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A Dramatic Appeal for the Berets

Long Binh,
South Vietnam

The Arnmiy has concluded
its investigation into
charges of murder and con-
spiracy against eight Spe-
cial Forces soldiers in-
volved in the reportad
death of 'a Vietnamese man
who allegedly compro-
| mised a.-Green Beret op-
eration along the Cambo-
dian border.

According to sources at
yesterday’s hearing, Hewry
B. Rothblatt, a civilian atlor-
ney representing three of

those charged, brought tears|

to the eyes of several mili-
tary lawyers in the hearhg
room with his plea to dismiss
the charges on the grounds
that the men were only doixg
their duty and that Army d¢-

ficials had made a mistale] -

in judgment in chargirg
them with the crime. =~

Rothblatt said later that 1
Would be shocked”

gnade
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Army proceeded with a
courtmartial.
CONFIDENT

He said he is so confident
that the Army will drop all
charges against the eight de-
fendants that he plans to re-|
turn to the United States to-|
MOTTOW. !

The officer in charge of the
investigation, Colonel H. D.
Seaman, must now write a
report about it and make rec-
ommendations to General
George L. Mabry, who or-
dered it in his capacity of
commander of U.S. support
troops in Vietnam.

General Mabry then must
decide whether to refer the
charges to court-martial for
trial, according to an Army
spoke§man.

DECISION

Mabrv’s‘ decision will be
‘in a few davs 7 the;
‘;pokesmdn Sald

Asked if charges would be
dropped, Rothblatt said:

“If they aren’t, all I can
say as a lawyer is that ‘the
civilian population and’ the
military population will have
10 respect for mlhtaly jus-
tice.”

The session yebterday con-
cluded five days of hearings.
Three days of hearings were
held before two civilian at-
torneys, representing four of
those charged, arrived in
Vietnam. Three witnesses
were called in the final two
days of the hearing.

TESTIMONY

An Army enlisted man and
a member of an Army Crim-
inal Investigation Detach-
ment testified Wednesday,
according to informed
sources.

They said that yes‘cerda\r :

member of the Central Intel-|
rligence Agency gave his ver-

* | sion of: the: events leading to, i

the Green Berets’
ment. .

“Rothhlatt tore him o
shreds,” said one source whe
attended the hearing. “By
the time he finished botk
guys next to me Wele in
tears.”

Rothblatt said after the
hearing that the decision to
confine the eight Special
Forces men “was taken as a
sort of an emergency mea-
sure without any real thought
or intelligence.” Asked whe
made the decision, Rothblatt .
said:

confine-

““I think it was made at g
pretty high level but I think
they relied on subordinates
who didnt know all the
facts.”

Rothblatt said he did not
think the whole story would
be known until the informa-
tion involved was declassp
i fied after the war.
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