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The Agricultural - Depart-
ment is drawing mixed re-
views on a plan to send a
song-and-prayer tent show
acro$s the land to convince
Americans that food E.Homm
arefr’t all that bad.

The proposal was submit-
. ted 'to Agriculture Secretary
Earl L. Butz by an aide who
urged the show be put on
the road quickly to counter’

what he called “the dis-
torted view” consumers are
getting. )
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:W% m?:_m M. Emnngqm (D-Hawaii) said the Depart-
ment of >m2n:_=:.m ‘has “lost touch with reality. They’ll

syo:mm.ﬁ the: tent; show idea

- “almost - ?ooavumsgﬂgoz

and that mere effort should

" be spent; on helping farmers

and reducing  middleman

- food profits.

“Instead - of ‘Dr. Butz’s
Traveling Medicine Show’
H.oEum S:.oﬁm: gm country<

be a laughingstock.* >

“side peddling verbal mas-

sage oil to the public, farm-
ers and ranchers would like
some kind of explanation as

“to why the department sits

on its hands while they have

to sell their calves for less
than half the cost of produc-

tion,” McGovern said.
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Rep. mwmuw M. Matsunaga
(D-Hawaii) said the depart-
ment “has lost touch with
reality. They’'ll be a laugh-
-ing stock.”

A draft of the tent show
planr showed its objectives
included:

® “Communicate to citi-
zens in major metro mar-
kets the facts about today’s

food situation, why food isa

bigger bargain here than
anywhere in the world.

® “To give citizens an op-
portunity to ask questions
and voice complaints, thus
giving useful feedback to
USDA.

® “To instill in the publie
a greater confidence in the
department, to s strengthen
the department’s credibil-
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Steven Laine, a consultant

to Butz and recently desig-’

nated as USDA _chief of
public relations. His memo

said the project should be
launched within 30 days be-

cause “timing is essential to

establish a better image for
the department.”

Laine’s memo said an
“audio-visual” display would
tell about the country’s food
and farm history from the
first Thanksgiving of the pil-

grims to this fall’s harvest.

“For maximum emotional
impact, all audio will be mu-
sical rather than verbal,
ranging from a hymn’ Om
thanksgiving as the pilgrims
bow heads over their first
harvest to ‘America The
Beautiful’ as the best of this
year’s crop stands for har-
vest,” the memo said.

The meetings will be held
in a large circus-type tent
set up in theater style, the
memo said.




