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Joseph C. Woodcock Jr., the
Bergen County Prosecuter, said|
yesterday - that he would "ask]|,
New-Jersey medical officials to
consider suspending the license’,
iof D¥: X, pending the outcomer
of Mri'Wdodcock’s renewed dn=
quiry- into suspicious deaths at}
Riverdell Hospital in 1966, |

The original investigation®in-|
to 13 deaths.over a"10-ménth
period at the osteopathic hos|
pital in Oradell, N. J., was “di-}
rected” against Dr. X,” wWhose|
‘Iname is being withheld; “after
|18 vials of curare, a potéittially
lethal respiratory depressant,
had been found in his locker:at
Riverdell. But that investiga-
tion, in late 1966, was dropped;
after two weeks. ‘

Mr. Woodcock has declined
to identify anyone as a‘t;agrg‘et‘
of the investigation he recently
ireopened. But he said in an,in-|
terview yesterday that herhad a|
“responsibility to ‘the public”
lto ask New Jersey medical’au-
thorities' to determine whej:hg:r
:Dr. X’s license should be sus-
pended temporarily. e
| ‘Public Confidence’

“Pm not prejudging Dr. X,

pinned to any courthouse door.
But it’s important that public
cortfidence in the physicians in
New Jersey isn’t shaken while

Dr. X, a surgeon, still prac-
tices in New Jexfsey and is as- i
sociated with ‘at least two|:

has not been charged with any
Continued on Page 45, Column 6/
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the Prosecutor said, “and -I'm| :
not asking that his name -be ol

our investigation goes forward; "

medical institutions., His name :
is being withheld becau8e he|:

Jlocker. Most of the 18 vials

1

{York City, has advised Mr.
{Woodcock that nine of the 13
{deaths that figured in the origi-
inal investigation in 1966 were|

- |Riverdell, deliberately opened

Continued From Page 1, Col, 4

crime. The surgeon, who dur.
ing the 1966 investigation de-
nied ‘any wrongdoing has de-
clined to be interviewed. The
1966 investigation was con-
ducted by Guy W. Calissi, then
the Bergen County Prosecutor.

Dr. X’s lawyer, who asked
not to be identified, reiterated
yesterday that his client was
“totally innocent.”
. “If this man had done even
a moral wrong I'd be among

the history of jurisprudence,”
the lawyer said. “He’s a gentle,
nice retiring guy to whom this
whole thing has been a horror.
And he is incapable of being

damn fine physician.”
Officials of the New Jersey
Board of Medical Examiners,
which license physicians, could
not be reached yesterday for
comment on Mr. Woodcock's
request regarding Dr. X’s li-
cense. However a spokesman
for the State Attorney General’s
office said the board had the
power to suspend a doctor's
license “if there is an imme-
diate threat to public health.”

Examiner Comments

. The bodies of five patients
who died at Riverdell in 1966
will be exhumed starting this
week, to determine whether
they died of ‘the causes initially
cited and whether their tissues

depressant found in Dr. X's

of the drug,. which is some-
times used to relax muscles
during surgery, were empty or
nearly so. :
Dr. Michael Baden, deputy
chief medical examiner of New

“not explainable by natural
disease processes” and were
“consistent with .death by a
respiratory depressant such as
curare.” -

‘The original investigation
was touched off after Dr. Stan-
ley. Harris, another surgeon at|

Dr. X’s locker on Oct. 31, 1966. |

the most surprised lawyers in|

ancthing other- than just afl-

contain curare, the respiratory|.

Dr. Harris later testified that!
he had -come ‘to suspect that|
Dr. X was Kkilling patients of
other surgeons at the hospital,
perhaps in an effort to dis-
credit his colleagues. 5

Dr. X, ‘however, told the
Prosecutor in 1966 that he wag
using curare in experiments on
“dying - dogs” at a medical
school in'New Jersey, and that|
he was saving the émpty vials
as part of his research. :

Disclosure Lacking

Dr. X also maintained then
that someone had disarrayed
his locker, removing certain
items and placing into the
lo ckertwo empty cartons of
curare that were not his. He
suggested that some of the
curare vials might also not
have belonged to him.

The investigation in 1966

-are still not clear and are un-

licly or. to state officials con-
cerned with the operation of
hospitals in New Jersey.

Information was gathered
from the State Board of Medi-
cal Examiners about Dr. X’s
background, but the board was
apparently not told, in 1966,
the nature of the investigation
involving Dr. X.

According to spokesman for

office, a physician’s license can
be suspended for conduct that
constitutes “malpractice or ne-
glect or endangers the health

dell “are 10 years old” and the|"

state licensing Board might be
reluctant—on the basis of
those events alone—to con-
sider eve na brief suspension.
_“This particular case,” he

said, “is really up in the air.”|:
Mr. Woodcock said that to| -

help the board reach a deci-
sion he would allow it to ex-
amine the file on the 1966
investigation.

In another interview yester-
day-—on WNBC-TVs “Sunday”

program—Mr, Woodcok said he| -

had spoken to Dr. X’'s lawyer
and expected to take a state-

ment from Dr. X “in the com-| -

ing weeks.”
“He’ll be available for ques-
tioning,” the Prosecutor said.

was ended-for reasons that/:

der review by Mr. Woodcock—|.
'without being disclosed pub-|

the - State Attorney General’s

or safety of a person—it en-|
compasses quite a lot.” But he|!
noted that the events at River- ¢




