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Beret Kill Puzzle Faﬁmg Into Place

WASHINGTON—The missing pieces are beginning to fall
.into place in the Green Beret murder mystery. The puzzle
. is not that a Vietnamese double agent was knocked off but
: that the Americans did their own dirty work. In other cases,
{ " the South Vietnamese have been the triggermen.

Allied security and special
forces, including the Green
‘Berets, carry wanted lists of
Viet Cong agen
-are carefully
culled from
.captured doc-
‘uments, pris-
oner interro-
gations and
other intelli-
..gence sources.
- Any agents
~-who are picked
.up however,

rare SWPP°59d DREW PEARSON
to be turned over to the South

i -Vletnamese Usually, they are

{ icharged with treason and
: <brought before the South Viet-
‘namese courts. A number

" ~“have beaten the rap and have
- “been released for lack of evi-
. “dence.

. = However, some agents are

- eliminaton.
»are carried out quietly by the

: “considered too dangerous to

trust to the judicial processes
and ‘are secretly marked for
The executions

South Vietnamese but their
American accomplices . would
be held guilty in any U.S.
court as an accessory to mur-
der.

There is no reliable esti-

~ mate of how many victims
© bave been murdered by woffi-

cial order: the American ob-
session for counting bodies on

i the battlefield doesn’t extend

to aSsassination vietims. Insi-
ders have told this column
only that “dozens” of danger-
ous agents have been bumped
off.

The South Vietnamese

‘ have tended to grudge mur-

ders a little indiscriminately
‘iit carrying out these execu-
4ions. Some have tried to set-

e old grudges by planting
the names of their personal
enemies on the execution list.
“The Americans, at least, have
done their best to d1soourage
this and to be more selective
_in choosing who should be
*eliminated.”

~ THE SOUTH Vietnamese

. Hren't as ruthless, it should be

added, as the Communists

- who have been systematically

“orturing, terrorizing and
‘murdering government sym-

the North Vietnamese seized a
neighborhood in the battle for
Hue, for instance, Communist
execution squads went from
door to door with clipboards
checking off the names of
those selected for execution.
Unlike the allies who con-
sider it necessary to kill enly
key enemy agents, the Com-
munists have slaughtered the

| entire families of government

sympathizers The number

|| ‘brutally murdered in Hue —

some buried alive in mass -
graves — is now figured at
3,000. :

The Communists have
found murder an effective
method of eliminating opposi-
tion and controlling the coun-
tryside. Finally last year Gen.
Creighton Abrams, the Ameri-
can commander in Vietnam,
decided to adopt the enemy’s
own tactics, in part, to com-
bat the infiltrators, agitators
and agents who "form the
Communist infrastructure in--
side South Vietnam.

He organized ‘“‘Operation
Phoenix”, which has been
effective in detecting fifth col-
umnists and destroying their
underground apparatus. This
has severely handicapped the
North Vietnamese in their at-
tempts to mount another Tet-
like offensive against Scuth
Vietnam’s cities.

THE AMERICANS Green
Berets, however, have acted
merely as advisers fo the
South Vietnamese who have
moved in to make actual ar-
rests and upon occasion, io
eliminate a dangerous agent
without the nicety of a trial.

It was only the direct in-
volvement of Americans that
made the alleged Green Beret
killing unique. What hap-
pened, according to intellig-
ence sources, is that a Vie-
tamese agent named Chu Ven
Thai Khac was caught selling
out the Americans..

He belonged to an intellig-
ence ring that was funded by
the Central Intelligence Agen-
¢y through an import-export
front. All the while, he was a
double agent for the North Vi-
etnamese and passed on intel-
ligence about the ‘‘grey

ghosts” who watch the infil-
tration routes and spy on
North Vietname se troop
movements on both sides of
the Laotian and Cambodian
borders.

Khac’s treachery brought
detection and death to a num-
ber of ‘“grey ghosts”, who
take their nickname from the
grey clothes they wear on
their daring intelligence pa-
trols. Khac was incriminated
when the Green Berets got
hold of some captured photo-
graphs showing him talking to
North Vietnamese mte]hgence
agents.
" The Green Berets asked

.the CIA what they should do
with Khac and got back an :

oral suggestion that they-get
rid of him. It was siressed
that the recommendation was
strictly unofficial.

POSSIBLY, THE CIA ex-
pected the Green Berets to
turn Khac over to the South
Vietnamese for quiet disposal
in the accustomed manner.
Khac, however,- had

been |
’workmg with a spy ring that |

operated right in the presiden- |

tal palace. The Green Berets

may have been apprehensive
because of a personal, awk-
ward relationship with South
Vietnam’s President Thieu.
When the CIA learned from
additional conversations that
the Green Berets intended to
handle the execution them-
selves, the “unofficial”
suggestlon was hastily re-
scinded. But it came too late;
Khac had already been dis-
posed of.

Under the Army’s unwrit-
ten rules, it’s permissible to
be an accessory to the mur-

der of enemy agents, appar- |

ently, but its a crime fo par-
ticipate directly, in an execu-
tion.

SCULPTRESS Alba Hicks,
who has heen ccmmissioned
to prepare the bust of Neil
Armstrong that he’ll present
to the museum his home town
is erecting in his honor, was

restricted to only 30 minutes .

alone with him. So she

brought along a Polaroid cam-
era and fidgeted amateurishly.

with it to capture the views .

she wanted on his face.
The moon explorer con-
fessed that he, too, was awk-

ward with a camera. NASA

pathizers for years. As fast as-

v

had to attack a yellow piece
of paper to the camera he
used on the moon, he said, so
he would adjust the lens and
aperture properly.

Note: Mrs. Hicks fold
Armstrong that his small
home town of Wapakoneta,
Ohio, would never be the
same since he put it on the
map. She predicted that the
town was going to grow.

“Yeah,” agreed Afm-
strong dryly, “from 7,000 to
7,002.” ,




