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7 Daaths in
YA Hospital

By Joel D. We'smen

Special to The Washingioa Post

CHICAGO, Aug. 17—A<m’s
sion of all but erergency ne
tients to the Ann Arber,
Mich., Veterans Administre
tion Hospital hes been halted
after a sudden ‘nerease in the:
number of resniratory arrests
which may have causad seven
deaths. i

The FBI and a team of VA

investigators from Weshington .

are probing the increase.!
which is “more than double
the normal amount.” accord ‘
ing to Dr. Arnold Mouish, ~d- |
ministrator of the Va hospxtali
in Ann Arbor. .

In most of th-se cases, »c-|
cording to medical and FBI,
sources, patients were takine
either food or medication in-
travenously.

Hosnrital officia’s confirmed
there have been 4 regniratory
arrests since Julv 28 and
seven deaths, hut ‘deciined to,
list the caus~ of daath nending
investigation.” The Yrsilanti
Press reported an eighth!
death, involving a wnatient ad-
mitted for treatment of alco-
holism. It also said that some
of the other deaths involved
patients with cancer and se-
vere kidnev ailments.

(Mouish- said the seven pa-
tients whn died hod “all been
ertremely ill .. . thes= deaths
ware not nnexn~ntad.”’ the As
g~eiated Mmneg tanartad)

[The FBI and VA investiga-
tors were looking into the
possibility that the respiratory
difficulties might have been
the result of a drug used to

supvress breathing, AP re-

ported.

[Hospital officials said they
are checking whether any
drugs are missing from the
facility’s intensive care unit
or pharmacy. They stressed,
however, that they “do not
have confirmation . . . no posi-
tive proof” that drugs have
been taken, AP said.]

|

Mouish said the :nvesuga-
tion “is not necessarily center-
ing on a human being or hu-
man cause.” H~ sa‘d the hospi
tal is checking to make sure
medication was not tainted byi
manufacturers and equipment
was not defective. “We’re look
ing at everything,” he added.

However, sources say fed-
eral investigators have already
Tuled out defects in equip-
ment and tainted fluids.

Mouish summoned the FBI
Friday after several staff doc-
tors became alarmed by the
rise in respiratory arrests.
One doctor, who asked not to
be identified, said he believed
“something was clearly unnat-|:
ural when I was involved in
treating three arrests in the
same immediate area of the
hospital within 20 minutes.”

Mouish said he did not seek
outside help at first because
“the overall death rate of 12
to 30 pattents a month at the
hospital remained about the
same during this series of ar-
rest incidences.”

Mouish said the hospital
“has not been closed by our
problem. We're just not admit-
ting new patlents except for
emergencies, until we com-
plete the investigation.”

The hospital now has 285 pa-
tients, down from its average
of 311.

Heading the VA team sent
to the hospital from Washing-
ton is Dr. Ldurence V. Foye
Jr., deputy chief medical di-
rector. A VA spokesman in
Washington said; “We are
there to 1nvest10ate why there!
have been so many respiratory
arrests,” but would not elabo-'
rate. :




