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STANLEY HATHAWAY
He's confident

It's Official
--Ford Picks
‘Hathaway

By Dale Champion

President Ford announced
Stanley K. Hathaway, for-
mer Republican governor of
Wyoming, yesterday ashis
choice for secretary of inte-
rior,

If confirmed by the Sen-
ate, he will succeed Rogers
C. B. Morton, who has been
nominated as secretary of
commerce. :

Hathaway, who served as

governor from 1967 to last |

January, faces opposition
from conservationists, who
have charged that he has a
“dismal envirommental
record.”

Sevral neyational organiza
tions including the Sierra
Club amd Friends of the
Earth, both based in San
Francisco, vowed to fight

against Senate- confirmation |

of Hathway.

“From Hathaway’s envi--

ronmental . record, it looks

like the president has picked i
a man who is committted to

pushing energy development
at all costs, regardiess of
the environmenta! conse-

quences,” sajd Michael |
McCloskey, executive direc. '
tor of the 140,000 - member ]

Sierra Club.

Tom Garrett, conservatjon
director of Friemds of the
Earth, ~which has 23009
members in the United
States, characterized the

nomination of Hathaway as

“a misguided aftempt by
Mr. Ford to assuage the
right wing of the Republican
Party.’” :
McCloskey and David
Brower, president of

Friends  of the Earth, fore- .

cast -a: Senate confirmation
batfle comparable fo that of
1969 over installing’ Walfer
J. Hickel, governor of Alas-
ka, as interior secretary.,
Hickel won confirmation,
bot only affer a series of bit-
ter Senate hearings.
Hataway and Ford were
atteodiog a luocheon here
with govermors of Western
stafes in the Borgia Room of
the St. Francis Hotel when
Whife House press aides dis-
tributed releasez announcing
the interior post nomination,

Hathaway said he was
confident he would be con-

firmed as secretary of the '

interior,

“Some in the °
emvironmental field think
#’s wrong to develo) our re-
sources,” he said.

White House Press Secre-
tary Ron Nessen put up a
spirited  defense of WM.
Ford’s nomination of Hatha-
way.,

“The President,” Nessen
told newsmen. **believes for-
mer Governor Hathaway
sompiled a distinguished
record (in environmental af-
fairs) in the state of Wyo-
ming.” .

Hathaway has drawn fire
from conservation groups
because of his strong stand
in favor of strip minjng for
coal — currently a highly
controversial issue national- -
ly and especially in Rocky
Mountain. states, which have
enormous untouched coal
deposits, , «

He also has been criticized
for advocating the expansion
of an -airport in Grand Te-
tons National Park for large
., fet aircraft, as well as for
his ‘opposition to wilderness

areas and wildlife protec:
tion. -




