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- *SAIGON, - South Vietnam,
Aug. 12 (UPI)—The civilian
lawyer for one of'the eight ac-
cused “members of the United
| States Spécial Forces said today
‘{that the military authorities had
temporarily suspended hearings
to' determine whether the men
should be court-martialed on
| charges of murder in the mys-
terious case of a missing South
Vietnamese.

“At the same time the lawyer,
George Gregory - of Cheraw,
S::C., complained about what
he described as inhuman condi-
tions at the Longbinh military
stockade, where his client, Maj.
Thomas E.'Middleton Jr. of Jef-
ferson S. C., has been confined.

‘Mr. Gregory spent about
three hours with Major Middle-
|ton at the stockade, about 15
miles north of Saigon. At a
news conference yesterday, Mr.
‘Gregory said it .was obvious
|that the alleged murder victim
had been a double agent work-|t
ing for the United States Cen-
tral Intelligence Agéncy and for

[Reliable
sources in Washington have
insisted the Central Intelli-
gence Agency had no connec-
tion with the case.]

Six other Special Forces, or
Green Beret -officers, including
Col. Robert B. Rheault of Vine-
yard Haven, Mass., former com-
mander of all Spec1al Forces in
Vietnam, and a sergeant are
being held at Longbinh pending
the result of the investigation.

The others are Maj. David
E. Crew of Cedar Rapids, Iowa;
Capt. Leland J. Brumley of
Duncan, Okla.; Capt. Budge E.
Williams of Athens Ga.; Capt.
Robert F. Marasco of Bloom-
field, N, J.; Chief Warrant Of-
ficer Edward M. Boyle of New
York City, and Sgt. 1st Cl.
?llvm L. Smith Jr. of Naples

a

Mr. Gregory said the investi-
gation is to determine whether
the Army would hold a general
or special court-martial or dis-
miss the case.

“I suppose this suspension is
to work out the attorney
thing,” said the 3l1-year-old
lawyer who was a boyhood
chum of “Major Middleton. “I:
don’t know how long. the sus-
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pension will ; be for but the

‘Ipretrial - mvestlgatmn is about

half fnﬁshed Mo
Mr. Gregory 'said. he was

the condition of 'Maj'or Middle-
ton and refused ‘to- comment

about the other' accused” men.f

“I measured my-client’s cell
very carefully today,” he said.
“It’s 7 by 5, with a tin roof
and hot as hell. The metal cot
leaves only a foot between it
and the wall and there’s a foot-
square peephole. He, has. to
bang on the door if he. wants
to go to the lavatory e .

W—S/a-y;on Sees Link to Spy Net

| SAIGON, Aug. 12 (Reuters)—
Reliable sources today said that
there was a link between the
Green Beret case and the recent
report that a spy ring had ‘beet |
discovered by the South Viet-
namese police in the pre51den-
tial palace. )

The sources said the v1ct1m
had been an agent paid by the]
Central Intelligence Agency who
also worked for Harioi as.head
of an mternatlon
cell in the“office®
ngyen Van Thieu.

“espionage
‘f President

more interested’ right now . inis relieved of his® command and| )
:Zfaces possxble charges of pre-

|an charges. of having @ssdciateq |

E rank than Trona

The’ V1etnam Commander of
the United States Specxal Forces
Col. Robert B. Rheault, has béen

mediated murder and conspir-
acy to commit murder. Six of
his officers and.a sergeant face
tthe same possible: charges B

The United States Army has
refused to go’into details, oth'er
than to .say the charges.arose
out of the-alleged: shootmg of
£ Vietnamese near the. goasta,l‘f
town of Nhatrangon: June:20.7¢ |
| Huynhvan’ Trong! 4" pohtxc&]‘;
adviser to Presldent Thieu, Was |+
reported: ‘arrested © this™ month{

with a-Vietcong spy ring-that ||
had contacts’ in Hong: Kong,.g
Laos, Cambodia-and France. .

: He was jailed ‘with 65 othet|
persons Police soutces said they |
believe - the" leader "of the spy
ring was.an official:of hlgher

' Reliable sources sald they ] be-
lieved:this official was.an agent
lemployed both *by “the“Central]
Intelligence Agency and by the
South:-Vietnamese - intelligence
servic€”and ‘had access to the

the North Vxetnamese
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