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kgo-am, San Francisco : 26 November 1975
ABC network, presidential press conference [main topic, aid to NY]

Excerpts, Ford on reopening assassination
investiegations, transcribed from tape

Yo a () Q@ == In view of recent revelations, are you fully satisfied
" that you're aware of everythins that the CTA does, since you became

4
¢

President, and do you accept full responsibility

A -= Miss Thomas, I certainly hope that I'm fully aware of
everything the CIA is doine. I can assure you that if I'a not fully
informed, I will welcome any information that people may have that
I don't know about. But I have specifically asked for all information
that I think I need concernineg natters of the CIA.

Q2 ~= [game quastioner] Can you say what steps you are taking
to zuarantee that the American people will never asmain learn that a
federal apgency plotted on the 1life of a Toreisn leader or tried to
defame a domestic leader 1like Martin Luther Kinz ?

T

A ~~ I nave issued spcific iunstructions to the U.5. intelilgence
agencies that under no circumstances should any asency in this
governmeny while I'm Président, particivate in or pian for any
assassination of a foreirn leader. HEgually emphatic instructioens
have gone to any domastic arency of the fedsral eovernment and/or
the (CIA or 1n%ellueu¢p arencies that theyv should nobt violate the
law involving the rizght of privacy of any Iadix@wuad idividual in
the Unjted States. ceeeees ‘

Q =~ Mr. Presgsident, the Senate Intelilirence Committee has
documented wideaprsad =fforkts by the PEI to discredit Dr. Martin
Luther Kine befors he was assawsinat®di, as you know. And I just wonder,
de you think the federal covernnent —- ¥®&x¥%x%?vrm7q:ﬁvx.%xhﬁ:yqﬂx
PESPEREEDF I TR X RERXER ARG #XEUR R XXX AK and you, as President -- have
any responsibility now to sze that those who were responsible for
that are either purged from government service -~ if {fthey still
are in government servicey -- or prosecuted i the statute of
limitations has not run out on them ?

A ~~ I certainly condemn Those actions which were taken
regarding  HMartin Luther King. "I think it's abhorrent to all
Americans, including wyself. Whether or not we can iﬁontify the
individuals -- if they are still alive ~- ig difficult, Bubt I
certainly will talk to the attorney general regarding that matter.

[same questioner] You tkink an effari should be made
g 9

kwmuxkikxx though, to identify those people ? O 2

A“”Ithink SO. s & ¢ 000 0

— Q@ == In view of the Congressional report on the CIA and

— recent testimony about BEI activities, and continuing doubt in the
country, don't you think it would be in the national interest te
reopen the assassination investigation of President Kenmmedy and
now Martin Luther ¥Ying as well ?

A -~ I, of.course, served on the Warren Commission, and I
know a =ood deal about the hearines and the Committee's report,
obviously. There are some new developments ~- not evidence -- but
new developments that, according to one of our best staff members —-
who's kept up to date on it more than 1 -~ that he thinks just to
lay those charges aside that a new investigation ought to be
undertaken. Neét the same time said that no new evidence has come
up. If those particular developments could be fully invéstigated,
without reopening the whole matter that took us ten months to
conclude, I think some responsible group or organization ought to

go go, but not to reopen all of the other aspects because I think
they were thoroughly covered by the Warren Commission.
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- [same questioner] Are you prepared then to take that
step on the part of the administration, to appoint a task force
-- from the Justice Department, say -- to lokk into the new
develpments, and to report on those as well, or would you rather
have it done hy an independent organization ?

A - I think, in licht of ny frmer membershin on the Warren
Commission, it might be better by somebody other than I appoint.

Q ~- A fodlow-up question if I could, Mr. Pregident,to the
grea gtatement or the Central Intelligerce Ageacy. AS you know,
there ig a ecrav asrea in whichn the CIA mieht take an action which
could eventually lead to dancer or the assassginstion oi a politééal
leader. Now in your first news confererce you indicated that you
supported such covert activities, narticularly in the case of Chila.
Do you still support those activitims, and if so what kind of
philoqn’v should bthe constitutional denocracy of America take
[wora warblaﬂ] ? {iatersst 7]

A -~ Under thls ¢ rwaQ*Wﬂf1O% 1o agency of the federal
ate $V any assassination plot of
3, however, in mang cases, for
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a Poreign leader. The United 3t
its own protection, its own ﬂw*1
foreign covert operationsg, but I
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Q -- [same guestioner] Will vou allow the country to involve
itself in situstions which could notenfluWBV be daangerous to other
leaders 7

A -- The people in the intelligence agencies know what my
instructions ars. If they violate them, the proper action will be
takerl. 9 5 ® 80 5O O e
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