, of
unemployment falls in the black youth
group. I submitted to the Congress
about a month ago a request for $450-
million as I recollect, to fund a young
people’s employment ‘program for this
coming summer.

Now, unfortunately, the Congress
hasn’t approved that funding and the
steps that have been taken I think will

N

hamper the possibility of getting- that .

funding to meet this problem, and
they've added about $3-billion over and
above, extra funding that I don’t think
can be justified. If the Congress would
approve the request that I made for
roughly $450-million, we would be in a
position right now to do something
about the problem that you raised.

Q. Mr. President, the record of recent
years is that that kind of summer job
and that kind of things has not pre-
vented what really is a chronic long-
term problem of 30 per cent unemploy-
ment among young minority groups.
What I’ really asking is this, A great
many economists think that instead of
coming out of this recession dramatical-
ly, we're just going to have a long
period of stagflation where we don’t
have a really serious situation but we
don’t have things very well indeed,
and this kind of- chronic unemployment
among minority groups just persists.
And what I'm trying to find out is
other than summer jobs and that kind
of thing, do you think this is really a
serious problem that the United States
ought to address and try to do some-
thing about, and if you do, wht are
your plans for it?

A. Yes I think it is a serious.problem,
but the most important problem is to
meet the present difficulty which begins
with the end of the school year, and
that’s why I think Congress ought to
act quickly on the request that I made
for summer employment. Now in the
long run' the best way to get the young
people properly employed in our econ.
omy is to have a healthyeconomy, not
a government-dominated economy. I
think we're in the process of coming
out of the recession. I'm optimistic in
the future and when we, in the third
and fourth quarters of this year, have
the success’that I think we’re going to
have, some: of the problems will be
answered that you have raised.

Mr. J ones.

Cambodian Executions

Q. You apparently had some intel];-
gence report about a blood bath in
Cambodia. I'm wondering if you can
bring us up to date on anything in this
area, in Cambodia, and whether or not
there is any report of a blood bath in
South Vietnam. -

A. We do have some intelligence re-
ports to the effect that in Cambodia
some 80 or 90 former Cambodian offi-

.cials were executed, and in addition,

their wives were executed. This is very
hard intelligence,” yet, I think, very
factual evidence of the blood bath that
has taken place, or is in the process
of taking place in Cambodia,

Now, turn to Vietnam. As you know,
there is a very tight censorship in South
Vietnam. The news that gets out is
pretty heavily controlled by the South—
by the North Vietnamese and by the
Vietcong. So we really don’t have the
same kind of hard evidence there that
we have had in Cambodia in the in-
stance that I've indicated.

But I think probably the best evi-
dence of the probability is that 120,000-
plus South Vietnamese fled; because
they knew that the probability existed
that if they stayed their life would be
in jeopardy. That's the best evidence
of what probably will take place.

Q. I'd like to follow up on that. You
say you don’t have any hard evidence.
Do you have any report—any intelli-
gence reports that indicate that the—

A. Not at the moment, we do not.

Q. Mr. President, may I ask you some-
thing, sir. Simply a matter of style, and
nothing of substance. Reading Mr. Her-
sey who spent a week with you, and
reading others, you seem to be a Kkind

of a peaceful, quiet man, A placid man.
Do you ever get mad at people? Do you
ever chew people out? Do you yell?
Do you fire people? Do you kick people
around? . ¥
A.. I have learned to control. my

temper. I get very upset internally but
I've learned that that’s not the best way
)to solve a problem. I do have occa-
sional outbursts on the golf course, but
in dealing with people I've found that
the best way to meet a personnel prob-
lem or to handle serious matter where
a decision-has to be made, if you can
keep cool, you can make a better de-
cision, and I've learned that over a -
long period of time.

Q. Mr. President, if I may follow up,
sir, you were described as very angry
about these rumors that you were going
through a political charade and secretly
not going to run——a story in a news
magazine a week or so ago. .I'mean,
how did you express yourself, you’
know,— '

A. T didn’t shout, I didn’t raise the
devil with anybody. I simply'indicated'
to my staff that the stories were totally
untrue, which they are, and that no
such meeting took place where such a
policy was outlined by me. I found the
best way to, handle the matter is to be
very firm, very calm, but ‘very forth-
right, dealing not only with my staff
but with others." 1 think ‘they under-
stand what I mean by the way I say
it, but you don’t have to shout to do it.

Banning of Handguns

Q. Mr. President, Attorney General '
Levi has proposed the banning of hand- .
guns in high crime areas and-the Justice
Department says that the White House .
cleared that position, before he made
it clear. Does that represent an exten-
tion of your proposal that the Saturday'
night specials only be—— - :

A. Well, it’s my understanding that:
the Attorney General, when he made
that speech, indicated that this was an -
alternative way of meeting the problem
created by Saturday night specials. It "
is my understanding that he did not’
recommend this as the way to handle
the problem. ‘ ;

I think it’s a unique approach and it.

is being discussed with the Department

of Justice within our domestic council.
But there is no firm decision on whether-.
that approach or any:other approach -
is the right way to meet the problem.
Q. Mr. President, do you expect ef-
fective gun control legislation to be
passed, and are- you going to get
behind . .. - ‘ .
A. T am not going to recommend the
registration of gun owners. And I am
not going to recommend the registration _
of guns. Now—handguns, I should say. ‘
If we can find some responsible way
to do it other than that approach, we

certainly will consider them. . . ,



Mortgage Rates Shifting

Q. A number of Americans it is said,
lower and middle-class, are being priced

out of the housing market.-And now -

there’s new evidence that mortgage

rates may be turning around; indeed

the F.H.A. has increased its rate by .

half. a. percentage. .Can you tell the
American people tonight that makers «f
houses, potential buyers of housgs —_
can you give them any assurance that

in the next month, in the next year or .

two, more housing will be available at
relatively moderate prices and that in-
terest rates will stay down?

A. The most encouraging develop-
ment in the housing -area is the fact
that theinflow of deposits in the sav-
ings and loans has gone up very sub-

stantially. My recollection that in the .

last reported month about $4-billion
dollars in deposits flowed into savings
and loan. And that over the last three
months, it has been a very favorable
inflow into the S. and L.

This means, of course, that there is
money available for home, buyers. And
it’s my judgment that once we start
the upturn from the present recession,
that the consumer interest in buying
homes will increase significantly and
with the money available in the S.&L.
I think the prospects for an upturn in
the housing industry are very en-
couraging. :

Q. Do you then approve the F.H.A.
increase? .

A. I approve the increase because if
you're going. to have F.H.A, handling of
mortgages; if you're going to have the
Government guarantees, they must be
competitive with other interest rates.
And I happen to think that an F.HA.
loan, or a VaA. loan, either are very
good. And we want those ‘competitive
with the regular conventional interest
rates. ’

And therefore, to make them competi-
tive, T agreed with the decision.

Q. Thank you very, very much.

.



