Grand J izry Starts Takihg |
TestimonyinCaseof Dr. X

NYTimes'

HACKENSACK, N. J., March
15-£A Bergen County grand
jury began -taking testimony
here today in the case of Dr.
X, a New Jersey surgeon who
is suspected of. having mur-
dered ‘nine or ‘mare patients
with curare at Riverdell Hospi-
tal in Oradell a decade ago.

At the same time, law en-
forcement sources said that
curare, a potentially lethal drug
that can paralyze breathing
muscles; has been found in
the second of five bodies ex-
humed in the new investigation
of the case by Joseph C. Wood-
cock Jr,, the Bergen County
,Prosecutor,
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The New York Times reported
last week that curare had been

found in the tissues of the
first body disinterred—that of
Nancy Savino. The Savino child

Her death was never explained
medically.

‘miedical scientists was that of

ars old‘vvhen she dledj
3 and unexpectedly at
the hospltal on March 2L, <1966.
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The second body in which
the presence of curare has been
established and confirmed by

Emma M. Arzt, a former West-
wood librarian, who died at
Riverdell a day after her gall
bladder was removed. on Sept.
22, 1966.

Mrs. Arzt, who was 70 years

old, suffered a respiratory ar-|

rest shortly before her death,

which was initially attributed|
to acute circulatory failure due
to a heart attack. A cardiogram|

taken five hours before she
died showed no problems with
her heart.

Mrs. Arzt’s death was one|

of 13 “unexplained or unusual”
deaths reviewed

County Prosecutor. For reasons
that are still unclear; Mr, Calis-
31§ investigationiwas dropped
"thout a
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in 1966 by|
'Guy W, Calissi, then the Bergen
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tion, 18 vials of curare, most
of them empty or nearly so,
were found in Dr. X’s locker
at Riverdell after it was opened
by Dr. Stanley Harris, another
surgeon at the hospital, who
suspected Dr. X of ‘‘performing
these deaths.” Many of the
13 persons had been patients
of Dr. Harris; none were oper-
ated on by Dr. X.

Dr. Harris, sources said, was
one of at least two witnesses
who testified today before the
grand jury, which is expected
to sit for as much as a month.
Essentially there are two kinds
of grand juries—investigative
grand juries and grand juries
from which an indictment is
sought by a prosecutor. It could
not be learmed yesterday which
type of grand jury this was.

Dr, Harris, sources said, was
one of at least two witnesses
who testified today before the
grand jury, which is expected
to sit for as much as a month.

Dr. Harris could not be
reached today for comment.

Another witness, according
to sources, was Dr. Michael
M. Baden, deputy chief medical
examiner of New York City.
Dr. Baden is leading one of
two teams of medical scientists
in four states-—York, New Jer-
sey, Pennsyvlania and Califor-

nia—who are studying. the ex-
humed bodies for evidence of
curare.

Dr, Baden would nenther eon-
firm nor deny .today that he
had appeared before.the grand

jury here. :
At the outset of Mr. Wood- | P
cock’s investigation two

months ago—an investigation
prompoted by an extensive in-
quiry by The Times into the
suspicious deaths—Dr, Baden
advised Mr. Woodcock that at
least nine of the 13 deaths
were ‘“not explainable by natur-
al disease processes or the stat-
ed causes of death” and were
consistent with death by a drug
such as curare. At that stage
the exhumations were ordered.

Dr. X, who ‘has been inter-|
viewed by Mr. Woodcock twice
in the last five weeks, has
denied any wrongdoing in the
Riverdell matter. .

He testified before Mr. Calissi
in 1966 that he had been using
curare in experiments with
“‘dying dogs” at a medical
school in New Jersey, . about
20 miles from the small osteo-
pathic hospital in Oradell. But
his account of his research on
dogs—he himself said that no
one had ever seen him do the
actual experiments—has never
been corroborated. And em-
ployees of the medical school’s
animal quarters, where Dr, X

"Sept.

‘said he had conducted the re-
search at night, have sworn

{ that theynever saw any “dying

dogs” on which the surgeon
could have worked.

Between Sept. 21, 1965, and
28, 1966-——rougvhly the
period in which the “unusual
or unexplained” deaths oc-
curred—Dr. X bought 24 10-cu-
Pic -centimeter vials of curare
rom a surgical supply compa-
y in' northern New Jersey.
gs little as five to six cubic
centimeters of the standard so-
lution of curare can cause
death in the absence of artifi-
cial respiration.

Dr. Harris testified in 1966
that his suspicions about Dr.
X were aroused, in part, be-

cause Dr. X had f:equently'

ministered to Dr, Harris's pa-
tients before they died or had
been present in the hospital
when deathoccurred, even at
what some doctors said were
odd hours for Dr. X.

‘In the case of Mrs. Arzt,
the hospital chartshows that
dr, x made an attempt to revive
her breathing after she had
a respiratory arrest. the chart
does not indicate that he was
in the patient’s room prior to
that time:

Fatty Tumor Remove

In addition to removing her
diseased gall bladder on Sept.

22, 1966, Dr. Harris extracted|

a hpoma or fatty tumor, from
Mrs. Arzt’s head. The oparatlon
was described by Riverdel] doc-
tors in 1966 as “unveventful”
and “uncomplicated.’

According to the hospital
chart, Mrs. Arzt had a fairly
camfortable night and the next

morning she was given a bath.|

As -in all the 13 cases, an
intravenous feeding tube was
in operation.

About 8 AM. on Sept. 23,
thé patient had a ‘“red dis-
charge” around the dressing

' Woodcock, is also being inves-

from her operation, and the|"
dressing Wwas reinforced. Notj.
long therea.fter Mrs. Arzt be-
came - f‘cyanotic [blue] and

‘| ceased - breathing,” the chart|.

states. Apparently responding
to an emergency call for help.
Dr. X gave Mrs. Arzt artificial
respiration and a heart mas-
sage.

Mrs. Arzt was then hooked
up to a perform the breathing;
function for new machine that
would and she subsequently
recovered the ability to breath
herself, Dr. Harris and another
doctor treated her intermittent-
Iy At 2 P.M., however, she
began perspiring heavily and
stopped breathing. Ten minutes
later she was pronounced dead.

The cardiogram, which was
negative, was done on Mrs.
Arzt after her first respitatory
arrest.

Dr. X,
‘under

in addition to being
investigation by. Mr.

tigated by the New Jersey State
Board of Medical Examiners,
which licenses physicians. The
surgeon, who mresigned from|
Riverdel] shortly after the first
investigation of the case, still
teaches and operates in New
Jersey.
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