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the Bergen County Prosecutor, .
seek the mdactment_i
ario E. Jascalevm Bl
Jetsey surgeon, |
of murdermg onetar|i
atients witﬁ” curaredt|
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¢ usplclous” deaths of I%Ife :
or more- patients-in 1965. I§.I;1d |
1966 ‘at the small osteopg;hlc,-

which - Dr. Jascalevich . Was .
formerly chief surgeon.

“However, his name ha
emerged
'proceedmgs that began yes

to be well. known in medical
circles in the state.

es reported yesterday
er medical scientists

Ve
had established and confirmed
the presence of the potentially
lethal respiratory depressant in

.[the ‘two bodies ‘on which they

had worked.
None of the medicai scientists

In the case said they '.

is believed to have examined
tissues from the fifth body ex-
humed, that of Carl Rohrbeck.
But tissues from the four other
bodies have been examined by
medical scientists, including Dr.
Beggs, in four states—New
York, New Jersey, California
and Pennsylvama. e

Inquiry Reopeneds %
Two months ago, in reopen-

drug such as curare, 'w
can. paralyze the bu‘ athi
muscles.

Dr. Jascalevich did n
ate on any of the 13

the, persons whose post
tive deaths at the hospital cam
to be viewed as Susplcmus
The original investigation, in
November 1966, was prompted
by fhe dxscovery of 18 yitals
of curare, most of them empty
or nearly so, in Dr.
vich’s locker at River
locker had been delibe ately
opened by Dr, Stanley I Ha
then a 34-year old surge
who suspected Dr. Jascaleylch

died—often followmg
tory arrests—had been
ed on by Dr. Harris.

@,mst whom Mz € ahs-
; ation was officially
“du‘ected " The surgeon denied:
any wrongdoing during that!

en inves-

966 by Guy
then the Berge-n
or. But Mr. Ca-
a_Superior
sopped ‘his inves-
{o weeks w1th-

der in
an extemsive inquiry into the
deaths by The Times.

The Prosecutor was also in-
formed last January by Dr.
Michael M. Baden, a leading
forenmc patlgtglogxst :
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Dr. Mario:E.IJascalevich, left, with his attorney James
E. Anderson; outside his office in West New York, N.J.

- ofithe tésty resulisfon the ex-
- bodjes, Sayidgithat. ex-
perts ‘sometitnes -err. If curare
cansed any of the 13 deaths,
he said, “anyone. could,have
done it” because “the".doctor
was not the only. ondnwith
~access to curare” in the hospi-
tal stock.. S B o 1 S

and - September 28, 1966, Dr.
- X bought 24 10-cubic-centime-
ter vials of curare from &fsurgi-
~ cal supply company agross the
street from his office. AS little

of the standard solutigm of cur-
are can, unless artificial respir-

gt'lor}xl is administeredss cause
eath. ]

has definitely bee
medical scientists are

those of Frank Biggs and Mar-
garet Henderson. . =
Mr. Biggs was' & 59-year-old

accountant who underwent sur-
1966, for

gery in late Augt
a duodenal ul‘ce'rg.g h obstruc-
tion, His recovery §eemed unev-
entful until the night of Aug.
28, 1966. At 8 P.M, a hurse
noted on the hospital chart
that evening care was given
and that the patient had no
pains and- “very good color.”
At 910 P.M. Mr. Biggs was
found cyanotic (blue) and was
having difficulty breathing. Dr.
Jorge Ortega, an interne, and
Dr. Jascalevich' responded to
a call for help from the nurse.
A respiratory stimulant was
given, and Mr. Biggs's heart

he was pronounced dead at

T AR

inqniry and said he was using
curare in research at right on
“dying dogs™ in the animal
quarters at Seten Hall Medical
School in Jersey City. The Me-
dical School'lafer was moved
to Newark and is now the
New Jersey C%Uege of Medicine
and Dentistry:™

