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| ’Two Views
:On Deaths of

{Utah Sheep

fiutelope Valley, Utah

* Scientists ruled out
atomlc radiation yesterday
4s the cause of death of
rhore than 1400 sheep in
Wtah’s isolated Antelope
Valley which lies 200 miles
from the Atomic Energy
Commission’s Nevada iest
site,
» Investigators Dblamed the
{geaths on alethal weed.
“Based on our samplings,
ht was _definitely Halogeion
foisoning,”’ said Dr. Wayne
Binns of the Utah State Uni-
versit v ’s poisonous plants
Laboratery who analyzed
gamples. Halogeton is anox-
jous weed poisonous to sheep
that grows on westernrange
Fand.
. University of Utah bielc
gist Dr. Robe}t Pendle ‘on
fho went fo the ju
eoveu,d valley Thursday ¢
@onduct tests for radioactivi-
fv. said: “Our tests are en-
tirely negative for radiation.
Pur conclusion at this state
f& that radiation is notimpli-
eated.” AEC specialists on
e scene also said radiation
fkas not to blame.
® But ranchers in the sparse-
ky populated winter range-
fand were not entirely con-
yinced. Over six thousand
s‘leep died inthe area after a
merve gas testin 1968.
- The 1400 sheep in the
resent die-off were pregnant
€wes, in Antelope Vally ‘for
thw inter. United Press'
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