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Salinas Lettuce Grower Demes

FChronicle
ﬁackmg Polltrcal Burglar

A widely-known Salinas “let-

tuce - grower denied yesterday

“backing” political burglar Jerry

Ducote in a futile attempt to

smear farm labor leader Cesar
Chavez in the late 1960s.

“I'" have never backed Mr.
Ducote ‘on anything,” insisted
Stephen D’Arrigo Jr., secretary-
treasurer of D’Arrigo Brothers

farm in Salinas, who was testify-

ing at Ducote’s preliminary hear-
ing in San Jose Municipal Court.

But D’arrigo, a nervous, often ’

vague and forgetful witness,
changed his testimony under
cross-examination and admitted
wmbarking . on what he called
‘ventures”
political burglar.

Ducote, 46, charged with 22
felonies involving . political espio-
nage, has claimed that Drarrigo
and two other California growers
hired-him in 196667 to committ 17
burglaries of left-wing organiza-
tions in an attempt to link Chavez
to a Communist faction.

Darrigo would only admit
that he and Ducote flew to
Washington “It might have been
in 1968, I can’t recall exactly.” to
visit former Republican congress-
man Charles S. Gubser of Gilroy.

) “Ducote thought it would be a
good idea to see some influential
people in Washington so he could
explain the real facts of California

with the confessed -

STEPHEN D’ARRIGO
He admitted ‘ventures’

agriculture,” D’arrigo testified.

He also confirmed that the
two met with Gubser and a man
supposed to be a CIA agent.

According to Ducote, the CIA
agent was given stolen documents
taken in three Bay Area burgla-
ries, including burglary of Ram-
parts Magazine. .

D’arrigo also said that in 1969

V;he and Ducote founded a publish-
‘ing firm named after St. Dismas,

the -“so-called good thief” from
the Bible story of the crucifixion
of Christ. .

That flrm, Darrigo  said,

vbubhshed ooe -booR “about Saul
. 'Alinsky.” The book, written by a

San Jose Jesuit priest was based

‘on documents Ducote now admits

stealing from -the Chicago office

of the pohtlcal activist, who died

in 1972.

Until further cross—examina-
tion, D’arrigo admitted that he
had sent Ducote to collect $2000
cash each from Delano grape

 grower Jack Pandol and Bob

Martin, Cel-APak, a
produce shipper. '

Salinas

D’arrigo dodn’t disclose what '

the money was for or why Ducote
collected it for him. .

In earlier testimony, Andy
Gulermovich, a California Insur-
ance Commission agent, admitted
accompany‘mo Ducote: on four
_______ which in-
volved burglaries at the Russian

American Institute, the Student

Non-Violent Coordination Commit:
tee, both in San' Francisco; the
Palo Alto Peace Center and the
United Farm Workers Headquar-
ters in Delano.

Gulermovich testlfled that he,
Ducote and Henry Scherling took
“documents by illegal means” in

the belief the files were for a.

“government agency.”
Ducote, held in jail since his

arrest December 22, won one

victory yesterday. His $100,000

bail was reduced to $20,000. The

hearing will resume- Monday.
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