~ Beret on Slaying

|

_accused before being freed
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Letter QQuotes

WASHINGTON -- (UPD) —
A Jetter published today
quoted Capt. Robert Marasco
as admitting his part in a
plan to “do away with” a
suspected enemy agent —
the slaying of which he and
five other Green Berets were

yesterday. \ -

Marasco was identified by
the Army as the ‘“trigger-
man” in the case. He insisted
he was only following orders.

The letter, published in to-
day’s- editions of the Wash-
ington Post, allegedly was
written by Marasco on July
26 to his wife in Bloomfield.
N.J.

‘Determined Guilt’

- It said, in part:
““Many of the details I can-

not go into because they are L

lassified, but sulfice to say’
ihat we determined his (the
agent’s) guilt and had to de-

“hest interests of the war and

‘decided to do away with him. |
Being the people invoived, it
was up to us to come up with
a plan and execute it.

“We 'followed through with
it thinking that the proper co-
ordination had been made
and that|this was a military |
operation. g
‘In  Jail’

“The result: One colonel,
two -majors, three captains
and one warrant officer are
presently in jail charged with
conspiracy and murder.” ..

“This situation‘is too unpe-
lievable to comprehend.” the
letter added. “We felt: we

were doing something “that | .

was approved and was in the

the " country.”™

ride what to do with him.:
“My unit commander. '
Maj. Crew, Operations Offi-:
ler Capt. Williams and two?
TIA ffficers and myself went |
through all the channels to |
nclude the commander and !
ivilian intelligence agencies.
“There were numerous
easons why we could not let:
Mim go, so the powers-to-be '
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