As far as is knonn, Dr. Jas-
calevich’s dceéiint of his al-
leged research::at Seton Hall
in" 1965 and; 1966 has never
been corrohotated. And em-
ployes of the <animal quarters
have sworn that: no one could
have carried .gut experiments
there in the fanner described
by Dr. Jascalevich:

From 1962:dix:1966 Dr, Jas-
calevich v% an unsalaried
part-time lec l)er in the anato-
my departrtfiCat ‘Seton Hall
Medical Schopboiq hordsicrit

He is now a clinical assistant
professor of surgery at the New
Jersey College of medicine and

9:30 P.M. :
Dentistry — again unsalaried| An autopsy reve
and part-time. tomic cause of death. Although
The surgeon performs opera-|Mr. Biggs’s heart was found
tions at Christ Hospital in Jer-|to be entirely normal, his death
sey City and, apparently on|Wwas ascribed to an excessively
rare occasions, at the Jersey|rapid heart beat .caused by a
City Medical Center in Jersey|large amount of urine in the
City and at North Hudson Hos-|bladder.
pital in Weehawken. His office,
formerly his residence as well, woman, was admitted to River-
is at 435 B0th Street, West|dell at 5:05 AM, on April 22
New York. ‘ comp{aining of severe abdomin-
Client ‘Distressed’ %1 pain. She was. operated on
Mr. Anderson said today that L%’Vin;stlc;ir? gl I\? i;!zti;er';
his news conference, at_thelihe aqvice of Dr. Jas lgv'gli
Sheraton Motor Lodge in Has- s reascalevich,
1 ! L o2l who called for consultation and
brook Heights had been his i
idea” that his client had been who wanted additional x-rays
' ' , taken. The surgeons “found

aware of it.
He said that news accounts eventful
on’s postopera-

of Mr. Woodcock’s
hroughout that day

tion had . greatly

his client and that
tor's name were published, his
client might “be obliged to go|after a
into seclusion.” night” she was found to be

The lawyer cautioned against||
any. "prem@u;g"’l;;nbe.-rpre(;ation '

Between September 21,:1965,| |

as five to six cubic cefitimeters|

on March 21, 1966, and Emma ||
" Arzt, who was 70 when she
~ died on Sept. 23, 2966.

2 Other Bodies

was massaged externally, but|

éérled no ana-|

Mrs. Henderson, a 26-year-old|’

ntly uneventful,.but|
“fairly comfortable||

— |«tense and apprehensive” at

6:30 A.M. on April 23. At 7:30
AM. she was, given a bath.
Half.an houy Jater, according
to the hospital chart, Mrg, Hen-
derson complained of “an’ inabi-
lity to swallow and of pain
in her legs and chest, and Dr,
Jascalevich started an intravgde
ous:feeding of glucose and Wwa-
ter. Whether this was setup
before or after the patient’s
complaints is unclear. P
" Some time during the next
.| 45 minutes Mrs. Henderson was
|visited by another doctor, and
Dr. Livingston, her own physi-
cian, was called. At 8:45 A.M;,
the chart noted, she was pro-
nounced dead.’ FE
An autopsy attributed Mrs.
Henderson’s death to ac_utefhe:
patic _ necrosis—hepatitis. DT
Jascalevich is his later testimo-
ny.concurred with that finding
when “asked about her death.
But Dr. Edwin Frieman cand
Dr. Harrig both argued in their
testimony that the autopsy con-
clusion was wrong.
With a necrotic liver, Mrs.
Henderson would have been
jaundiced, Dr. Frieman testi-
fied, “Why the sudden demise
within a half-hour?” he: said.
“Shedidn’t develop the necro-
tic liver overnight, and I felt
this was not a liver death.”
_Dr. D. E. Brown, the patholo-
gist who did the microscopic
examination for the autopsy,
stated in his separate report|-
that he had iv found nothing
in Mrs. Henderson’s ler or other
rorgang “which is clearly indica-
itive of the cause®of death.”
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